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Hon. 3. Ewing: What differpet itiuld
;hat possibly make?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Tho:e members
night have a leaning towards the views of
Lhe Government.

Hon. J. Ewing: I think I should objiet
o that.

The PRESIDENT: Does the hon. member
jesire a withdrawal of the remark?

Hon. J. Ewing: No.
Hon. V. HAM.ERSLEY: I should like to

[fear some other member express an opin-
Lon.

RON. G. POTTER (West) [12.0]: Mir.
['amersley's wish shall be granted. While
3e is quite in order in referring to the pro-
:edure under the Standing Orders, it is
iardly consistent with the procedure or the
raditions of this House to question the up-
)ointment of managers. The members iaig-
rested know the feelings of the House, ani1
~ram the debate they will have been able to
rrasp the desires of the House. On many
.revious occasions we have appointed man-
:gers who, some members thought, would
ause our representation to be somewhat
oaded. I, for one, would not like the ques-
,ion to go to a ballot.

Question put and passed, and a !n.ssage
tccordingly returned to the Assembly.

Sitting suspended from 12.2 to 1.20 ai.

Conf erence Managers' Report.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. Mi.
)rew-Central) [1.20J: I have to report
hat the Conference has met, concluded
ts business, and come to ii satisfactory
greement. Legislative Counil acrndnmnt
To. 6 is abandoned. [eri,lativc Council
mendment No. 7 is amendedl by deleting the
rords " 'age' in line three" nid substituting-
'amended' in line one," and1 byv 'elering all

cords from "thereof" to thy tond. Legisla-
yve Council amendment No. 8 is abandoned
1lause 13 of the Bill aji'mend,'.l hr deleting
.11 words after "amended" in line one down
D"age" in line three. Clause 14 of the Bill
ideleted. I have now it, .plain the rmoi-

ion to hon. memnbers. Ali irfciene6 tip ~
ave been deleted from the Bill; we go back
Dthe old position, and the whole matter

'ill be determined by the Commissioner of
Voice. Even the reference to age of drivers
f motor buses has been excised. Mr. Ham-
rsley's amendment referring to licenses for
rivers of motor vehicles has been preserved

in its entirety. The amendment referring to
an age limit of 17 years for persons sitting
beside a licensed driver has also been re-
moved. I wish to emphiasise that the age
limit has been deleted in every case. That
is the effect of the decision of Conference.
The amendments agreed to by the Managers.
are not intelligible as presented in the rQ-
port, aid cannot be understood unless one
nmakes a comparison of them with the amend-
ments made by this Chamber; but what I
have stated is the effect of them. I move-

Tisat the Conference managers' report be
adopted.

Question put cud passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Assembly.

H~ose adjourned at i.25 a.m. (Friday.)
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 1.3)
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION- BREAD, WHOLEMEAL
AND REFINED FLOUR.

Mr. NORTH asked the Hon. S. W.
Munsie (Hlonorary ' Minister): 1, Has any
action -vet been taken to introduce, by
propaganda, in the schools the use of whole
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meal diet as opposed to refined flour? 2,
If not, will he indicate any objections that
:my have been raised to thle pioposall

lion. S. WV. MUNSI £ replied: 1, 'N0u.
There is no objection, but it is probable
that such, propnanda directed to Ithe
pa rent would be productive of more result.

QUESTION-EDUCATION, SCHOOL
IMPROVEMENTS.

Mr. NORTH asked the Hon. S'. N.
Munsie (Honorary Minister) : What are
his intentions regarding,-], The pr' pnsed
extenisions to the Eric-street School, Cut-
tesloc? 2. The proposed grant to assist
the cost of improvements to the Cot tesloc
Central State School grotunds ;, The pro-
posal t~o resume additional land adjoining
the Swanbourne State Scho-l ?

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE replied: 1, !'rovi -
siori has been made on the draft E~stimiates
for a new classroom, in brick, at the F 'ric-
street State School. 2, The question of a
grant to assist in improving the Cottesloc
State School grounds will receive con-
sideration as soon as it is definitely known
what funds are available for schools. The
provision of schools in localities where no
educational facilities exist, and additions
to schools where the existing aecoimoda-
tion is insufficient must, however, receive
first consideration. .3, The question of
acquiring additional land at Swanbourne
has been tinder consideration for soet
time. The matter will again receive con-
sideration when the Estimates are lpassed,

QUESTION-DIVIDEND DUTIES ACT.
APPEAL,

Mr. NORTH asked the Premier: Is lie
aware-i, That uinder Section 7 of the
Dividend Duties kct, 1902. the Comimis-
sioner of Taxation may disallow as ox-
penditure :tlf money paid by a company ats
salary. fees, or otherwise to any Jirec':.'r,
officer, or emplo 'yee or the comipaiiv1 in ,o
far as, in the opinion of the Commissioner,'such payment was not made bont, fie asa
remuneration for services rendered but as
a means of avoiding taxation7 2, That in
Dr. Stow's opinion as expressed in a letter
to the Commissioner, there is no appeal in
a court of justice agatinst his decision? qt.

I., it Iiis intention to remedy the position
h)*r introducing legislation to enable corn-
poa iis to apeal i hom the Commnissijoner's
deeision reg-arding their bomn fides?

The PREIMIER replied: 1., Yes. 2, Yes.
3, It is not proposed to amend the Divi-
dlend Dunties A ct durig this session.

QUESTION-OLD MEN'S HOME.

Mir. NOR3TH asked the Hon. S. W.
Alansie (Honorary- Minister) : 1, Is he
satisfied with the present administration
of the Old Mean's Hlome? 2, Has he any
reason to doubt that it is being run, at the
present time, equally' as well ats when he
took over theadmninistration?

Hon. S. W. MIJNS1E replied: 1, Yes,
except that it is hoped to improve the lot
of the bed-ridden eases in the near future.
2, There is no reason whatever to doubt
that the Home is run equally vwell as when
the Glovernment took, offlce. Indeed, in
certain respects in connection with dietary,
the lot of the inmates has been improved.

QUESTION-WOOROLOO
SANATORIUM.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the lion. S. W.
Munsie (Honorary Minister) : 1, Has action
been taken, to provide a suitable motor
vehicle to convey lpatients and visitors to
and from the Wooroloo Sanatorium? 2,
If not, when will it be done? .3, Has a de-
cision been reached regarding the erection
of necessary- fencing of the Sanatorium,
thereby preventing annoyance to patients
caused by straying stock?

Hon,. S. AV. MUNSIE replied: 1 and 2,
Tlenders arc. at present being invited for
the supply of motor transport both for
passengers and goods to and from the
,Sanatorium. 3, There is no change in the
position regarding' the proposed feneinuw
from the position reported in reply- to a
question sonmc two mionths ago. The ques-
tion of fencing was under consideration by
the lion. member when Colonial Secretaryv.
and its inr-encv has not increased since
that time.

?Jr-. Sa mpson : Time should bringr im-
provein eat.

lion. Sir James Mitchell: Apparently no i.
piogmes% is possible in this country.
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QUESTION-CANNING RIVER,
WEIR.

-Mr. CLNVI IESDI E asked tire M 1irrster
for Works : 1. Doe, hie intend to construct
a weir acyoss the Canning River ait Kent-
street, Canniriltoir ? 2, If so, when dovs
he propo-4e to "oinroehte operations?

H~on. .1. (W.NXlNIII1A.N (foe the M~in-
ister for %Vorks I replied: 1. Yes. 2, Thre
materials are heii r asseuribled, and opera-
Lionls will bre vorruhreru-el early next month.

BILL-ROYAL AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(lon. M. K. Tro y-21t. Magnet) [4.37] in
moving thle seconld reading said: For some
time an agitation has been in progress,
amiongst the ag~rictilturrl societies of thisi
State for the purpose of securing tegislation
onl the lines, set oirt in this measure, Owing!,
to ilie lack or' co-ordination amiongst the a,,-
nirltirral surieties. the Royal AgrYienitural
Society and thle delegates who meet at thle
council of tire Royal Agricultural Society in
Perth fromr time to time are Asking for le--
islatiori that will a-ive them the powvec of
control arnd also eniable them to carry von thle
Administration and activities of their socie-
ties mlore satisfactorily. It is generally do-
sired that there should he a recognisecd body
capable of dealing withr all the quneitions
that arise from time to time between the
societies, and that fihe head should lie ire(
Royal Agricn1ltu cal Society Of Western Aus-
tralia. The Royal -kgricultural Society has
functioned inl Westerni Australia for many
years, and the fact that the greater numrber
of agricultural scocieties in the State are
Affiliated is evidence that it is recoRynised as
the head of agricultural societies in the
State. It is dezired trader the Bill that thn'
Royal Ag-ricultural Society should be vested
with the necessary' a uthority is the g-overn-
ing- bead. Thle association between the local
societies aurd tire Royal has served a useful
purpose and has been a cordial one, I have
not heard oif any instance or' any serious dis;-
azireement havin~r arisen. The aiuri of the
Roy, al is to work harmoniously with the local
societies and to help and encourage them as
far as possible in all their activities. The
agricultural societies play a very imp~ortant
part in the develop~ment of the State. Tn
addition to fostering, the educational and

-ocial !,i&6, they advertise their respective
localities and create a feeling of rivalry
arid comipetition which, of course, ii bene-
licial alike to the loealitieb and tire industries
of' the State. We look upon the Royal Show
as the vent of the- year. TO attend it Peo-
pie comec fromi all pails, and comnpetitors are
attracted not only from within the State but
from beyond its hounds. 1 think it can hie
sLaid that the Royal Show is the best pos-
sible :rdvertisveint that the State could
have, and for that reas~on the society should
lie eTeausd lhere are lit societ k's atfili-
ated with tile lto ,val, and for tire pui-pose of
etyeetive adirri4ralion those societiesi are
groliL'4l iiitii SZtlle-. 'rho Royal assi not
only by providi judges-, hukt hy arranging
the dantes and 41eitnuaouil1 to pievent the
dit o~f ai show ini aory zone eoritlietinL with
hat uiC tutther show in rthe saiiw zone.

1kwii (;. Taylor: I wi~lh they would hold
al the shows onl the one dlate. Then there

wvolld not ha sot 1i1111iiV IlitiI)CirS absent.
'['le MINISTP'Rl FOR Al'RICULTUliE:

I am 2had the~v ire not all held on the one
(late.

Mr. Lindsay: Trhe member for Mt. M.%ar-
garet is only jealous because anl Agricultural
Thow is not held in his district.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTUTRE:
It is desirable that visitors, should he able
to attend the various shows, and benofit fromn
the lessons imparted by them. The affiliation
ree is the. muodes.t u,11 or £1 is. A majority
of the Iota! societies are allitiated with the
Royal, A nrumrber are not affiliated, lint they
work under tire Royal and( are able to get the
benefit of the exchainge of stock and exhibits
that g~oes with affiliation. They' arvexa-
emipted for a period until it is proved
whether they' 1ran conduct a show sntecess-
fully on the reognised lines. The societies
desire the control provided in the Bill be-
cause they have no real control over their
own show ground,; or over exhibitors. Some
exhibitors may -ive t roable, and it is impos-
sible for the Royal Society or any of the
local societies Io take any step to .regulate
the conducet of exhibitors-. It has occuirred
that an exhibitor assaulted A. judge on the
show grround because he was not satisfedI
with the award of the judge.

Hon. A. Tayvlor: Footballers often a~csanlt
the umpire.

The WIXMISTER FOR AOIRICLURE:
That Sort of thing- -jiould not occur, parti-
cularly with societies of this description.
Again, it has happened that the local au-
thorities have wade arrangements, with the
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Railway Department to put in trucks for
tho purpose of bringing exhibits to a showL
onl an understanding with the exhibitor, and
that the exhibitor has not kept faith, with
the result that the societies have been incon-
venienced and put to expense. It is desire'I
that the societies should have some control
over Such conduct. I understand that when
the Leader of the Opposition was Minister
for Agriculture, at a time when the Govern-
ment were subsidising agricultural societies,
be called a meeting of the societies and ex-
pressed a strong desire for affiliation. A Bill
wvas, I think, then drafted; and for soniL
years it has beet) thle intention Of Govern-
ments to. introducee a measure of this char-
acter. Hlowev-er, for some reason which Fr
ant unable to state, the introduction of the
Bill has been delayed. The time now, how-
ever, is opportune for legislation of this
character, and thle Bill uinder consideration
should serve the purpose. Thle presidlent anid
secretary of the Royal Agricultural Society
have discussed the measure with tie. Al-
though I could not see my way to agree to
the Bill which they proposed, still, after dis-
eussion of the amendments, which I intro-
duced, they think this Bill will serve the
purpose admirably. The measure is to be
known as the Royal Agricultural Society
Act, 1926, and is to conmc into operation onl
a date to be proclaimed. It will be noted
that 'the Royal Agricultural Society" means
the Royal Agricultural Society of Western
Australia. "Agricultural Society" means any
society or association registered in pursu-
ance of this measure. "Agricultural show"1
means any show having for its principal ob-
ject; the exhibition of agricultural or past-
oral products. The Bill provides that no
society, club, or association shall hold or
permit an agricultural show until such so-
ciety, club, or association shall have become
registered with the Royal Agricultural So-
ciety. In Order to secure this registra-
tion, the society, club, or association
must make application in writing to the
Royal Agricultural Society, and 10 persons
must Sign such application. That should not
be difficult; it is a very, s11ni! lte9!1v where
there, are not 10 persons sufficiently inter-
ested to create a society of this character.
The Royal Agricultural Society may g'rant
registration on payment of the prescribed
fee. I understand that thle affiliation t'ee at
present is one guinea, whichi is not very
much. All existing societies have the light,
tinder the Bill, to registration, and the Royal
Agricultural Society cannot refuse registra-

6011. No0 elviliitg Can deny an existing,
society thle righjt Of reg-istr'ation. III thie Cea:e
of new Societies, as well aIS ill the case of
esLablislied societies, if the Royal Agricul-
tural Society should refuse registra lion, an
appeal can be made to the Minister for Agri-
culture, whose decision shall be given effect
to. 'Therefore the Bill does not give the
Royal Agricultural )~ociety power to refuse
registration absolutely. A society which has
been refused registration way appeal to tile
Minister for Agricul~ture against the die-
cision of the Royal Society, and thle Mill-
ister's decision Shall be final and shall lie ear-
ried into elleet. 1In that ita; we exercise anl
influence over thle Royal Soc-iety. Further,
thle Royal Society must keep at their head
office in Perth a register of soeieties rgs
tered tinder this measure, and the register
mnust be open for inspection. Uniform by-
laws governig all registered ag rieltural
societies shall lie mnade at a weeting- of the
council of thle Royal Society sittin g together
with delegates of the registered ag-riculltural
societies and meceting ill tconferencee onl a date
to be fixed by the Royal Society. It wv]l
be noted that the rules are not to be made
by the Royal Society, bitt by the council
of' that society sitting in eoni-unction with
delegates of the affiliated societies through-
cut Western Australia. That will give all
the societies a voice in determaining what thle
rules and by-laws of the organiistition shall
be. Any agr-icultural society- may make by-
laws for the regutlation of mnatters of local
concern, provided such by-laws are not in-
consistent with the uniform by-laws or regim-
lations made at the conferenice to which I
have already referred. All by-laws and re--
ulations tinder the measure will be subject
to the approval of the Governor, and must
he laid upon the Table of tis.- Housqe. If
they are not fair and reasonable, they ntav
he objected to inl the same w ay as this H~ouse
has thle right to Object to other by-laws and
retil ations.

Hon. Sir Tames Mitchell : If thley' Iro the
force of law, they miust he laid on the Ta~ble.

The MINISTER FOR AGR1CULTIRE:
Yes. Under the Bill the Governor may
make regulations for the registration of all
agricultural -societies and for the cancella-
tion of such registration for breach of 1y-
laws or other sufficient cause. The Governor
may also mnake regulations for the conven-
iene and lmldine of the conference, ais well
as by-laws prescribing all oilier matters, and
thing-s thant mar be necessary or convenient
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for carrying out the provisions of this meas-
are, Trie Bill is very small. I hope there
Will be no objection to the provisions em-
bodied in it. I1 believe it neets with the ap-
proval of the Royal Society and of the other
agricuiltural societies.

Hon. Sir Jamles _11-itChell1: You Inn-C con1-
ferred with them, have you not!'

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes.

H-on. Sir James M1itchell: And they have
agrued to this Bill?

The MINISTER FORW AG L.CL'LTURE:
Yes.

lion. (I. Taylor: h1ave you consulted all
thle smlall societies!

Tue MI1NISTER FOR AGRI CUI fTiI'E:
'No. .1 have, hoewever, protected those socie-
ties, inasmuchel as; I have givenl thent a voice
in the drawing uip of the rules, and( inaszntn-h
ats nothinig can be done in regard to rules
and regulations wvithzout their consent and
agreement. 1 do not think there Wviii be aniy
ocbjection, because I have here a fIle, furn-
ished to me by the Royal Society, containing
a hurge number of letters from affiliated
socielivs askinig for (his legislation.

lon. Sir James Mitchiell: That is perfeethY
reasonable.

The MN2I STER FOR AC I CULTI1IE.
I hope, therefore, that the Bill will meet
with cor(]iltl acceptance from hon. memibers,
'1uil 1 have pleasure in lnovjng--

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tlnun) [4.54] : 1 have no objection to offer
to the Bill. Indeed, I think it is very necus,-
sarv. Years ago the Oovernment subsidised
agricultural societies, bat it was -stipulated
thait before they could draw any subsidy they
mast affiliate with the Royal Agricultural
Society. Tnt that way some control was
sectired. Reenit developmnents make it quite
clear that some Organisation must have
power to deal with those who default, it may'
be, in the payment of entrance fees, those
who abuse ofiilthose who have differ-
enrc. with judges, and those who exhibit
stock in other than fair fashion. Therefore
it is necessary that the Royal Agiceultural
Sor-icir shoulti have the powers which the
Mlinister nowv propos-es to confer upon them.
Aisrientural shows do a great deal of' zaIl.
Lnr !elr thur are shows of pure Stock., and
it is necessary that the Stock shown should b.,
true to type. TI? a pedigree is produced, it
slould be at pedigree properly applrinT Io

the animual exhibited. It is not possible fur
show authorities to prosecute for fraud, but
under this measure there will be power to
disqualify persons guilty of fraud; and they
ought to be disqUalilied. People gulilty Of
fraud tit agricultural shows should have the
same treatment me ted out to theni as is now
meted out to Lhube who tra--oes the rules
of racing.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is so.
Hon. Sir JAMIES MITCHELL: Under

the Bill, the parent body and all agricultural
Hill, the parent body and all agricultural
societies affiliated wil have the righlt to di,-
qualify. That is particularly necessary in
these days, whlen Mlost Of OurL prizes, are for
pedigreed stock, and when we have heri]
books and other means of recording per l-
grees. Stock ore brought into the c!ountry,
and pedigrees with them, and we want to be
certain that all1 is straighlt and right. To
tlioit end wve Should See that tr'aulsgre-snS
can be pen alised. If, after thie passage
o~f this measure, a man goes to, say,
Gernldton with an exhibit which is not
in accordance with the requirements of
the programme of prizes, and if he
misrepresents the exhibit, hie (-an be
dealt with. 'ifC he is disqualified at Ceraldton
and the disqualification is approved by the
Royal Society, his naume Will be entered on
the 'hlack list" or list of defaulters or dis-
qualified persons, and lie will not he able to
exhibit in future. It will mean that the
societies will have control over exhibits and
over exhibitors too, and that somve authority
Will be exercised. The Minister has men-
tioned two nnpleasant happenings alffecting
a secretary and a show judge. Such thing's
must not he. People who give their time
in connection with shows--and nearly all
.judfrtes act in an hionorary capaity-must hie
protected. But that is not the important
matter. The chief point is that exhibi
shall he w'hat they purport to 'me, and the
societies must have the right to deal With
persons who act otherwise than squarely at
shows. Arricultural shows are of vital im-
portance to the eniintry. Once a year at
each centre people interested in stock van
2,n and see the best breeds, see what a .Ter-
5!ev or n Shorthorn cow or a Clydesdalr'
qn-ilion onuht to he.

lIon. G1. Taylor: 11r. Boa-4 should be sent
(a look at your datiryv herd.

H-on. Sir JAM"ES V1TTCRELL: It is im-
portant that all exhibits: shonld be tnue tn
type. To-day we have a9 show of flowers
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iu the Town Hall. There one finds many
exhibits which are just what they are sup-
posed to be. This year I have visited three
or four agricultural shows held to encour-
nge the breedin g of stock. Every veer we
see better and better stock, except inl some
classs. At this year's Rloyal Show there was
a wonderful display of sheep and an excel-
lent display of pigs. There were also somec
very good cattle, though the display was not
all that it might have been. However, the
type was excellent. The sad feature of the
Royal Show to me "-as the disappearance of
draught stock, and I may say the horses
generally. At the first show I visited, that
at M11eekering, there was a Clydesdale stal-
lion owned hy the Government, and one
other horse, which ought not to have been
there. At the Nungarin ,how I sawv one
vecrY good horse, a draught stallion, and Also
a trotting stIallion. I went to the Northamn
show. That gaithering is held in the centre
of A very old a gricultural district where At
one timie large numbers of u-eli bred stallions
were seen in the stook parades.. The locall Y
bred stock from that district hlcd their
own with the products of any other part of
the country And many of them- proved their
superiority At tlhe Royal A gricutlt ural shows.
Onl this occasion. however, no draughit stal-
lion aund only one thoroughbred stallion was
shown. I do not know what we are g-oing to
do alboiit it, hut we might he able to arrngec
for the agricultural societies to take ehar~e
of draughit stallions and so supply a want
that is apparent at present. TL is quite,
evident to ine that horse breeding is not
i-cry popular ait the mnonent.. although this
is Just the timie when thiat oreullation should
lie popular. The industry' will he profitable
hecause wve must have draught sztock. Evury
ship fromn the Eastern States brings ni
draught stock and vet there is nonle bredl
within the State. In the Northiam district
this year it was not, possible to go in for
breeding, becaue there were no draught(
stallions available. The same thing mar b
said of Other districts.

Ion. (1. Taylor: Dealing~ in liurhi hors'!-,
is unprofitable.

Non. S1r JAM.1S, MITCHELL: I Am re-
fer-rin!Z to draurlzt stock. Of course, there
Are hundreds of the inferior type that ran
lip procuired, hut theyv arc not the animals
xie want for narieultnral purpose_-. We
want Animals tiat can be sold as remonts.
'Mien the. affliation conditiowr regpardingz

agricultural societies arc tightened up, it wilt,
be possible to encourage the breeding of the
heavy stock required onl the farm and al-so
of the se veral breeds of cattle suitable for
various districts. Wh'y should we bring
di-atight stock from the Easterni States when.
we wvere able to breed the necessry stock
ourselves in years gone by? Good must
come from the agricutlt Lral societies getting-
together. This may lead to the suibaidising
of the societies in respect of stallions
throughout the State. Agriculture plays a

ai n eding part in most countries to-
dlay, and in other parts special steps are
taken to Assure the nreeding of suitable
s-itock. In Ireland specially good mares Are
subsidised, whereas in other countries sires
are sulbsidised. The Minister knows that
Continental C0oierment; take steps to keep
up the standard of their blood stock and
pay very high prices for animals in order
to maintain their standards. That Applies
to horses especially. Tn Australia we have
not taken any trouble in this respect. To-
dany the Arab, the Tumor, the Percheron, and
the C'lvdesdalest are ais puIre as they ever
were. Onl the other hand, in Australia we
do n1t worry' about ixing the breeds, wvith
the result that the standard of our horses
has deteriorated. I hope the affiliation of the
various agr-icultural societies will prove help-
f iii, foi. by Acting together they may lie
able to make suggestions regarding the weakc-
nesses that are eidlent in our- Agricultural
lire i o-danv. At any viate, it will Oive thenm
the oplpor-tunity to fio so, and I hopec the
oilers of the Agricultural flepartmnent will
make special efforts to secuire the prom otion
of ii ose breeding- again. The Chief Taspector
ot Stock might wvell give consideration to thle
fluition. To-div wAe are putting thousands
of people on thle land And not all of thenm
i re J n a lposit(i onl to buy traictors Alld so forth.
Th le Minister for Lands told us that there
Are over 1.000 horses on the group settle-
mnets at present. The settlers there will
require at least 1,000 more. Many other
people will take up land and they, too, will
require stock. The agricultural societies can
help in that direction. Thus it is that the
breeding Of stock is essential in the interests
of the farmners. I canl see nothing hut good
lik-ely to come fromn the operations of the
BRill and it has my hearty support. Only
tmnrsg-essors can raise objections, to such .i
measure and to thle regulations that will be
framed under the Bill. As to the sug-gestion
that people in small centresz will not hep able
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zo hold shows because permission is likely
LA be withheld, it has to be remembered thac
provision is made for an appeal to the Min-
ister. As a matter of fact, we do not want
too many shows throughout the country. We
want good shows at convenient places. What
with our railways and motor ears, people in
country districts can travel easily to the
tentre where a show is to be held.

M-Nr. Latham. But they cannot transport
their stock so easily.

The Minister for Agriculture: Shows
should be a creditable business.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes. We
%%ant fairly good shows and it is not possible
to hold shows every ten miles or so. I am
sure no objection will be raised by the parent
body to the establishment of other agricul-
turdl societies and the holding of shows.

Hon. G. Taylor: But the Bill will give
the Royal Agricultural Society a monopoly.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, it
will not.

The Minister for Agriculture: No, of
course not.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It does
not give the society a monopoly at all.

The Minister for Agriculture: It merely
g-ives the society Statutory power.

Hon. Sir JAMES M,%ITCHELL: Someone
h~as to administer the legislation and the
regulations. As the result of the delibera-
tions of representatives of the various show
committees, suitable regulations will be
trained. I not only willingly give my sup-
port to the Bill, but feel sure that the time
has come when we should have some such
leg-islation enacted. We are not slo'w in this
"House in taking away liberty from people.
In this instance, however, what is provided
for is a guild in which everyone is free.
There is no compulsion about it.

'.%r. Sleemnan: There Esno job control.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: And no
compulsion at all- The Bill is a very
moderate one and all that can be done is to
require that all people E-ontrolling agricul-
tural shows shall see to it that the proper
-tandard is maintained and the necessary
regulations observed. I hope the Govern-
inent will find it possible to subsidise agri-
cultural societies as was done at one time.
B3y the means Provided in the Bill it will he
possible to see that any such money is well
i-pent. Agricultural shows are of treat im-
portance to Western -Australia because
1)eople are brought together in order to

stndy the various breeds and standards of

Etock. In a country such as oars, where
many people have gone on the land without
experience, it is of great importance that
opportunities shall be provided for them to
see stock of an excellent type. Some peofre
I am acquainted with knew nothing about
Atoek a few years ago, but to-day they are
ruecessful exhibitors. I welcome the Bill
and hope the House will agree to pass it.
It will make for much better control, and
I believe the authority sougaht to be set up
will work for good and do something to im-
prove our methods of agkriculture and our
Aock throughout the tarnung areas.

On motion for Nlr. Latham, debate :i'l
journed.

BILL-CITY OF PERTH ACT AMEND-

MENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTERt FOR LANDS (Hou.
W. C. Angivin-North-East Fremantle)
r5.15] in moving the second reading said:
The Bill, like most of those I introduce, is
a very Small one.

Mr. Sampson: And consequently dun -
gerous.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
think so. Last year we Passed a Bill con-
ferring on the City ot Perth additional
powers relating to the alignment of streets.
It was thought at the time that the legisla-
lion met all requirements but, according to
the solicitors for the Cityv Council, it seems
there is a doubt as to whether the Act ap-
plies to vacant land. The Act provides that
.he City Council shall have power to declare
a new street alignment when an old building

xbeing removed to make room for a new
tune, but it is open to doubt whether the Act
applies to vacant land on -wbich a building-
is about to be erected.

Hon. G. Taylor: That seems strange.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is

g!rave doubt about it. The Bill removes that
doubt, for it makes, the Act apply also to
vacant areas. When the Act was passed
at year, I think Parliament intended there

,-hould oe no doubt whatevet about vacant
land.

Ho-i. G. Taylor: Do you know whether
thert have been any cases to test the Act?

The INISTER FOR T ANUS: I cannot
say, but there is a doubt about the applies-
lion of the Act to vacant land, and the City
Council desires that that doubt, should he
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removed. -The Bill provides that the Act
Thal! apply to land upon which no building
or work, or portion of a building or work,
is erected or in course of erection at the time
uf the prescribing of the new building line,
or the date of such preieribing, or on the
date of the commencement of this measure,
whichiever shall be the later date. It merely
makes it clear and definite that the Act shall
apply to vacant land, just as it applies to
land upon which a building is or has been
erected. I move-

That the Dill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. G. Taylor, debate ad-
journed.

BILL-DAIRY CATTLE COMPEBNSA-
TION.

So,.)o;;d Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. 31. F. Troy-M-Nt. Magnet) [5.201 in
moving- the second reading said: The Bil'
is introduced largely as the result of the
activities of the Stock Department during
last year. That department has been en-
deavouring- to clean up the dairy herds in
the metropolitan area, and has been ad-
ministering very rigidly the Stock Diseases
Act relating- to tuberculosis or actinomy-
cosis in our- dairy herds. In consequence
of cattle being condemned and destroyed,
a deputation waited oin me and asked that
compensation should be provided for those
dairymen whose stock had been destroyed
by compulsion. They claimed that their
livelihood was at stake as, the result of de-
partmental action, that they were not a
very prosperous community, that they had
to work long- hours, that they had built up
their herds over a number of years by exer-
cising care and industry and thrift, and
that they felt very strongly the action of
the department in destroying what they
had so laboriously built up. They also
claimed that if thie community was to be
protected by the provision of a pure milk
supply, the community' should compensate
the dairymen who ran the risks of the
trade. Of course, that is not to be ad-
mitted in any principle. In almost every
industry, the persons carrying on the in-
dustry take the risk. But much can be
said for those in the dairy industry, be-
cause the community are protected by the
Stock Diseases Act. In order to give themn
the protection of a pure milk supply, we

have entered into dairymen's premises ani
seized and destroyed their stock. I do
not k-now any other industry in which the
department acts so decisively. There are
other industries penalised by enactments
such a., the Noxious Weeds Act.

Mr. ILathamn: That is pretty well a dead
letter.

The MiENISTER FOR AGRICULTURE-.
Under that Act wve do not go in and deal
with the offender as decisively as we deal
with the dairvimen. Thea there is the
Plant Diseases Act, giving the department
extensive powers, and imposing penalties.
However, nione of these other Acts goes so
far as to empower the department to
destroy a man's means of livelihood. Since
the stringent measures taken against in-
fected cattle are for the protection of the
commun~nity, T really think the dairymen
arc deserving of some consideration. In
the Bill compensation is based on the prin-
ciple of self-help by means of an insurance
schemne uinder which the owner contributes
a certain stunt in registration fees. To the
amount so subscribed, the Government will
contribute a further sum, and the two
amounts, the registration fee plus the Gov'-
erment contribution, will constitute the
compensation fund. Compensation shall be
paid to the owner of cattle destroyed by
the department to the extent of 90 per
cent, of the assessed value of the animals,
destroyed,. the Government contributing
two-fifths of time amount payable, and the
dairymen the remaining three-fifths. 'Com-
pensation can only be paid subject to regis-
tration in accordance with the Bill, and
registration is compulsory. The claimant
inuLst have muade registration at least 14
days prior to making a claim, except in
-such circumstances as the Afinister may
decide.

Hon. G. Taylor: Who assesses the value
of the stock?

The M.ISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I will come to that. Where it can be
proved that the owner of the stock has not
registered because of certain valid con-
siderations, the Minister will have power to
set aside the condition that the owner
should have registered 14 days before
making his claim. For the purposes of the
Bill, no animal shall be assessed at a value
exceeding £15, and the claimant will be
paid only up to 90 per cent. of the assessed
value. The assessed value of animals

slaghtredshall be determined by the in,-
spector orderingl their destruction and thu
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owner of the heasts. Provision is made;
whereby, in the event of at disagreement
between the owner and the inspector, the
Minister shall appoint an independent arbi-
trator whose decision shall lie final. The
Minister will be able to act impartially,
bpeca use the amoun t is to be paid from tl,
fund, and so all the 'Minister has to do is
to appoint an independent arbitrator.
whose decision shall be final. Registration
of dairy herds for the 1p''rpomes of the Bit:
shiall be comipulsory' in such districts as
shall be defined by proclamation. It is
proposed first to confine the measure to thie
metropolitan area. In that area during the
past 12 months the Stock Department has
inspected between :3.00)0 and 4,000 dfairy'
cows, a percentage of which has been
taken out of the herds and destroyed.

-Mr. C;riffiths: What percentage?
T(he M[INISTERI FOR AGRICULUTURIE:

A prefty small one, only about 32 )toasts in
tall. If a simtilar inspection had been car-
ried out in previous years, the percentage
would have been still smller, for the
herds would have been cleaner. it is pro-
posed to proclaim the Act first in the
metropolitan area, and to extend it later
In further proclamations. In the nietro-
politani area there are 6,000 dairy cows.
The registration of those animals at 2s.
per head will provide £600 as a nucleu-
for the fund. It will be necessary, there-
fore, for the Government to set aside £300
towards the operations of the Act in the
first Year. The Bill provides that if the
funds hecome sufficiently strong to warrant
a reduction in the amount provided to
make up) the fund, this shall be done.

lon. G. Taylor: Proportionately.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

Yes. There would be no value in establish-
ing a fund and holding a big sum of money
unless that money was utilised for the pur-
p)oses set forth in the measure.

Mr. Latham: Are you going to pay for
the inspectors oat of the fund;

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No. The administration will lie carried oat
by the inspectors under the Stock Diseases
Act. Nothing will he paid out of the fund
except by way of compensation. Any animal
that is ordered to be slaughtered must be
delivered at a Government abattoir and
slaughtered there. After it is slaughtered
there the valuei of the carcase or part thereof
will be passed into the compensation
fund. The Bill says that the proceeds

shall remain the property of the Govern-
ment. It must be the property of someone,
but actually the proceeds will be paid into,
the compensation fund.

I-Ion. G. Taylor: Who wilt control the
fundl

The MINISTER FOR AGR ICUJLTUREl:
Nominally the Treasury, but actually the
Department of Agriculture will control it.
I consider that dairymen are entitled to somie
consideration at the hands of the conmmunity.
Their lot is a difficult one. I do not think,
any-one can say that dairying is it prosp~er-
ouis calling, or that it attracts grent nunibers
to it. The life is at hard one. The pletll
engaged in that occupation rise early in the
miorning and] work long- hours. There is
natural feed ovailable only for a fewv months
of the year, and for the rest of the year the
cattle have to be hand fed. When officers
of the department enter a dairy' fav in and
take cattle out :and destroy them, this must
be ;a great lblow to the owners. As this Bill
will be the mieans1 of protecting the corn-
Rnattityv the community should pay a little
by way of compensation of this character.

Mr. Sampson: Will the Bill be restricted
to the two diseases mentioned in it!

The MINISTER FOR AORTCUr4 TI;R E:
Yes. The cattle can by law he tiestrovid
for pleuro. but that would not be done for
the sake of the health of the community. but
in order to protect the remainder of the
berd.

Hon. Gf. Taylor: It would be the samne
with rinderpest.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUJLTURE:h
Yes. This compensation is to be given be-
cause we intend to protect the community.
We, therefore, think the community should
to sonme extent compensate the owvners for
the cattle destroyed. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Sampson, debate ad-
jourined. ,I

BILL,-SPECIAL LEASE (ESPERANCE
PINE PLANTATION).

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 21st October.

RON. SIR JAMES MTCHELL (Nor-
tharn) [.5.351: For some time past people
in this country with money have been buying
shares in a company' promoted to carry on
pine planting in New Zealand. I al-
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ways thought it was wrong that our
money should go to New Zealand when pine
trees, that would prove so useful in this
State, can be grown here. People put their
money into this venture no doubt lured by
the promise of a substantial and quick re-
turn. The company in question has ex-
pressied it desire to plant pines in Western
Australia. In submitting the Bill the Minis-
ter asked the House to authorise the issue of
a conditional purchase lease of 45,000 acres.
'Under the Land Act the amount is limited
to 5,000 acres of second class land, and
cncerning anything beyond that area Par-
liament must be consulted. We have heard
from the Minister that the people who are
applying for this lease believe that pine
trees will grow well in this area. I do not
know if the Minister has consulted the For-
ests Department.

The Minister for Lands: I read the report.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It ap-

pears that the Forests Department are fav-
ourable to the granting of this lease, The
railway line from Esperance to Salmton
Gums runs through a portion of the area.
I have been across from Salmon Gumas La
Esperance, and I know something of the
land in question.

Hon. G. Taylor: Did you not go through
at night time?

Ron. Sir JAMES MXITCHELL: I hope it
will be found that pine trees will grow there,
and that the Minister is not letting go any
land suitable for agriculture. We have
plenty of land of the class in question, but
not too much land near Esperanee of thle
elass that will growv wvheat.

The Minister for Lands: T made full in-
(juiies about that beforehand.

Hon. Sir JAME%[S MITlCHELLT: I suppose
the land has been thoroughly elassified. If
the trees -will grow there, after sonic
years we shall reap the reward. Tinder
the Bill it is provided that 1,000 acres will
he planted in the first year, and a similar
area dluring each year thereafter. It
will, thlerefore, he a long time before the
full area is planted. I hope it may be pos-
sible to carry out the programme earlier than
that. There is a good deal of coastal land
of a quality the Minister seeks to sell to
these people, so that I am not going to ob-
.ject to the passage of this Bill. The Min-
ister rightly provides that a freehold may
issue for each thousand acres when pines
have been properly planted upon it. If we
are going to do the thing at all, it is just

as well we should do it geueronsly, and en-
courage these people to put their money
into the venture. We cannot, of course, ac-
cept any responsibility as to whether or not
the trees will grow there, hut we can permit
these people to feel that when 1,000 acres
have been planted and properly cared for,
their investment, sw far as the title goes, is
safe. I should object to the arrangement
if anything better could be done with this
land, but I think no better can he done with
it according to the report the Minister has
submitted to the House. Some members
think that land can hie classified merely iw
driving through it, hut one cannot see much
of an area of 4.5,000 acres over a trip of a
few miles, We can, however, accept the re-
port of the department upon this area. In
order that the money may be kept within
the State, and these trees grown here, we
should assist the Minister in the passage of
the Bill. I have often wondered why people
are so willing to invest their money in pine
plantations in New Zealand. They might
well consider that it would he worth while
to plant wattle trees in order to obtain tan-
ning bark within the State. In British
East Africa, as well as in South Australia,
a great deal of money is made from the
growing of wattle trees. British East A friea
obtained its seed from South Australia, and
has been growinig these trees for years. Thie
wet parts of this country are suited for sun
growing of wattle. At Harvey and in vari-
ous parts of the South-West some wonder-
ful trees can he seen on the railwayv reserv-e.
I think that from the Moore River to Al-
hany we could row wattle successfully and
profitably, possibly more profitably than other
trees could he grown. The return would
be quicker, for the tree grows at a fast rate.
The trouble in this country is that there are
too few of these trees grown. It is like the
people in Heaven as compared with those in
another place. There are so few of them to
do the work that they have a fairly hard
time. In this favoured country of ours
there are so few people tliat we, to'.b, ave a
fairly hard time, and we have not been able
to do the things that can most profitably
be done. I hope the result of this phantiag,
will be to call the attention of other enter-
prising people to the opportunity which is-
aifforded of investing money in the growing
of other profitable trees. There is no reason
why we should not do a considerable amooim
in this direction. If British East Africa ean
take seeds from Australia, grow trees, and
market the bark, surely in the hom2 of the
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seed we can do more than we are doing. 1
hope this venture will prove successful. We
are letting go a fairly large area of land,
but the position is safeguarded to the exs-
tent that it must be planted. An undertak-
inu, of this nature involves a considerable
outlay of money. If the frees grow well, a
considerable revenue will come to the Gov-
ernment by way of the transport charges
that will be imposed on the timber. I an'
glad that the enterprise is being entered
upon, and have no desire to oppose the pas-
sage of the Bill.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [5.43] : I am
glad the Bill has been brought down. The
idea is at splendid one. Our imports of soft-
wood, I believe, average something like
£100,000i in value every year; consequently
there is a good opportunity for the growing
of that timbn er in titis State. I had ain op-
portunity when iii New Zealand of seeing
what is being done there in respect to thle
afforestat ion Of soft Woods. I have also seen
w~hat is being done in South Australia. These
trees Are being grown on what may be
termed land of at nondescript ehmarte-, and
that is very of ten the best type of land for
the production of softwood. There is at

great deal of land in Western Australia that
has proved good for the production of pinus
insignus andl piflhs 1 inaster, and other pines.
In the Darling Ranges the Forests Depart-
ment are doing splendid work. Sonic hin-
dreds of acres of pine plantations were re-
contly inspected by the Premier. I under-
stand he expressed surprise and admiration
At the wonderful growth that hail been made
in so short a period.

The Premnier: Admiration for the work of
my own department.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am advised that the
Premier putl up somiething of a record in
the number of miles that he walked.

'rThe Premier: I did that, and became very
tir-ed.

-Mr. SAMPSON: If there is anything
*tolulated to weaken the physical powers of
imember it is the long hours that he has

to spend in the House. The ex-Premier had a
hirnilar weakness. It was difficult to prevent
bini walking a long distance if there was a
cow to he seen or a new grass to be inspected.
Out from Ballarat a great deal has been done
in the way of producing- soft woods. These
,are now being used for the making of fruit
eases in the dried fruit areas. That
,roist mean an immense inaving. Speaking
of the wattle of commerce. one of thre varie-

ties of the acacia, I can endorse what has
been said by the Leader of the Opposition.
I have never seen better wattle trees than
are to be seen in Western Australia. Un-
fortunately there are only a few examples,
and those have been speciailly planted. The
late Mr. Thomas Blake, who was town clerk
in the municipality of North Perth, was
responsible for havin the broad-leafed
wattle planted in some of the streets of that
suburb. Those trees call be inspected to-
.lay; they are of immense size and their
Appearance goes to prove that if wattle
p.lanting were entered upon in a commercial
way, it would prove a payable proposition.
hi South Anstralia, small Canners add to
their income eath year by str-ipping wattle
trees when they react inatr'ity. I can speak
with some Assurance in this respect because
when I was a lad I did a .God deal of it.
f uinderstand that other members in this
Hfouse spent some of their youthful days
in a similar way. It is a great pity that
Western Australia has not seized the oppor-
tunity that exists here to grow wattle be-
vause there is no climate more suitable for
;Is production that that of this State. I
welcome the Bill and I bope the company
that is to be formed will prove successful.
It has been a matter of .eep relgret to me to
lInow that a large surn of money has been
lent out of Western Australia to assist in
the grTowth of soft woods in New Zealand
and certain of the Eastern States. I suplport
the second rending of the Bill.

Question put aind passed.

Bill read a second time

Its Commrittht. Ce.

Bill passed through Committee wvithout
debate, reported without amendment and
' lie report adopted.

BILL-WIRE AND WIRE NETTING.

Second Readlin.

Debate resumed from the 7th October.

MR. LATHAM (York) [5.52): There ran
l e no objection to this Bill is the Minister
has told us the object is to confirm the adl-
,tances that have been rmale.

Mr. Sleeman: Yon mui~t be in favour of
P'tntc trading.'

Mr. LATHAM: If all legislation proved
As helpful as this is likel:' to be, we would
!.ave no occasion to worry.
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Mr. Marshall: Who is going to be the
judge?

Nit. LATHAM: The supply of netting
has proved of great benefit to the farmers
oGf this State, and I am pleased that the
Minister has been able to render assistance
at such a time. If the netting had not been
listributed early, there would have been

great destruction caused by rabbits. I
-do not know of any instance where
Government officials, have been so ac-
tive as in the ease of the handling of the
ncetting for distribution. Thcy all seemed
to realise the importance of getting the work
,done quickly. Having come closely into
contact with the work of those officials, I
can vouch for the expedition that they used.
T hope the Minister will get the money from
the Commonwealth. It will not be a gift to
the people, but it will mean a slight redue-
lion in interest. Anythiig- that we can do
to assist in the netting of the agricultural
lands will mean not only protecting the
-assets of the farmers, but it will improve the
value of the production, and it will further
mean that every time we enclose a holding,
that holding will be re'ndered capable of
(~arrying additional stock. It may also mean
amortgage, but the mortgage on the holding

is necessary. The amount, however, will be
small and the security of the property will
vot be affected. The Associated Banks have
fallen in with the idea, knowing that the
.. sset is doubly protected by the erection of
the fence. As I said last night, the people
in my district appreciate very much the
,efforts made by the Minister for Lands in
getting the work done quickly. There is no
reason why the Bill should not be adopted
in its entirety.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [5.56]:
I have no intention of opposing the measure
because I realise the importance of rendering
."ssistance to the ag'ricultmral industry in the
inanner intended. It is a remarkable thing
'how some members can support a measure
such as this without apparently a blush
upon their faces , and f the same time,
ailmost within 24 hours, they can oppose a
measure on all-fours with it. even -when the
Government have actually expended money
without the authority of Parliiament.

Mr. Latham-. To what are you referringi

Mr. MARSHALL: State insurance.
Mr. Latham: A totally different thing.

MNr. MARSHALL- OP. course," and hon.
-members take a delight in urging the Gov-

e~rnment to leave private enterprise alone.
That is the substance of their argument.

Air. Latbain: Are you going to vote
against the Bill?

Mr. MLJARSHEALL: That is a matter for
my conscience and I shall exercise it more
amiably than does the hon. member on many
u;ceasions. I merely rose for the purpose
of drawing attention to She unblushing way
in which some members attack the Govern-
meat because of what the~y call the Govern-
ment's socialistic legislation, and the man-
tier in which the Government dabble in State
trading. I would like to hear what the mem-
ber for West Perth has to say on the qutes-
tion. It is most interesting to hear members
speak on legislation of this nature, if only
for the purpose of finding out the type of
political acrobats that thav are This will
be of value on the hustings in March next.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Mfar~garet)
[5.58]: Some of my friends who wanted
wire netting a little time wgo had to give a
mortgage over their property. The mort-
geage rather stifled them. The whole of the
a~rea was secured against dogs and rabbits
except two miles of it that needed to be
-fenced. T do not know whether I am correct
in saying that a mortgage under this Bill
Will be on an equality with a prior mort-
gange.

The Mlinister for Lands: We have priority
under the Bill.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: You supersede other
maortgages?

Mr. Latham: Only by arrangement.
Ron. 0. TAYTOR: The Bill will certainly

be of great value to the people so long as
he netting supplied is sufficient.

The Minister for Lands: There is no
limitation.

Ron. G. TAYLOR: I do not know what
conditions obtain, but I was told that five
miles would be the maximum ranted to any
one individual.

Mr. Latham: The Federal Act fixes that.
Hon. G. TAYLOR: T have an idea that it

is fixed by regulation under the Federal
Act.

The Minister for Lands: That does not
apply to this measure. I shall explain it
later.

MR. DAVY (West 1'crthl [6.0]: I seem
to have received a challenge to make a speech
on this Bill and I am not afraid to accept
it. The toil-end of the speech of the mem-
her for Murchison (Mr. Marshall) appeared
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to indicate that he had made a strong protest
against the inconsistency of members on this
side of the House. It is a poor kind of
creature who is afraid of being inconsistent.

Mr. Sleeman: It is a hit inconsistent, is
it not?

Mr. DAVY: I do not think so, but if it
were inconsistent, I should not be afraid to
alter my mind. Any man w'ho governs his
lae by some rigid formula becomes a
1 alueless memiber of the community-

Mr. Sleeman: But there is a vital prin-
cipal involved.

Mr. DAVY: And a valueless member of
this Assembly. We are charged with having
accepted the principle laid down in this Bill,

hereas we contested, as a matter of general
principle, the advisableness of State trading.
This Bill does not appear to involve State
trading in any sense of the term. The
Premier smiles and I feel mi.re that he agrees
with me.

The Premier: That is why I am smiling.
Mr. DAVY: All that is proposed by this

Bill is that the Government shall have power
to advance money to settlers wvho wish to
buy wire netting, and allow them to repay
it on long terms secured by a mortgage over
thieir property. That is not State trading.
It has not the elements of! State trading. It
is not not coinupction with other people.

Mr. Sleeman: Of cour~c it is.
The Minister for Lands: This Bill does

not say that. It provides for wire netting
supplies.

Mr. DAVY: What is'tbe difference? The
Minister knows there is no difference be-
tween providing the wire netting or the cash
with which to buy wire netting. The Agri-
cultural Bank makes advances to persons
for specific purposes and when they receive
the money they have to expend it for those
specific purposes. In fact they have to
spend it before they get if. The chief criti-
cism levelled against the Government over
the State Insurance Bill was that they em-
barked upon the State insurance business
first of all and then asked the approval of
Parliament.

Mr. Sleeman: That is what this Bill does.
M r. DAVY: No, the Bill asks the per-

mission of Parliament and proposes t-,
earry out the work after permission has
been obtained.

Mr. Sleeman: How much wire have the
Government boug' ht already?

Mr. DAVY: Is there any Act of Parlia-
ment that forbids the Government to buy
wire?

Mr. Sleemian: No, it is quite right, but
last week it was quite wrong.

Mr. DAVY: t am not aware that the
Government have bought any wire netting,
though they might have done so. If they
bare done so, and if for any reason this
Bill is defeated, they could always sell the
wire netting and no one would be any the
wiser. If for any reason the State Insur-
ance Bill-

Mr. SPEAKER: The hion. member must
not discuss the State Insurance Bill.

iMr. DVYt: If on the other hand the
other measure were defeated, the Govern-
mient could not revert to the Position in
which they stood previously. I do not
think any member on this side of the House
is afraid of being charged with being incon-
sistent occasionally. It is impossible to
lay down a rigid principle and apply it
w'ith absolute exactness all the time. The
needs of the country are elastic.

lion. G. Taylor: And the views of the
farmers are more so.

Mr. DAVY: In agreeing to this Bill I
can see no departure from the principle
that actuated most members on this side
of the House in opposing the State Insur-
ance Bill. The members for Murchison
and Fremantle are extraordinarily difficult
to satisfy. If we fight their Bills they get
very cross.

Hon. G. Taylor: Venomous at times.
Mr. DAVY : Almost venomous. They

work themselves almost into a passion, as
the Minister for Works did the other night.
Some of them look towards us with looks
of hatred and contempt.

Mr. Sampson: Some of them with murder
in their eyes.

Mr. DAVY: That is how they regarded
us the othe. night. Now, when we approve
of a Bill, the member for Fremantle works
himself into a passion. There is no satis-
fying members opposite. I propose to re-
frain from making any attempt to satisfy
them, but shall vote on any measure as I
think proper. I hope other members on
this side will continue to do likewise.

MR. LINDSAY (Toodyay) [6.7]: 1 supo.
port the second reading. This is a subject
of whie6i I know something. I congratulate
the Minister for Lands on having taken
the action that he has done. Although the
measure contemplates a departure, it
cannot be described as State trading. We
have in existence an Agricultural Bank
and an Industries Assistance Board who
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are prepared to advance to settlers money
for wire netting and who have done so.
Unfortunately they have not been as
liberal in their advances for wire netting
as they should have been. Some time ago
the Federal Government decided to make
available to the State certain money free
of interest for the purchase of wire net-
ting. This State secured a large share of
that grant. Later the Federal Parliament
agreed to provide a certain amount with
interest.

The Minister for Laends : The Federal
Parliament has not yet ag-reed to it.

Mfr. LINDSAY :I am aware that the
measure has not yet been passed. The
Federal Government agreed to find a cer-
tain amount to provide wire netting. Pend-
ing the passing of the Federal measure,
this State could not afford to wait for the
wire netting. I told the Minister for
Lands some months ago that if we obtained
2,000 miles of wire netting early enough,
the saving of damage to the crops would
more than pay the total cost of the netting.
Unfortunately we did not obtain it quite
early enough, but it came to hand in suffi-
cient time to save damage to quite a lot of
the crops. Before I entered Parliament I
accompanied to Perth a neighbour of mine
who had been practically driven off the
land through the rabbits eating- his crops.
I approached the then Minister for Agri-
culture and be agreed to go to the trustees
of the Agricultural Bank and ascertain
whether they would grant advances for
wire netting. That was in 1922, wvhich was
rather a dry season owing to the lack or
spring rains. A considerable number of
failures in the wheat belt have been due to
the non-provision of advances for netting
holdings. A private financial institution in
my district, before it will take a client.
insists upon his providing a certain amount
of netting- around his holding, and that is
not a State trading concern. The Mfinister.
in providing wire netting, is not doing any-
thing that the State has not done before.
The Government have been lending money
to people on the land, and that is all they
propose to do under this measure. By no
stretch of imagination can that be termed
State trading. The sole object is to make
advancee of wire netting to the farmers in
order that they may' protect their crop-.
That is the right thing to do, and I compli-
ment the Minister for Lands on having
done it. There is nothing socialistic about
the scheme. Private institutions have

been inaking similar advances for years
and they cannot be described as socialistic
concerns. In the wheat belt the banks are
advancing money for wire netting- on the
securityv of a mortgage.

Thne Minister for Railways: And insur-
ance companies are doing insurance busi-
ness.

Mr. LINDSAY: Before a settler can ob-
tain aLI advance for wire netting, his title
must be investigated and the Agricultural
Bank trustees must be of opinion that the
position of the applicant warrants his being
granted an advance. The applications
have also to be approved by the Federal
Goavernment. The Minister has informed
us that he has received between £60,000
and £60,000 from the Federal Government
free of interest, the repayment to be spread
over 20 or 30 years.

The Minister for Lands: That does not
come under this measure.

Mr. LrNDSAY :Under this measure a
settler has to pay for any advance be
receives.

Hon. * G Tnylor: I am glad to know it is
not a socialistic scheme.

Mr. LINDSAY: The repayments will he
spread over 25 years, and the rate of in-
terest and sinking fund will be £8 Is. 2d.
per cent. Between such a scheme and
State insurance, there is no analogy what-
ever. We are seeking to benefit still fur-
ther the agricultural industry, to which
the Government have already advanced
about £10,000,000 of the State's money' . To
protect the State's security in vermin-
infested areas, it is necessary that vermin-
proof fencing should be provided. If the
netting were not made available, in some
instances sufficient crop would be eaten by
the rabbits to pay for the whole cost of
fencing the property. I compliment the
Minister for Lands, not so much on having
introduced this Bill, as on having taken
prompt action in the first place.

Mr. Panton: This Bill is to legalise his
action.

Mr. LINDSAY: The 'Minister's action was
taken to p~rotect this season's crop. A good
many farmers are enjoying the benefit of
the protection, which will result in the saft--
guarding of a considerable portion of the
wheat production. I support the second
reading. There is no comparison between
this measure and the State Insurance Bill.

Sitting suspended ?tom 6.15 to 7.80 p.m.
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MR,. BROWN (I'ing-elly) [7.30]: After
the remarks of the member for Murchison
(Mr. Marshall) 1 wish to say a few words
on this Bill. I do not know whether I1 shall
be called a political acrobat, but I favour the
Bill. I cannot see any likeness between what
the Measure proposes and the functions of
State trading concerns. 'The Premier has
told us that the whole of WVestern Australia
depends on primary production. If this Bill
is not passed, some of our largest wheat-pro-
ducing districts will be eaten out by rabbits.
The Premier realises that if we can, get at
30-bushel average per acre-which is quit-
possible-it will mean huge prosperity for
Western Australia and for its Treasurer.
Therefore I assure the House and the country
that the Bill ought to be passed. Who holds
the mortgages over the properties of Indus-
tries Assistance Board clients? The Agri-
cultural Bank, which means practically the
Government. Therefore it behoves tile Gov-
ernment to see that the farmers get wire
netting. The Government will reap the bene-
fit. Are the farmers to get the wire netting,
for nothing? No. Thanks to the cheap
money obtained from the Imperial Govern-
ment, our Government are enabled to supply
money for the purchase of wire netting at a
cheap rate. Eventually, however, tile mney
has to be refunded, with interest and sinking-
fund, by the men who get thle wire. Thnus
they will be under no obligation whatever
to the Government. There is good in all
Governments, even in a Labour Government.
Probably, however, there is "'bett~er" in other
Governments. Representing an agricultural
constituency, I regard the Bill as of the ut-
most importance. Only a little time ago,
when passing through the eastern portion of
my electorate, I was surprised to see thous-
ands upon thousands of rabbits passing in
front of the car.

Mr. Panton: Millions of them!
'.%r. BROWN : Yes, millions. I could not

have counted them, nor could the bon. 'acmr-
ber interjecting. Not much discussion is
needed, the Bill being good and fair. Any.--
one having the interests of Western Aus-
tralia, at hieart must support the meaqure un-
reservedly.

MR. J. H. SMITH QNelson) [7.33]: 1
do not oppose the Bill, though I believe it
object could have been attained through the
A.-rieult'ivrnl Bank without the introduction
of any legislation. I believe I can read the
mind of the Minister for Lands so far as the

introduction of the Bill is conic inc.. , a.
the Minister in his reply to assure me that
the favours proposed by the Bill are not to
he extended only to the wheat areas. I un-
derstand that the primary object of the (Ioy-
erment is to provide wire netting for the
wheat areas solely. South-Western farners
and settlers, however, are now t~roubled wvith
rabbits and vermin. Even in the orchards
the rabbits are gnawing the fruit trees. Con-
sequently the South-West needs assistance

ofteknd proposed by the Bill. 1 Ibresurne
that the reason why the prmoposal. of the Bill
lie inot to he effected through the Agricul-
tural Bank, which would be an adequate
channel, is Uhit people who are dealing withI
private banks may be assisted. ,The policy
of the A -ricultural Bank is not to advance
money onl orchard properties. Indeed, that
has been its policy in the past. Through
the strenuous years of the war and its after-
math, therefore, orchardists had to go to the
lprivate banks for funds to carry' them over.
Thus the private banks haove first mortgage,
over orchard properties. Will the Bill ad-
mit of advances being made to orchardists
and others who are clients of the private
banks and not of the Agriculturall Bank or
the Industries Assistance Board? If not,
hardship will be occasioned to maiiy deserv-
ing people Wvho arc unable to purchase wire
netting themselves. Will the Bill apply only
to the wheat areas, or will it apply olcn I'

(lie South-Westq

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [7.35): 1
suIpport the Bill. Having always tried to be
fair and conscientious, I cannot for the life
of me understand the attitude of members
opposite on this Bill, having regard to their
attitude of a few days ago. The member for
Toodyny (Mr. Lindsay) said that in this
matter the Government were right because
it was impossible for the farmers to wait
for wire netting. It is no more impossible
for the farmers to wait for wire netting
than it was impossible for the Minister
for Works to wait before coming to the
rescue of stricken miners on the goldifelds.
The member for We4 Perth (21r. Davy)
said I was working myself up into a pa--
sion over the fact that the Opposition were
supporting a Government measure. Nobody
ever worked himself into a greater pasqion
than did the member for West Perth when
the Bill to establish State insurance was be-
fore the House. That -was when we saw ex-
hibitions of passion from members opposite,
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wvho said it was utterly wrong from the Gov-
ernment to do something behind. the back of
Parliament instead of waiting for Parlia-
ment to meet.

Mr. Davy: You have never seen me in
a passion yet.

-Mr. SLEEMAN: The same principle ap-
plies in this case. In connection with the
Bill establishing State insurance we sawv the
insurance complanies ramping and roaring all
round the State and cireularising members
of Parliament against the measure. I have
no doubt that to-day the private firms deal-
ing in wire netting are roaring just ats much.
I have much pleasure in supporting the Bill.

Imerely rose to point out time inconsistency
of membets opposite.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
WV. C. Angwin-North-East Fremantle-in
reply) [7.37] : Replying first to the main-
her for Aft. Margaret (Hon. G. Taylor),I
wish to point out that work under the Corn-
monwealth Wire Netting Act of 1923 has
ceased. That measure, which imposed a limit
of five miles, has not operated since the 30tb
June last. As regards mortgages, a large
number have been fixed up with private
banks. That answers the member for Nel-
son (Mr. J. H. Smith).

Mr. J. H. Smith: It will make no dif-
ference?

The IMINISTER FOR LANDS: It makes
no difference. If the Commonwealth com-
plete their work, we shall have sufficient
money to supply a very large quantity of
wire netting. Wire netting is urgently
needed by farmers in the wheat areas who
lost their crops last year. They suffered
most severely, and they would not have been
likely to put in crops for this season if wire'
netting had not been supplied. The member
for West Perth (Mr. Davy) and the member
for Toodysy (Mr. Lindsay) said this Hilt.
did not represent State trading. Appar-
ently they do not want to know what it re-
presents; they certainly d~o know. The Gov-
ernment are buying wire netting and selling
it again, which is an entirely different mat-
ter. If a farmer had money lent to him by
a bank for the purpose of purchasing wire
netting, he could go to Sandover's or to Mc-
Lean Bros. and Rigg to buy it. In this ease,
however, the Government buy the wire net-
ting and sell it to the farmners. The Govern-
ment do not profit from their action, but all
the same it is State trading. The wire net-

ting is to be paid for if bought with money
o.btained from the Agricnitural Bank.

'.%r. Lindsay: floes the farmer get the
wire netting cheaper from the Government
than from private firms?

Mr. Panton: Of course.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Ifa
farmer glets Government money to buy wvire
netting, he gets it at a lower rate of interest
than he would have to pay outside. Under
the Bill wire netting will be supplied at a
cheaper rate than that at which thme Agricul-
tural Bank can supply it, because that in-
stitution requires I per cent, over the rate
which it has to pay for motley. The memn-
ber for West Perth said it was a matter
of entire indifference. However, with the
(onsent of the Treasurer, I have spent over
£90,000 without the consent of Parliament.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: That is quite all
right.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The rea-
son for my action was the urgent necessity
of the case. The action was taken for the
purpose of protecting the best interests of
the State, for the purpose of securing the
sowing of larger areas than otherwise would
have been sown. Another object was to pro-
tect crops already sown.

Mr. Davy: Nobody is complaining of
wvhat you have done.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Precisely
similar action was taken in regard to wor-
kers' insurance. Without the authority of
Parliament the Government agreed to grant
insurance covers in order to prevent the
mining industry from closing down and in
order to protect miners who were suffering
from diseases.

Mr. Davy: But you did not confine your-
self to the mining industry.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
the reason why State insurance was started.
It was started in the interests of the mining
industry and has been extended to other in-
dustries. The action taken was absolutely
necessary in the interests of the State. Per-
haps I ea trespassing, but I should like to
add that while the Government expended
over £90,000 on wire netting without the con-
sent of Parliament, they did not expend £10
on State insurance.

The Premier: And have not done so yet.
Mr. Sleeman: It is all right when the

Government spend money on wire netting.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I know

what is in the legal mind.
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Mr. Latham: You had better not mix up.
the two things.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Though
I knew it was illegal, I would do the same
thing nest your in similar circumstances.
We could not wait for the Commonwealth
Government because it was necessary to pro-
ceed at once, and we took action accord-
ingly. The Bill does not refer to wire net-
tin only. We are able to provide supplies
of wire in accordance with the scheme we
hope will be arranged with the Common-
wealth Government. If that arrangement is
not made, a higher rate will have to be paid
for the netting-, but if the scheme is ar-
ranged, the farners will get the benefit of
the reduction in accordance with the Corn-
monwealth scheme. At present three States
haive not approved of the proposal, end time
has to be allowed to enable them to give the
matter full consideration. I hope members,
,who represent country constituencies, will
advise farmers, whose applications for wire
netting have been approved, to secure their
requirements quickly. We have about 900
or 1,000 miles of netting at Fremantle and
there is considerable congestion. If the
farmers, whose applications have been ap-
proved, do not take their supplies, others
who are asking for the netting will get it in-
stead. We cannot keep them waiting as well.

Mr. Lindsay: The trouble is that many
farmers cannot make use of it at present,
and not for some time to come.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
makes no difference. Other people are ask-
ingw for supplies.

Mr. Corboy: The farmers could take de-
livery of their supplies now.

The MINSTER FOR LANDS: That is
SO.

Mr. Stubbs: Is there any limit to the miile-
age that can he obtained?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
know what action the Under Secretary has
taken, but there is no limitation that I know
of regarding the Commonwealth supplies.
Under the Commonwealth Act of 1023 there
was a limitation of five miles, but on this
occasion I know of no such proposed limita-
Lion. In my opinion the Government took
a wise step in securing the supplies in order
to protect the farmers, just as we acted
wisely for the protection of the miners.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

EILL-TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.

Standing Orders Suspension.

THE PREMIER (Hfon. P. Collier-
Boulder) [7.48]: 1 move-

That so much of the Standing Orders be
,suspended as is necessary to enable the con-
sideration of the Council's amendments in the
Traffic Act Amendment Bill to be taken int6
consideration upon the receipt of the message
fromn the Legislative Council.

Question put and passed.

Council's Amendments.

M~essage fromt the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the Bill
subject to a schedule of 18 amendments.

In Gommittee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; Hon. J. Cunning-
hem (Honorary Minister) in charge of the
Bill.

No. 1, Clause 7.-Add at the cad of the
clause the followin wrds: ' and by adding
to the section a frhrproviso, as follows:-
Provided also that a local authority may, in
exceptional circumstances, and with the ap-
proval of the Minister, grant a license to the
owner of a particular vehicle therein men-
tioned without payment of the prescribed fee,
under and subject to such conditions, if any,
as may be stated in the license. "

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
The amendment provides for the total or
par-tial exemption fron. the payment of fees
for vehicles rarely used. It further provides
that if, istead of a fee being charged, a
lump sum may be agreed upon between the
owner and the local authority, in that event
no fee shall be charged, provided the ap-
proval of the Minister has been obtained.
Heavy steam-driven tractors -which are sel-
rlo' used, are one type that would be af-
fected.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

NIo. 2. Clause, 8.-Delete the first three
lines of paragraph (a), and insert the follow-
ing words in lieu thereof:-"(a) By insert-
ing after the word 'and,' at the beginning of
the amendment to paragraph (b) of Subsec-
tion (2), mnade by the Act No. 16 of 1922, the
following word:-' as to one-half of the net
balance of said fees to deduct therefrom.' "
(1y) By adding to paragraph (b) of Subsec-
tion (2), as amended, the following words:-

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

The effect of the amendment is that not more
than hail the traffic fees can he retained for
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the repair of main roads, the Caus-eway andl
til-e Fremantle road bridge. We see no 6et-
iuus objection to the ame~ndment. The nena
three amendments p~rolposed by the Countil
arec consequential.

Question put and pa-ssed: the t'nunvil's
amendment agreed to.

Xc.- 3. Clause 8.-Deleta. the words "the
Metropolitan Traffic Trust Account,'' in lines
1] and 12, and insert the words ''the said one-
half of the net balance of said fee;, so far as
the samne shall he available after providing for
the deductions aforesaid.''

No. 4. Clause 8.-Add the following, to
stand as paragraph (e) :-(e) Paragraph (c)
of Subsection (2) of Section 13 of the prin-
cipal Act is hereby repealed, and the follow-
lag is inserted in lieu thereof-''1 (c) The re-
mainig half of the net balance of said fees
shall, together with any moneys remaining un-
expended out of the said first-mentioned half
of the net balance of the said fees, be annu-
ally paid to and divided amongst the local
authorities of the dlistricts9 and subdistrieta
comprised in the metropolitan area in such
shares and proportions as the Minister may
determine."

No. 5. Clause 12.-Arid at the end the fol-
lowing words:-"The p'roviso to Subsection
(7) of Section 20 of the principal Act is
amended by inserting after the word 'shall'

the words 'subject to the next following pro-
viso'; and a further proviso. is added to the
said Subsection (7), as foliouss:-Provided
also that the Minister may appoint offcers of
the 'Main Rloads Board to regulate and control
traffic within the metropolitan area, on roads
under construction or maintained by the said
Board under the provisions of the Main Roads
Act, 1925."1

On motions by Hon. J. Cunninghamn the
foregoing amendmnents were agreed to.

No. 6. Clause 13.-Delete "eighteen'' and
insert ''seventeen," iii line three.

Hon. J. CIJNNIIHATH: I move-

That the amendment be not agreed to.
The Legislative Council seek to reduce the
age at which a person mnay receive a license
to drive a motor vehicle from 18 as agreed
to by this Chamber, to 17 years. When the
Bill was introduced, tilt age limit proposedl
was 19 years. The question was discussed
at great length, andi, in my opinion, we
should adhere to our earlier decision, when
we decided to make the age 18 years.

Mr. DAVY: It is very diffiult to draw a
definite line in such a matter. There is a hot
to be said for the younger age, particularly
when we bear in mind the Council's; amend-
ment relating to this subject. From my ex-
perience, I should s~ay that (09 boys of 1i
years of age out of every 100 are quite fit.
hearing in mind the further limitations sug-

gested by the Legislative Council, to drive
motor vehitle6. There are one Or tWO LIIIL-
hers6 of this R1ouse whose sonis of 17 drive
their motor cars with conspicuous skill anid
caution.

The Premnier: 'What, breaking the law!
Mr. DAVY: At present there is no law

except such as is set up by way of regula-
tion. I take it that the amendment proposed
is, in effect, a reeognition that the regulation
dealing with the subject is ultra vires. Even
under the proposed law it may be possible
to allow an individual under the specified age
to drive a car in the presence of an older
person. I know at least one member of this
House who expressed the opinion that his
son, who is 17 years old, was a better driver
than he.

Hon. S. W. Muncie: That may not be say-
ing too much.

Mr. DAVY:- From what I know of the
member in question he drives particularly
well and particularly carefully. One could
understand the age limit being pushed up
by crusty conservatives, but it is hard
to realise that the proposal woulld re-
c eive the support of our radical Minister for
Works or of the radical T-onorary Minister
who is now representing fhat Minister.

Mr. Sampson: He has young ideas.
The Premier: If I may divulge a secret.

it was their influence in Cabinet that de-
cided the question.

Mr. DAVY: When the Minister for
Works introduced the Bill he said that the
age should have been 21 years and not 19,
hand now the Honorary Minister takes up
the same attitude,

The Premier: T had a job to hold the
lbalanne between the two saetions in Cabinet.

Mr. DAVY: It was the older people who
prevented the tendency to raise the age to
21, instead of 19.

The Premier: It was.
Mr, DAVTY: That is a surprisingv thing!.

One would expect to find members viewing,
the position somewhat along the lines of
fathers and othier older people who, with
their long experience of life, and the older
i her get, have lpqs trnuet in youth.

Mr. Panton: Some of us remember when
we were boys.

Mr. DAVY: Some of us look back over
long years as through a dark veil, and see
a hazy picture of ourselves in youth.

The Premier:- Look at the old chap draw-
ing on his vast experience of many years!

Mr. DAVY: It is surprising that we
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should be taught a lesson as to trusting
youths by the members ot another place to
whom in our lighter moments ".e refer as
"the dear old geiitlemen." T suggest we ac-
cept their amendment.

Question put and negatived: the Coun-
i's amendment not agreed to.

No. 7. Clause 13-Insert after the word
''age.'' in line three, the following:-''and
by snbstitutimg the wvord 'any' for the word
'a,' in the fourth line, amid by inserting thfe
words 'or kinds' aifter thme word 'kind,' in the
ffth line thereof''; ''alnd by adding a proviso
to Subsection (1I, after the word 'specified,'
a follows: -'Provided that no annual license
shall be granted to drive a Motor wagon or
motor oinnibus in the metropolitan area to
any person who is under the age of twventy-one
years' '; ''and by adding a proviso to Sub-
.section (1), as follows: -'Provided further
that a license mulny lie granted to a person not
under the ago' of sixteeni years permitting hill
to drive a motor vehicle in thme road district ill
which he resides, except in the metropolitan
area.' ''I

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I move-

That the amendment, down to the words
''21 years'' be agreed to; and that the re-
unaindjer of it be not agreed to.

If the whole of the amendmnent were agreed
to it would cause endle-s trouble, for we
should have no check on persons 16 years
of age leaving their own district and coming
into the metropolitan area or some other
district.

The Premier: It is af supremely silly
amendment.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: In conse-
rquence, it would mean reducing thle age limit
to 16 years.

Mr. SAMPSON: Surely this amendment
was the result of a misuinderstanding in the
Council.

The Premier: No, it was twice affirmed.
MTr. SAMPSON: Still, I cannot under-

stland how it came to he pased unless indeed
it was misuderstood. 1~ will support the
Minister.

Mr. PANTON: I cannot agree to the pro-
vision in the amendment that no person
under 21 years of age shall drive a motor
wagon or a motor bus within the metropoli-
tane area. Apparently we are to allow a boy
18 years of age to drive a motor ear, hut not
to drive a motor truck moving at consider-
ably less speed than the car. I hope the
Minister will reonsider that provision.

Mr. SLEEMAN : I also am opposed to
that provision. It is altogether inconsistent
with the age at which a youth may drive a
speedy motor car..

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I am surprised at the
easy way in which the Mlinister accepts anl
amendment precluding a person from driv-
Iig a motor lorry until he reaches the age of
21 years.

Hon. J. Cunningham: There is a similar
profvision in the existing reguflation, under
which a man must be 21 years of age before
driving a motor bus.

Hon. 0. TAYLOR: It is absurd to say
that at boy of 18 may drive a motor car with

cther persons aboard, bilt is not to be
allowed to drive a motor truck. I hope the
Committee will not accept the amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: I suggest the Minister
withdraw his motion and resubmit it in see-
tions.

Hon. J. C1L'NNJNOHKMv: T will with-
draw my motion.

Motion byv leave withdrawni.

Alr. PANTON: I move-

That in line 8 the Council's amendment be
inuended by* striking out the words ''a, motor
wagon or. "
I agree that a man should be 21 years of
aine before lie drives a motor bus full of

1 ,assenxers.
Bon. J. Cunningham: I will accept that

amendment.
Mr. DAVY: I suggest that the supremely

.silly' thijng-to use the Premier's language
-- was, not the act of another place, but our

own act in attempting to flix a rigid age limit
fit all. After all, before any person can

drive a motor vehicle, he must hove a license,
and before he can get a license he must
undergo a test.

The Premier: There is nothing silly in

that.
MVr. DAVY: But it is supremely silly to

attempt to fix a ri~rid aze limit.
The Premier: There is no comparison in

silliness lbetweenl the twoe propositions, the
fixing of an a~e limit and the fixing of that
limiWt at, 18ears.

Mr. AV:Our fundamental error was
in endeavoulring to fix an age limit at all,
since each person has to undergo a test
before obtaining a license. Some persons
are never fit to drive motor ears, whereas
others at 15 years of age are peculiarly
fitted for the task. I will agree with any
extension of the age limit.

The PREMIIER: The fixing of an age
limit is essentially sound. There is no
weight in the contention that the test
should be, not one of years, but one of
capacity to drive a vehicle under examina-
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tion. A boy of 16 could pass such an
examnation-. but that is not to say he has
the Judgment and experience required for
practical driving. On the other hand, a
sufficiency of years constitutes a fair
criterion of judgment and discretion. The
fixing of an age limit plus an official test
is absolutely sound.

Mr. Davy: I drove a motor car when I
was 14 years of age.

The PRE,%fLEll: But the hon. mnember
was quite an exceptional youth. There is
a fair percentage of boys of 15 or 16 who
can not only pass5 the official test, but are
in every othr respect well qualified t.o
handle a motor car. However, we are
legislating, not for the exceptional boy, but
for the average boy.

Mr. Daivy: What shout an age limit at,
the other end, say a man over 703?

The PREMlERt: Some of the greatest
deeds in history stand to the credit of men
over 70 years of age. It is difficult to
understand how another place could go to
one extreme with regard to the driving of
a wagon, and to the other extremte with re-
gard to the driving- of a mnotor car. They
appear to have done this after recommittal.
I ami justified in saying there is something
supremely silly in the amendmnent. Possibly
their strenuous application over a period
of four hours caused a little mental ex-
haustion.

Mr. SAMPSON: I support the amend-
ment. We cannot consistently refuse to
license a man to drive a wagon, and per-
mit him to drive a motor car.

Mr. KENNEDY: I am opposed to the
striking out of these words. This is the
most important part of the Bill. There is
a big difference between driving a mnotor
car and a motor wagon. The latter :4
loaded uip to its full capacity of possibly N

.10 tons and requires very skilful handling.
In the railways an age limit is always fixed
in the ease of engine drivers and signal-
men owing to the fact that human life is
involved in their work. Some time ago I
was standing outside the Barracks when
a motor lorry came down the adjoining hill,
It was in charge of a young man who,
owing to lack of judeient, turned the
vehicle so sharply that it capsized and
killed another youing fellow. Licenses to
drivers of motor lorries should be restricted
to persons over the age of 21.

lHon. G. TAYLOR,: In the ease of a re-
cent accident that occurred in St. George's
Terrace, when two men on a motor bicycle

lost their lives, both of the deceased wvere
men over the age of 21. We cannot legi--
late to prevent accidents. If a person at
IS is competent to drive a motor car, he
should be deemed competent to drive a
motor lorry.

A mucudnivrit 011 the Cooncil's amendmentt
put and passed.

lion1. .1. CUNNiN\GHAXM: 1 move-
TIhat the Council's amendment be further

amended by striking out all the words aifter
''years'' iu line 10.

Aindnicint put and passed: the Conn-
ci] s amendment, as amnended, agr-ieed to.

No. 8. Clause 14.-Insert after ''words,"
in line 3, the word ''who,'' and in the same
line delete ''seventeen'' aind insert ''sixteen.''

Hon. J1. CUNNINGIHAM: I move-
That the amendment be Diot agreed to.

Qi'estion" put and passed: the Council'-
amendment not agreed to.

'No. 9. Clause 10.-Del etc all words after
''follows"'' in first linec anti insert the follow-
ing words:-'No driver of any motor vehicle
shall pass any horse being driven, ridden, or
led, or any drove of animals, in such a manner
or at such a rate as is likely to endanger the
safety of such horse or drove of animals or
the driver, rider, or leader thereof. Penalty

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM1: I miove-
That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and panssed: the Council',

amendment a-re o

No. 10. Clause 21, Subelause, 2, paragraph
(u).-Dclete the words "laden with manterial
projecting beyond the side of the vehicle,"
and insert the words ''exceeding seven fret
six inches in width or containing a load ex-
ceeding such width."

Hon. J1. 'U NNINGIII: I miove-
That the amiendmuent he agreed to.

This provides that the load and the lorry
shall not exceed 7ft. din, in width. We;,
already have power under the regulations
to provide that lights shall be displayed At
miight time upon the load when the overlalp

exceeds a certain distance. The officers of
the department think that 7ft. din, is not
an excessive width.

Mr. PANTO'N : 1 am surprised at the
Council's amendment. The danger is in
the overlap of the load on the lorry' . The
body' of the lorry may measure -3t. in
width, hut the load may project ift. .3in.
on either side. The danger exists at night
when a lorryv has the lightA in the usual
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position in front and the load projects over
the side. A motor car might easily run into
the overhanging load. We might, of course,
pass a regulation that there should be no
such projection between sunset and sunrise;
then it would be all right. If the projection
is the width of the lorry, well and good, but
lorries are not made Tft. 6in, wide.

The Minister for Lands: Lorries have
been carrying loads with an overhang of
3ft. or 4ft. and no accident has happened
yet.

Mr. PANTON: Then why did we spend
hours discussing the question the other
night? There must have been some reason
for it?0

Mr. SAMPSON: If a lorry carries a
load extending unduly over the sides, that
load becomes a danger to other road users,
particularly when such a load is being- taken
over a narrow bridge. Apart frein that, the
width of 7ft. 6in, is not unduly great. The
Council's proposal is very fair and should re-
ceive our support.

Mir. SLEEMAN: I cannot support the
Council's amendment. It has been suggested
that no accident has happened yet, but we
should not wait for a catastrophe before
making an alteration. The average width of
a motor lorry would be 4ft. Gin, or 5Mt. That
would give 15 inches of projection on each
side, which is far too much. Only the day
before yesterday on the Fremantle-road I
passed a lorry that wvas 7ff. Gin, wide, and
it seemed to take up the whole of the road.
We should do something to prevent accidents
happening, and not -wait for them to occur
before taking action.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The argument ad-
vaneed by the Minister for Works was that
the overhang was too great, and that at
night time, whilst it was possible to see the
lights, it would not be possible to see the
projecting load, and there was the risk of
running into it. The Minister agreed that
the overhang should be 9 inches. The diffi-
culty will always be at night time, and unless
the lights are on the outer sides of the
vehicle, there will be difficulty.

Mr. BROWN: The width of the wagon
shoud be defined. I have had experience in
wagon building, and I know that we are now
building wagons up to 7ft. Gin, wide. Any
number of tabletop wagons to-day are Oft.
6in. wide. The amendment is fair, and the
member for Menzies does not understand
the position. The whole question at night
time is as to where the lights are.

NIT. WII2RS: It would be safer to
earn' the Council's amendment providing
for the overhang of 7ft. 6in, covering
lorry load, and projection.

Mr. A. WANSHEOUGH: It is about
time we defined the width of lorries. The
loads should be the width of the wagon, and
if we make the width 7ft. 6in, we should in-
sist on the lights being on the outside.

Mr. DAVY: When the clause left this
House there was no regulation as to the
width of lorry. We know definitely that no
vehicle which is more than 7ft. Gin, wide
may go along a road. Drivers of motor ears
will be able to train themselves to realise
that the gross width is 7ft. 6in. There is
nothing to fear if we accept the amendment.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 11. Clause 21.-Add a subelauso to
stand is Subelause (10) a followst-(10)
By inserting in paragraph (xiv.) of Subsec-
tic11 (1), after the word ''regulate,'' the
words ''the driving or leading of cattle (with-
in the meaning of that word in the Municipal
Corporations Act, 1906), on roads, and."'

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I move-
That the anmendmnent be agreed to.

Already we have power under the Municipal
and Roads Acts to make regulations, but it
is considered that the proper thing to do is
to provide power in the Traffic Act as well.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. '12. Clause 22, paragraph (c) .- Insert
after 'the,' in first line, the word ''maxi-
nium'' and delete the words "including maxi-
mum and mninimum,"1

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

The effect of the Council's amendment is to
prevent the Minister from making a regula-
tion to govern minimum fares. So long as
we can control the maximum fares we can
leave the fixing of the minimum fares to the
bus owners.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 13. Clause 22.-Delete the words
''may confer with the Commissioner of Rail-
ways,'' in sub-paragraph (ii.).

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Even when the words are deleted there will
be nothing to prevent the Minister from
conferring with the Commissioner of Rail-
ways.
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Mr. Sampson: The word "(and"' should be
deleted.

The Premier: That is consequential.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 14. Clause 22, Subeclause (3), Par-a-
graph (g).-Insert after ''shall,'' in line two,
the word "not."1

Hon. J. CUNNTINGHEAM: This amend-
ment is necessary to correct an omission. I
move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Amendment put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 15. Clause 28, Subelause (J}.-De-
Ince the words ''and approved by the Milnis-
ter,'' in lines five and six, and insert ''which
has complied with the provisions of the Insur-
ance Companies Act, 1918.''

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

If a company complies with the provisions
of the Insurance Companies Act, the ap-
proval of the Minister is rot necessary.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 16. Clause 36.-Thsert after "Act,''
in line twvo, the words "as amended by the
Traffic Act Amendment Act, 1924."

Ron. 3. CUN1iNGHAjM: I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

These words were inserted in another place
..t the request of the Government.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 17. Clause 37.-Insert after ''Act,
in line two, the words ''as amended by the
Traffic Act Amendment Act, 1924.''

No. 18. New Clause.-Insert a new clause,
to stand as Clause 23, as follows:-"Any
license granted in respect of an omnibus or
passenger vehicle shall, during such time or
tines as such omnibus or vehicle is under re-
pair, authorise the holder of such license, with
the previous consent in writing of the Com-
missioner of Police or any officer acting for
him, to substitute another omnibus or vehicle
for the bus or vehicle under repair, and to ply
for hire therewith without being required to
pay aL further license fee, during only such
period or periods as the first-mentioned omni-
bus or vehicle is under repair and not plying
for hire or otherwise being used for profit."

On motions by the Hon, J. Cunningham,
thle foregoing consequential timendmients wer.'
agreed to.

Resolutions reported and the report
sdopted.

A committee consisting of the Minister for
Lands, Hon. J. Cunningham and Mr. Davy
drew up reasons for disagreeing to two of
the Council's amendments.

Reasons adopted and a messagve accord-
ingly returned to the Council,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1926-27.

In Committee of supply-
Resumed from the previous day;, Mr.

Lutey in the Chair.

Department of Justice and Police (Hon.
J. C. Willek, Minister).

rote-crown Law Offlezs, £-10,580:

THE MINISTER FOR JSTICE (Hon.
3. C. Willeock-Oeraldton) [0.2]: It is not
necessary to make a long speech on the
Estimates of the Crown Law Department.
The department carry oLiL the legal business
of the State year after ynr. Owing to the
increase of population thiere is more work,
zind consequently increased expenditure.
M1embers will recollect that last year legis-
lation was passed dealing -with transfcrs of
land. in consequence of this a reorganisa-
lion of the Crown Law Department has been
carried out. Dr. Stow now occupies the
position of Cornmisssioner of Titles as well
ats that of Parliamentary Draftsman. Last
session most of us agreed that the Solicitor
General, Mr. Sayer, had altogether too much
work to do. The Government have now re-
leved him of all the work he had as, Com-
missioner of Titles, and also of the work of
parliamentary drafting, except that part
which relates to Government Bills. Most
members have, I think. re-eived the circular
impressing on them that Dr. Stow is en-
tirely at their disposal for the purpose of
draf ting Private Bills and amendments to
any Bills broulght forward. The Govern-
mnent desire members to he considerate. Mr.
Sayer has always been most willing to do
i-.nthing he could to assist members, but we
do not think it fair that members should con-
tinue to consult him, particularly after he.
has discussed the drafting of measures with
the Government. Dr. Stow, whose office is
at the Land Titles Office, is at the disposal1
of members for that pu-rpose. The re-
a~rrangement is regarded as highly suitable
for members, for the Covernment, for Dr.
Stow, and also for Mr. Sayer, who in
the past has had too much work for one

176S
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manr to do. Everyonie will agree that the
increase in the Solicitor General's salary is
richly deserved. It is one of the largest in-
creases in thre Public Service Corumis~iouer's
recent ulassiflcalion, but 1 (10 not think it wvill
be cavilled at by ally section of the Chain-
her. 'Jhe increase is given to anr eivient and
able servant.

.Mr. Davy: You have acqiuired mnerit by
granting it.

The MINISTER FORl JUSTICE: Thei',
w~as no opjposition to the proposal submitted
by the Public Service Commissioner. We
recogznise that good nfiers. especially in rte
professional division, must be paid good sal-
aries; otherwise we canni~ot expeeft to secure
the hiest men when vaiaruirs occur; ani
there is no reason wvhy, when we have all ex-
eel lent mai l e'orlfiil~g the dIutie, of an
office, lie sIhould( not receive all approprriate
.sal ary. We have tide anocthecr a I'I oininient
in the person of Mr. J. L. Walker to act as
assistant to the Solicitor Gieneral. I expect
that the appointment will prove very suc-
cessful. Mr. Walker was a Rhodes scholar,
has had a brilliant career, and is well known.
I regard his as a distinct acquisition to the
department.

Hen. G. Taylor: How did he get on in
private practice?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do
not wish to discuss Mr. Walker's personal
affairs, but I believe-

Hon. G. Taylor: That is the test of a man's
ability.

The MINISTER FOR JU'STICE: If the
lion, member wvants to know-f am rnot aware
that he is entitled to tire information-'Mr.
Walker has made a finanlcial sacrifice by enm-
tering the Government service. That is the
information I have received. It was not
given to mue as confidential.

The Premier: He is a very good man.
Hon. G. Taylor: I am not. saying anything,

against the genltlema~n. I remember him as
one, of our first Rhodes; scholars.

The MINISTER FOR .JusTJCE: He was
vei y successful at the Bar. and wrkeel up a
considerable practice.

Mr. Teesdale: And the Acme of his ambi-
tion was to enter the Government service.

The Premier: Several of our judges have
been drawn from the Crown Law Depart-
ment.

Hon. G. Taylor: Only one, Mr. Justice
Burn side.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I think
it will be generally admitted by people who

-hve knowledge of Mr. Walker that his
ability makes him an acquisition to the Pub-
lic Service. Mr. Parker has resigned the
Crown Prosecutorship and taken up private
practice. He had a very successful career in
the Public Service, and it was wvith regrei;
the Government learint of his decision to re-
tire. However, officers can exercise their
own discretion in that regard. Mr. Parker
has left us, and I hope he will be highly suc-
cessful. Certainly, during the time he was
in the Crown Law ])aparment be did ex-
ceptionatlly good work. His duties were per-
formed in the public eye, and members have
an idea of the ability he brought to bear on
the performance of his tasks.

Hon. G. Taylor: In my opinion he is a
very capable man.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes,
and be decided that his capabilities were not
sufliently recognised in the Public Service,
or that hie could (10 better outside. Now that
he is gone we wish him every success in his
new sphere. Mr. Woolf has been appointed
to the vacancy. As the result of a scrutiny
of applieantb Mr. W~oolf was selected as the
most capable 'nan offering at the time. Peo-
ple who are quialified to form an intelligent
judgment consider that in him we have a
worthy successor to Mr. Parker.

Hon. G. Taylor: He has to follow a very
capable man.

The MI1\i STER FOR JUSTICE: Turn-
ang now to the work of the department, there
has been an increase in probates and letters
of administration. The receipts from probate
euties were vcry high last vdar, owing to one
or two large estates falling in. Therefore,
whilst most sources of revenue are increas-
ing, we do not expect an increase in probate
duties during the present year. The pro-
gress of the State is reflected in the number
of companies registered in the Supr-eme
Court. The capital increase last year
amounted to £291,000. The declared capital
of comp~anies now existing in Western Aus-
tralia is £2,353,610, against last year's total
of some 92.06i2.000. There has also been a
firly large inerease in the number of for-
eign companlies registered here. However,
their capital has not beenr stated. Bills of
sale showed onr increase last year of 3,000
over the number registered during the pre-
iions year. The respective figures are 10,000
end 7,000. The increase is largely due to the
expansion of the motor industry. (Infer-
trinately' from an economic standpoint, the
bus iness emanates entirely from foreign
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sources, mostly American. It is a pity, but
the fact remains that this business is increas-
ing largely. Last year's increase over the
igures of the previous year is approximately
40 per cent. Now I turn to bankruptcies.
While sonic people told a doleful tale that
the advent of Labour to offie meant de-
creased prosperity, that prediction has not
been borne out. Bankrup-tcies, bankruptcy
proceedings, deeds of assignment and so
forthi are all on the downm grade. This is
pleasing evidence of the fact that the State
is progressing and that ever~ybody is doing
well.

Mr. Davy: People will not give credit
nowadays.

Ron. 01. Taylor: Yes, that is the reason.
Th le MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The

banking returns showv that loans are being
made from somewhere. There is also the
large number of oveidrafts to be consid-
ered.

Mr. Davy: They are all frilly secured.
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: All the

development that has taken place shows that
money must have come ini fronm somewhere.

Mrx. Dty: Of course that is; so.
The HNTSTERH FOR JITSTICE: That

development is not entirely represented by
the capital of the people. It is largely the
result of investment of capital by financial
izig§titutions. The prosperity of the State is
reflected in the husiness done by the Land
Titles Office. When trade and commerce
are brisk, considerable dealing takes place
in land. Last year there were 11,000
transfers registered, as against 0900 in the
previous -year. The increase was between
1,100 and 1,200. Mortgages hove also in-
creased by about 1,200. The increased busi-
ness in the Land Titles Office has made the
limited accommodation altogether mnade-
qnate, and it is imperatively necessary 1o
obtain increased accommodation. The mat-
ter is being seriously considered by the Gov-
ernment, and it is proposed to erect up-to-
date offices on a new site. The final deci-
sion depend., upon the amount of money the
Treasurer can mnake available for public
buildings. Certainly, the Government do not
desire to spend money on unnecessary, public
buildings. Still, the Land Titles Office is an
important department, holding the titles of
all properties in the State. Therefore it
should have an tip-to-date office in which
the danger of destruction by fire or other-
wise will he obviated. If the department is

housed in a building which does not afford
sufficient accommnodation, there is a proba-
bility of something happening that will have
a serious effect on our commercial life, Au
additional magistrate has been appointed in
the metropolitan area. This appointment
was necessary by reason of the increased
business, mostly in connection with traffic
prosecutiong. Further, one of the magisi-
trate,; has to sonic extent been engaged on
industrial work, having been appointed an
industrial magistrate. A new local court
was, established at Mfulewa last year. At
Merredin a permanent court official has been
apipointed; the work was previously done by
a member of the police force. At Shark Bay
the work has increased and an increased
salary has been granted. It is, proposed to
establish a court this year at Brace Rock and
also another at some centre along the Dow-
erin loop. There are four or five towns there
that have laid claims to a court.

Mr. Latham: We want one too.
Mr. Lindsay: There are towns more im-

prtant than Bruce Bock.
lfr L athamr: Not :. all1.

The MINISTER FOR JU8TIG It>. The
Bruce Rock people think their towsn is iwore
important. A court is also to he established
at. Dalwallinui. It is not very easy to estab-
lish ctourts in new towns beeai.se it p.robah"ly
ineans the aplpoifltnieiitr 4it a uiv is 4~tratc
towards the end of this. 'ear. Members wvill
notice that Z100 was pro-idndl last year for
assistance to indigent pars-ns in c.. nnection
with legal work. Half that taunMiut was ex-
pended last year, butt I think the vote will
he exceeded this year. I do not know of any
other information that I need supply to the
Ccnumittee, huit if further particulars are re-
quired respecting any of the items men-
tioned in the vote, I shall be prepared to
give them. I do not think it necessary to go
into the details of the administration of a
department that does so much work in con-
nection with the affairs of the State.

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [9.171: ThE
Governiment have exhibited wisdom in real-
'sing the importance of paying adequately
for onerous and valuable duties such as those
rendered by the Solicitor General, -Mr. Sayer.
Certainly a salary of £1,500 is not one farth-
inZ more than should be paid for that par-
ticular office. Mfr. Sayer is a byword for in-
dustry and efficiency. Departments 'would
do much better if they habitually took his
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adviee, but they do not always do that. Mr.
Sayer is an extremely sound and capable
lawyer.

Hon. G. Taylor: And most obliging.
M1r. DAVY: When he gives a considered

Opinion on at question, it can be taken for
ranted as highly probable that his opinion

is correct. Sametimcs hie has given opinions,
hut they hatve been ignored because some
permanent oflicial thinks lie knows better
than Mr. Say' er, or at any rate is pig-headed
and obstinate concerning the view lie has
formed. 31 r, Walker's name was mentioned
and sonmeone asked a question shout him, I
have had the privilege of knowing Mr.
Walker since we were boys at school together.
I consider the Government were extremely
fortunate in being able to scure his ser-
vices for the position he holds. It is not one
that is attractive from the financial point
of view to a man with any chance of success
in the legal profession. Buit there are other
veonsiderations. M1r. Walker has met with
con,%iderable success in his profession and
has accumulated a reputation for soundness
of judgment amongst people with whom 'he
has come in contact. The Government wrould
have had no chiance of securing him had it
not been that his health has not heen very
satis-ffnctory. B-e felt that a position such as
he holds now, which is a. highly interesting
one, would lift him out of the hurly-bnrlv of
a getieral practitioner's life and allo-W him to
enjoy the intellectual pleasure of exereisminz
his p~rofession writhout the somewhat sordid
struggle for costs, if the Government are
compelled to away-s remunerate at a low
figuire the occupant of such an important
position, they will always be lucky if they
secure the servic~es of a man like Mr. Walker.
Mr. Woolf is a very~ young man in his pro-
fess9ion, but I believe he has marked ability.
I have no doubt that, with experience in his
position, he will carry out. his highly im-
portant duties as Crown~ Prosecutor with
efficiency and restraint that is so necessary
in such a position. I wish to refer to our
stipendiary magistrates. We have two such
officers in Perth and they can be dismissed
at the pleasure of the Government. That,
to my mind, is a sorry state of affairs. There
was one stipendiary magistrate in that posi-
tion last year. I refer to Mr. Kidson.

The Premier: This -was mentioned last
c ar.

Mr. DAVY: But there was only one officer
in that position then.

The Premier. I am not objecting at all
to what you are saying, but was merely ex-
plaining to the Minister for Justice what
happened respecting that officer,

Mr. DAVY: The Premier will agree with
me that, particularly in these days when
stipendiary nmagistrates are exercising all.
sorts of highly nportant jurisdictions, no

n should hold such a position in an act-
ing capacity for two minutes.

Hon. G. Taylor; Unless he is appointed
to relieve some other magistrate.

Mr. DAVY: I admit that occasions may
arise when an officer may he called upon to

ettemporarily, just as it becomes necessary
now and again to appoint a special commis-
tioner to act as a judge. I urge upon the
Government the importance of immediately
i&ppoiuting the officers to their positions per-
msvnently. Both the gentlemen I refer to,
are exercising the fuinctions of their otfiees
in a proper manner. I do not suggest any
criticism of them at all. Mr. Kidson is a
man well advanced in years and, in the
crdiay coaurse of events, cannot he ex-
pected to carry on for very long. Mr. Hor-
gan was Clerk of Courts at Perth fur many
years and was sent to -relieve the magistrate
at Geraldton in an acting capacity. Subse-
quently he was brought hack to Perth. I
believe he does his work vary well indeed,
and I would like to see him permanently
appointed to the position of magistrate. It
is absolutely essential that anyone exercising
judicial functions shall have security of
tenure and proper remuneration so that he
may exercise is,. Judgment without fear or
favour, one way or the other.

The Premier: I agree ';ith you.
Mr. DAVTY: I believe the Premier does,

find I hope he will act accordingly and
promptly.

The Premier: The matter is not in my
bhands, If it had been, T would have acted
long ago. It is for the Pnblic; Service Comt-
missioner to deal with. When the matter
was ref erred to last session, the discussion
was brought uinder his notice and represen-
tations were made to him accordingly.

Mr. DAVY: I realise that what the Pre-
mier says is true, but I ask him if it is right
that such matters should he in the hands of
the Public Service Commissioner. Is it right
that our principal magistrates should be
civil servants under the same conditions as
the office boy in the Titles Offie

The Premier: Bunt it is so. Whether it is
right or wrong, is another matter about
which a good deal could he said.
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Mr. DAVY: I believe the Pvernier is right,
but I suggest that in a ease like this, where
it is purely a matter of policy, the Public
Service Commissioner might not act on the
ruggestion, but might be influenced by repre-
bentation from the Premier in the right
direction.

The Premier: Representations have been
made to him.

M1r. DAVY: Then I suggest that the
representations be made to him again, and
in a stronger manner.

Mr. Latham: This House could make such
representations.

The Premier: 1 have no authority to in-
fluence the Public Service Cominussioner.

Mr. DAVY: Of course I know we are a
poor community and cannot splash money
around rashly, but if we do not pay more.
wye wvill not get good men, unless exceptional
circumstances arise.

The Premier: I agree -with that, too.
Mr. DAVY: Whether anything can be

done at the moment, I cannot sin.. I do not
suggest that we should boost the salaries of
the magistrates upwards in rone swoop, but
we must bear in mind that if we are to get
good men to carry out moit important duties,
we should be prepared to pay them well.
We should be in a posi~on to get for the
position of principal mag-istrate in Perth a
man of 40 or 45 Tears, who has demonstrated
in his profession ihis capacity and judicial
temperament.

The Minister for Jtisti'-e: You know that
under the new re-classification the salary of
the principal magistrate has gone up to
£000.

Mr. DAVY: Yes. The amount may be
all right for that particular magistrate, but
if we were to call for applications for the
position of mag-istrate in Perth at a salary
of £708, we would find very few men of the
age and experience I mention, who have been
successful in their profession, who would
apply for the position. f also wish to refer
to the State Children's ('mitt. The idea of
the court is, in essence, absolutely Round.

The Minister for Justice: It does not
come under these Estimates.

Mr. DAVY: Is it not relevant to the de-
partment controlled by the Minister?

The Minister for Justie(: No; that eomes
inder the Chief Seectary's Department.

Mr. DAVY: Then I w'ill deal with it later
on. There are some matters of law reform
that should he attended (i. Tt is too late to
deal with them this sesqion. If I have the
honour to be returned to the Rouse next

session, I will bring up those matters which
come within the purview of the Minister's
authority.

MR. CHESSON WCue) [9).27] :Iam
sorry that no amendment has been made to
our electoral laws so that we shall not
have the sorry spectacle that we had in
the MUrehison during the last Legislative
Council election. On that occasion hun-
dreds of persons whose names were oh-
lected to had not an opportunity to be
present at a revision court to show cause
why their names should not be removed
from) the electoral rolls.

The Minister for Justice: That does not
require an amendment of the law.

Ifr. CiTESSON : Then some provision
should be made to overcome the difficulty.

The Minister for Justice: That has been
done. Definite instructions have been
issued.

MrT. CH ESSON :What happened was
that throughout tie Murchison district
many people were disfranchised. It ap-
pears that b 'y the payment of 2s. 6d. an
objection can be lodged against the name
of an individual on the Council rolls. The
revision court was held at Geraldton and
many people residing at Meekatharra ad
other outback centres, as well as many on
stations hundreds of miles away, did not
receive their notices, intimating that their
names had been objected to, until after
the revision court had sat and their names
had been removed from the rolls. Revi-
sion courts could have been held at Meeka-
tharra, Cue and other centres in the Mur-
chison district and that would have en-
abled peop~le to attend the courts.

The Minister for Justice: Definite ini-
structions have been issued that the revi-
sion courts are to be held at those centres.

Mr. CHEFSSON: I am glad to know that
iii future revision courts wvill be held at
centre, iii the outback areas so that people
will have an opportunity to attend without
invurrngr great expense, as is the ease at
present.

MR. BROWN (Pingellyv) [930: 1 have
not seen any reference made to the provi-
sion of a police station at Kondinin.

The Premier: That is in the next divi-
sion.

Mr. BROWN Well, I wish to say a
word about the electoral laws. Our sys-
tern i' altogether wronzt T do not know
whether it i,, that not suicenut money has
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been allocatedl to the administration of new offive3 in thiA dep)artmnit is thle most
this department. One can find on the
rolls names of men who have been dead
for years and of others who have long
since left the State. If the department
rely on voluntary effort to maintain tile
rolls, the system is not a good one.

The Minister for Justice: They do not.
Theyv collect their own information from
many sources.

Mr. BlROWN :Well, in one small
locality I ean point to a number of names
that oug' ht not to be on the roll, and cant
mention other names that ought to be on
it. It seems to me to be left to private per-
sons to point out amendments to the roll.
That is not right. Apparently our en
rollinl- machinery is not efficient. The
registrar, of course, is in a position to
know of a young person coming of age,
find so can pitt him on the roll.

The Premier: That is the one thing the
department do not know anything about.

Mt. BROWN: A larger grant ought to
be made available to the Chief Electoral
Officer, so that he could bring the rolls up
to date.

MR. ANGELO ((fascoyne) [9.33]: 1 am
pleased the G'overnmnent have realised the
necessity for extra accommodation in the
Titles Office. Last year I brought this
matter before the Committee. I see that
Dr. Stow, in his report, has stressed the
necessity for better accommodation in the
department and has pointed to several
other disabilities, such as the limited
capacity of the strongroom. I do not know
that the importance of this has been suffi-
ciently stressed. Just imagine what would
happen if a fire occurred and all the titles
were destroyed! It would entail endless
litigation, running to hundreds of thou-
-ends of pounds. Not only' that, but con-
sider the inconvenience caused to the
public who have business with the office!
Several times when I have gone to search
a title it has been found that the docu-
moats are lodged away -down in thc
Supreme Court and anl officer of the de-
partment is sent off to get those docu-
mients in order that the searcher may look
into them. Frequently it means an hour's
delay. It is not fair to the public. Nor
is it safe to have valuable documents
passing like that from one building to
another. I hope the Minister will pester
the Treasurer until he gets the money
necessary for this work. The building of

important business of it.% kind the Govern-
ment have to look into at the present time.

MR. TEESDALE (Roebourne) [9.35]:
Unlike the member for Pingelly, I consider
wre have a first-class Chie~f Electoral Officer.
I say that, althwigh I have not spoken to
him more than twice. I have a good deal to
do with the department and I recognise that
the staff is painstaking and considerate. I
have had every possible help from them
whenever I have had to go there. There is
no difficulty whatever in getting postal vote
officers appointed, and applications for
cards or envelopes are immediately respon-
ded to. I think the member for Pingelly
was distinctly unfair in saying the whole
system was wrong. We have just as good
a n Electoral Department in this State as i
to he found in any other State.

Msr. Brown: I did not say that.
Mr. TEESDALE: The lion, member's re-

mark was that the whole system was wrong.
I say the staff of the Electoral Department
is a most efficient one.

[Mr. Angelo too/c the Chair.]

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [9.36]: 1
should like to bear out what the member for
Roebourne has said. During the last 12
months nearly 800 names have been taken
off the roll for Avon which, I think, shows
that the department is looking after its
work very well, at any rate in my electorate.
As to receiving attention from the depart-
ment, I can say that every courtesy is shown
to members whol have business to do down
there. Compulsory enrolment should save
the department a great deal of work, for
without it the avenage Juan leaves his en-
rolment until the last moment and even
then fails to make his application. How-
ever, when a fine is hanging to it he is
brought up to the mark. That in itself
should serve to keep our rolls in better con-
dition. When first I was elected for Avon
I found on the roll the name of a person
who had been out of the State for 1.4 years.
However, I agree that the Chief E"lectoral
Officer is doing veryv fine work.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) (9.37]: Pro-
iision is made here for the general elections,

but I heard no reference by the Minister to
a redistribution of seats Bill.

The Premier: You cannot discuss that on
this Vote.
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Mr. SAMPSON:- I wanted to ask the
Premier whether he recalls the promise he
made to the House that, at the right time, he
'would make a statement concerning a re-
distribution of seats.

The Premier: That promise 'will be
kept, but I am the judge of the right time.

Mr. SAMPSON: I thought the Premier
might at this juncture feel disposed to make
a statement touching a redistribution of
seats, particularly in view of his promise.

The Premier: I will keep that promise.
The 'Minister for Mines: You are only

wasting- time.
Mr. SAMNPSON: I am not wasting time.
The Premier: You are distinctly out of

order.
The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member

cannot discuss a redistribution of seats
-under this Vote.

Mr. SAMPSON: Is there any other VTote
on which I can?

The Premier: Yes, later on. I will 'watch
the progress of the Estimates and let you
know.

Mr. SAMPSON: I have no complaint to
make of the work of the Electoral Depart-
men t. At election time there are always
manny complaints touching those who are on
the roll and those who are off it. I am sorry
it is not possible at this stage to discuss the
question of a genera! eletion in a compre-
hensive way.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret)
f9.43]l I am not going to press the Minister
for a. reply, but I wish to emphasise the
qunestion of acting magistrates in Perth. I
speak without any feeling, but I must say
that three years is a long period over which
to have an officer sitting in an acting capac-
ity. I think something should he done. T
am sorry the Public Service Commissioner
took no action about filing the position.

The Minister for Junstiee: There is some-
thing to be said for him.

ITon. G. TAYLOR: I am not making any
attack on him, but I am sorry he did not
act more promptly.

The Premier: One of his objects was to
wait for the reclassification, for the salary
'would he increased anid, perhaps, he would
be able to get a more highly qualified man.

-Hon. G. TAYLOR: That is a very reason-
able explanation. While the member for
S-wan was quite out of order in attempting
to iscuss on this 'Vote a redistribution of
seats Bill, I should like to know whether the
Minister would accept from me later an

amendment to delete the item general elec-
tion £4,200. 1 think that could be done away
with from an economic point of view. Mfore-
over, it would remove quite a lot of anxiety.

The CHALIRMIAN: The hon. member will
hare an opportunity of moving in that direc-
tion at a later stage.

Item, Extra assistance in preparation of
electoral rolls, etc., £2,000:

Mr. LATHAM: What is being done to
bring the rolls up to date, and what is being
done in the newly settled areas? It is difii-
cult to get out cards to the outlying districts.

The Minister for Justice: Every public
body is given a supply of cards.

-Mr. LATHAM: In many parts of the
State there are no organised public bodies.
Could not more honbrary agents be ap-
pointed in. the outlying districts? Has a
house to house canvass been made in the
cityI

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It is
proposed to thoroughly cheek the rolls in the
cities and large towns. The Federal rolls are
kept up to (late by mecans of the checking-
system by postal officials. Every possible
means is adopted for getting people on the
roll. We find that when half a dozen people
are fined for not getting on the roll it tends
to awaken everybody. The responsibility
for getting on the roll lies with the in di-
vidual, hut, -we assist in every possible 'way.
The electoral offcers intend to launch prose-
cutions in certain cases with the object of
waking people uip to the necessity for get-
ting on the roll.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Police, £2114512:

THE MNISTER FOR JUSTICE (Elon.
J. C. Willeock-Geraldton) [9.50]: There
is nothing startling in the way of an altern-
tion regarding the policy ,quiding the Police
Department. After the comprehensive report
and valuable statistical information laid on
the Table of the House by the Conissioner
Of Police, there is very little left to add.
The report is an extremely informative docu-
ment and probably contains all that mem-
bers require to know about the Police Force.
The cost of administering the police force
was raised last year to the extent of £25,009
represented by An increase of 14 per cent. in
wages, together with increased allowances of
25 per cent, The Government have recoar-
nised that the police Were not adequately rp-
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inerated, and they have been given this
large increase. The police now come under the
Arbitration Act. Any further consideration
they may desire will be given or withheld by
the court. This is in conformity with the
Government policy with respect to all de-
partments. Every employee in the Govern-
miert service will, if possible, be given an
opportunity to have his industrial conditions
settled by that tribunal. The police, and some
mnembers of Parliament, have interviewed me
upon the subject of introducing a Bill to
deal with alppeals against punishment. 1
have had an interview with the Police Asso-
elation, aind I have agreed to introduce a
Bill this session, if possible, to deal with
the question.

H~on. 0. Taylor: You mean a police appeal
boa rd ?

The MfINISTER FOR JUST]ICE: Yes, on
almost idcntical lines with the procedure fol-
lowed in connection with the Railway De-
partment.

Hon, 0. Taylor: There is one in 'Newv
South Wales.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: -Yes. I
can, hardly submit these Estimates without
paying a tribute to the efficiency of our
force. It will be generally recognised that
we'have a force which compares 'more than
favourably with the police forces anywhere
in Australia. Parliament and the public are
satisfied with its efficiency, both as regards
the CtI.D. branch and the uniform branch-
Excellent work has been (lone during the
past 12 months.

Mrr. Sampson: Splendid work has, been
pe~rformed.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTTCE: A few
members of the force were not up to the
standard, but they have. been weededI out
during the past 12 months. The remaining
members of the force are men of
whom the State can be thoroughly
proud. The traffic regulations have been
carried out satisfactorily by the police,
though they have occupied a consider-
able amount of the time of members
of the force. We have not increased
ihe personnel of the force to any extent, so
that the task of conductingr the traffic side
of the department has led to a considerable
.rmahunt of work. The police will also ad-
minister the Weights and Measures Act. If
the Bill is passed we hope to proclaim the
Act andi bring it under the administration
of the force early in the new year. Members
will be interested to hear about the establish-

wnent of police stations. in the metropolitan
district and country districts. In the ease
of a non-i-emunerative department it is sel-
doml that a Treasurer is v'ery ready to make
money available for it.

Mr. Teesdale: I gave up my little lot.

The i&Ni STER FOR JUSTICE: It will
be seen from the Commissioner's report that
the work done in the LRoebourne area has
been more satisfactorily carried out than
was the case two or three years ago. The
local officer nowv has a side-car, and moves
from place to place in quick time. There are
some arrears to be overtaken in the matter
tif police stations. Duiring- the parlous times
through which the State passed, no Trea-
surer desired to spend money on new police
stations. The policy has now been laid down
that at least four new stations shall be es-
tablished annually, so Lhat gradually the
-irrears will be caught up. Last year new
ttations were established at Daiwallinu,
Penmberton, and Nareinbeen. One was estab-
lished this year at Bassendean, and another
%ixill he established at Perenjori just before
Christmas. Early in the Now Year a sta-
tion will be erected at Beneubbine and there
will be stations at Margaret River, Ron-
.1mmi and possibly at -Northcliffe this year.
!.and has been purchased at Palmyra and
Mt. Hawthorn, and situs are being con-
sidered at Belmont and Hamilton Hill. Con-
siderable capital cost is involved in establish-
ing these stations, which apart from the
s.alary of the local officer will involve an ex-
penditure of £1,500 or £1,600 each. Au-
thority has been given for the police patrol
to be placed in communication with the
central station by wireless. This system baa
been adopted in Victoria with conspicuous
success. By this means officers in outlying
parts can immediately be brought into touch
with the central station. We have had con-
siderable experience of this system in our
forest country, where the rangers are by
means of wireless, kept closely in touch with
the centre of communieation- I hope the
system will be adopted with equal success
in the Police Department. The estimated
expenditure for this year is about £2,000
greater than was the ease last year. There
lies been a small increase in the revenue due
to increased traffic fees. With the increased
prosperity and progress of the State it will
he necessary to establish more police sta-
tions. This, however, is an unremunerative
dlepartment, and it is not easy to get money
from the Treasury for expenditure upon it.
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Nevertheless, all the urgent needs of the de-
partment will be met.

MR. SLEflMAN (Fremantle) [10.'0]
The Minister rightly said that the regulation
of the traffic has created a great deal more
work for -the police, but he did not say any-
thing about the machinery that is required to
enable the police to carry out that work with
greater facility. So far as the constituency
I represent is concerned, the complaints are
loud and long in respect of the absence of
those facilities. A little while ago I intro-
duced a deputation to the Minister and he
promised to see whether additional facilities
could be provided. Unfortunately he made
no reference to the matter to-night. I should
like to know whether it is his intention to
provide the Fremantle police with a motor
car. I believe provision has been made for
a motor vehicle; even if we can only get a
second-hand ear it will be better than no-
thing for the present We will be thankful
for anything that is provided in the way
of motor transport. It is ridiculous to send
wen out on horseback to endeavour to con-
trol the traffic. It is mach better to send
men out on foot because, if a horse shies,
before you can get it into a reasonable state
again the motor vehicle may be out of sight.
During the summer months Fremantle and
its surroundings are a very busy part of
Ihe State. Motors travel to ]Rockinghiam, to
'oint Walter and to South Beach in great
r.urnbers and it will amount to criminal neg-
ligence if something is not done to provide
officers with the means that will assist them
to carry out their duties in a proper way.
T would also like to know when the appeal
board is likely to he appointed. Last year,
when speaking on the Address-in-reply, I
mentioned the case of Sergeant Anderson,
and the Minister interjected that the man
%ould get a chance in the course of a few
weeks. The man has never had his chance.
Under the old appeal board he could
never get that chance unless he applied
for promotion. As it is not his inten-
tion to do that, he is not able to
appeal. What he desired was that
the scurrilous paragraph that has been
Placed on his file by another officer who has
since left, a paragraph that had acted detri-
mentarlly to him, should he removed from the
file. It is wrong that an officer, after leav-
ingl the service, should be Permitted to place
any' thiiig of the kind on record, and that
the individual affected shiould not be able to

appeal. 1 hope the appeal hoard will be
appointed bo that it may quickly get to work
and deal with questions of promotion and
other grievances that members of the force
may have.

MISS HOT-MAN (Forrest) [10.5]: 1
merely wish to ask the Minister whether be
has considered the question of providing
hummer uniforms for the members of the
police force. The Minister will readily ad-
mit that it is unpleasant for the police to
have to stand in the sweltering heat of sum-
mer clad in heavy clothing and without shel-
ter. I would like to know that something
is to be done in this direction.

Mr. Davy: For the traffic police a sort of
umbrella on a stand might be provided.

MR. MANN (Perth) [10.6): The Min-
ister wvas good enough to mention that some
members of this House had interviewed him
with regard to the appeal board. I was one
of those members, and I am glad the Mlinister
has agreed to the appointment of a perman-
ent appeal board with regard to penaltie-.
At the present time, if a constable is charged
with an offence, lie has a right to ask for
a hoard, which is appointed. That board,
however, cannot possibly be as effective as a
permanient board, similar to that which oji-
crates in connection with the Talway ser-
vice. That board consists of a memb~er re-
presenting the department, one representing
the men and a chairman. A permanent board
can rapidly become au fait with the regula-
tions controlling the service, and they ac-
quire a knowledge of the intricacies of the
department, whereas a board created merel v
to bear a Particular charge cannot possibly
be as effective. I should like to know
whether it is intended to consider the ques-
tion of the salary of the Commnissioner.
This officer has had one increase during the
past IS years and he has been given control
of various other departments such as traffic,
weights and measures, and liquor. Probably
if his salary were apportioned to each of
those departments, he would draw not more
than a couple of hundred pounds a year
for carrying out his police duties. Has the
Minister found the Treasurer A bit hard on
the quiestion of an increasel
I The Mlinister for Police: The whole
question of salaries of officers who do
not come under the Public Service Commis-
sioner has been held up pending the reclassi-
fication of the service which has recently
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been publised. The matter of the increases
to officers who do not come under the Public
Service Commissioner will be considered in
the light of that reclassification.

The Premier: The question of salaries
fixed by statute wvill be dealt with before the
session closet.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) (10.10): The
tribute paid by the Minister to the work of
the Commissioner and the members of the
police force is wveil deserved. The Commais-
sioner's latest annual report is the most in-
teresting I have perused since I have been
a member of the House. There is just one
question I would like to ask the Minister
and it deals with the courthouse accoin o-
dation at Merredin. A great improvement
has been effected there, but I believe that the
courthouse is being leased, and I hear that
that lease is not likely to be renewed. I
hope it is not intended to revert to the
state of affairs that existed prior to the ar-
rangemnent now in force. I regretted to note
the non-committal way the Minister referred
to the Tamniin police station. That is a
very sore point with mec. The position is
that a police station is provided in the towns
on each side of Tammin and all the nn'er-do-
wells drift from those places into I'amin
in fact, Tamniuja is the resort for the off-
scourings of the surrounding districts.

The Premier: I suppose the town people
themselves are all right.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Yes, but they want
some protection from the wanderers.

The Premier: We shall send up some wire
netting- to keep) those wanderers out.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret,
[10.12] : I would like to einphasise the neces-
sity for the Minister carrying out the prom-
ise he made in regard to the appeal hoard.

The Minister for Police: The Bill is being
drafted and will shortly be submitted.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

BILL-STATE CHILDREN ACT.
Received from tile Council and read a flrsA

tme.

BILL,-RESERVES.

Returned from the Council with amend-
ments.

BILL-INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT CONTINUANCE.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS Monr.
IV. C. Angwin-North-East Fremantle)
[10.15] in moving the second reading said:
This i, a small Bill.

Hou. (G. Taylor: That is what wakes it
so dangerous.

The MINISTER FOR LANfDS: It gener-
ally falls to my' lot to introduce Bills of
one clause.

Mr. Lindsay: We have had a similar
measure each 'year for a long time.

The MINlISTER FOR LANDS: The ob-
ject is to extend the Act for another year.
The Bill merely provides for inserting
"1928" in lieu of "1927." Last year when
I introduced a similar Hill I was twvitted
hy some members with the statement that
though I favoured the abolition of the In-
dustries Assistance Hoard with a view to
having the work carried on by the Agri-
cultural Bank trustees as part of that in-
stitution, instead of as a separate board,
I was moving for the continuance of the
Act. I was chairman of a select committee
that reported to this House a few years
ago. The committee recommended that
the board's clients should be taken over byv
the hank, and it was our intention to en-
deavour to carry that into effect. When
we came to investigate the matter at a
later date, we found that a large number
of soldiers had since gone on the board
and that we had to assist them, to crop
their holdings and provide stock to carry,
on the necessary wvork of their farms,.
Such work was outside the province of the
Agricultural Bank, and the money ad-
vanced by the Commonwealth for the
settlement of soldiers could not be used
for that purpose. The ex-Premier, now
the Leader of the Opposition, realised that
it was advisable to bring the soldiers under
the Industries Assistance Act. A large
amount of money has been expended to
assist the soldiers to crop and stock their
holdings. That is one of the principal
reasons why the Act has to be continued
year after year. I pointed out last night
that the number of civilian settlers at
present receiving assistance from the
board is very small indeed. In fact, the
position is such that the bank trustees
have under consideration a proposal to
diminish the staff engaged on this work.
Owing- to the small number of settlers at
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present receiving assistance, they consider
it unnecessary to retain the full number of
officers required in the past to cope with
the work.

Hon. G. Taylor: I should think so, what
with the good seasons and wheat at 6sg. 6d.
a bushel.

Mr. Lindsay: Where do they get 6s. 6d.
a bushel for their wheat?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Theo
number of civilians on the board at present
is 438. 1 agree that when the measure was
oriainall 'v introduced, it was designed to
assist farmners during a period of emer-
zenev and was not intended to be a per-
manent measure. However, it has been
found necessary to continue it year after
year. The original intention was to assist
the farmers in their difficulties consequent
upon the drought in 1914-15.

11r. Teesdale: If they' do not get off the
board this year, wvhen will they?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not.
think it will be possible for all of them
to get off the hoard this year, but soldiers
are continually going on the board.

Mr. Teesdale: You cannot obviate the
soldiers groing on the hoard.

The MLNISTER FOR LANDS: No, we
hare a duty to the ex-soldiers and must
carry it out.

Mr. Mann : I think some of the farmers
remain on the board so that the Govern-
ment will keep their hooks for them.

The IIiSTER FOR LANDS : That
does not affect us.

Mr. Teesdale: You are not carrying any
farmers who have a credit balanceq

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : There
may be a fewv, but not many. A few desire
to continue on the board, seeing that they
barely cleared themselves last year and
might require assistance at a later date.
They asked to be ecntinued on the board
until they got on a sound footing.

Mr. Lindsay : Once they get off, they
cannot get on again.

-Mr. Teesdale: When they have motor
car payments fallinz due?

Mr. Griffiths: You talk a devil of a lot
about motor ears.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : The
number of civilian clients is being con-
tinually' reduced. Last year 208 took their
clearances from the board. The 4.33
settlers I mentioned are men who are still
being 'assisted by the board, but there are
a number of others who hare not received

their clearances, but are getting no farther
assistance from the board.

Hon. G. Taylor: Are they showing any
desire to get off?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We hope
that the excellent season this year will
b;enefit considerably the financial position
of the board. Last night I pointed out
that we reeeived £1,240,432 from clients of
the board last year. There are 007 ex-
soldiers on the board and we cannot think
of putting them off until they are estab-
lished.

Hon. (11. Taylor: Cannot yon band them
over to the Agricultural Bank?

The MINISTER FOR? LANDS: No. The
hank cannot advance money for the grow-
ing (If crops unless the Act is amended.

lion. G. Taylor; I do not like emergency
leg'islation lasting so long.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : The
amnount granted by the Commonwvealth for
the repatriation of soldiers did not provide
for cropping or stocking holdings, with the
result that it has been necessary to con-
tinue the Act longer than we expected.

Hon. G1. Taylor; It is peculiar to have
an enierg~ency Act lasting nine years.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I cannot
oppose that argument, There is no doubt
that the measure was introduced originally
as a temporary measure. I think we made
a bigl mistake in the first place by not pro-
vicding to carry the farmers on after they
had got a little capital.

Mr. Angelo: To do that you would have
lead to alter the name.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : We
finance these people when they have no
money and run the reisk of their cropping
proving successful. Even to-day the In-
dustries Assistance Board is the largest
farmer in the State. There is no other
farmer that provides for the cropping of
500,000 or 600,000 acres.

The Premier: That farmer will do well
this year.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: WMile
the State runs all the risk and finds the
money to provide for Cropping and stock,-
ing, in addit ion to carrying interest in many
instances, as soon as the farmers get a few
hundred pounds in credit, they are handed
over to a private financial institution.

The Premier: And they go without re-
ret very often.

The MINISTER, FOR LANDS: Any man
who has a few hundred pounds to credit and
asks to remain on the board may remain,
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buzt he receives no interest on his money.
The benefit he gains is the assistance ren-
dered by the offieers in the management and
conduct of his farm. The hoard is a great
protection to some farmers. Even though
such a farmer has money of his own, he has
to apply to the board before he can incur
expeudiutre. Many men have asked to re-
ma in as clients because of the assistance ren-
dered by the officers to keep their accounts
ad carry on their farm work.

M12r. Lindsay: That may be the reason
why some have been on the hoard so long.

The MINTNS TEE. FOR LANDS: There
are very few of that sort. I wish we had
more of them. If they were all like that we
should tiot have £1,974,221 outstanding
now. The total proceeds from produce last
year was £849,187. We hope to do better
this year, but we shall not get anything like
the X£l,900,OOO. Whten the affairs of the
board are finalised I think there will he a
fa irl 'y large loss. We have no security over
the property;, the security is tied to the Ag-
ricultural Bank and no action can be taken
to sell it.

lion. G-. Taylor: But what you do not
catch on the swing boats you have at chance
of g-etting on the merry-go-round.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:. The
hoard's security depends entirely upon the
produce raised from the farms. Consequently
I think it will be a long time before the out-
standing money is lpaid off, and there will
he a fairly heavy loss before we have
6liis:ied. There is a recorded loss to date of
£356,157.

Mr. Angelo: That is from the iinception
of the board?

The M INISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, and
that amnount will be increased before the
board's affairs are wound up.

Hon. Gr. Taylor: If the farmers sold their
motor cars, they could pay that amount.

The Premier: Still, the State has got the
mioney' back many times over.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In future
when T want money from the Treasurer, I
shall put up that proposition to him.
Hitherto the Treasurer has wanted the
mioney buck almost immediately. That has
been one of my difficulties. As I said last
night, 1,663 settlers have withdrawn fromt
the board. 'Many persons who were on the
board merely got temporary assistance to
tide them over a difficulty. The Industries
Assistance Board has been of great help to
the State by paying land rents and other
charges which probably would never have

been secured from the settlers if the hoard
had not been in existence, Undoubtedly the
board has been a decided success from the
State's point of view. Western Australia
would not be in its present condition of
prosperity but for the board. We appre-
ciate the services rendered by private finan-
cial institutions, but there is the unfortunate
fact that many of them are found wanting
in times of distress. At a crisis they are
more likely to put the screw on than to
give further assistance-I speak from ex-
perience. In 1912 or 1913 I assisted the
present Leader of the Opposition in estab-
lishing the Yorkrakine settlement. The set-
tlers there were very favourably establis3hed
under the Agricultural Bank conditions.
They obtained their land for about 10s. per
acre. It was splendid land, selected before
survey under the system then in vogue. In
the course of a year or two it was recog-
nised that the land was worth about £1 per
acre, and the result was that the private
banks endeavoured to get the settlers to
draw out of the Agricultural Bank -and
conme to them. Those endeavours suceceeded
in some cases. Since then I have had ap-
plications for permission to return to the
Agricultural Bank, who were to take over
an increased liability; but I have refused all
such requests. When things are flourishing,
the private banks try to take the cream ant]
leave the State nothing but skini milk, I
would like to see the Agricultural Bank con-
verted into a bank of issue, an that the in-
stitution could be used hy the farmers, for
general hank ing purposes. I smin ure this
would prove a decided suiccess. It lias often
occurred to me that if the farmers only knew
of some of the statements made here by
their representatives, they would be angry.
Endeed I think they would be ashamed of
some of the opinions expressed here in their
behalf. I should say that I am not referring
to the present Parliament. Members 'were
quite safe in making statements in this
Chamber, because those statements did not
appear in the Press. When the "Daily
News" pubisbed verbatim reports of pro-
cedings in Parliament, statements of that

kind were not made by members. There was
a considerable difference in what u-as said
about farmers in the days when the even-
ing paper got into the country districts with
the full reports of member's speeches. There
is a possibility of the Industries Assistance
Board and the Agricultural Bank being
amalgamated in the near future. Members
are aware that the two institutions are eon-
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trolled by the same trustees. The amalgama-
tion would be better for the State and better
for the farmers, who would be much safer
in the hands of the Government than in the
hands of private banks. There is not much
in the Bill for members to object to. It
merely extends the life of the board for
another 12 months.

Mr. Davy: There is nothing in the Bill
to object to.

Mr. Latham: Let the hoard die a natural
death, and amend the Agrieultural Bank
Act.

The MINISTER FOR, LANDiS: I was
warned that the member ,for York (Mr.
Latham) was likely to try to defeat this Bill
with a viewv to letting the board die a
natural death. However, my reply to that
warning was that probably the member for
York was indulging in some leg-pulling. If
the board were allowed to die, 1,435 people
would immediately be prevented from carry-
ing on.

'Mr. Latham: And you would lose all
your seetities.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.
There would then be no option but for the
board to enforce the conditions under which
loans have been granted. There is plenty
of time for the board to do that between
now and March of next year.

lion. C. Taylor: March is a bit of a hug-
bear to many of us.

Mr. Angelo: "Beware the Ides of
March."

The MEIiSTER FOR LANDS: If the
Bill does not pass, the board will have to
take steps to protect the interests of the
State. However, I gave no belief to that al-
legation concerning the member for York.
I realised that he has too much sympathy
with the man on the land to oppose the
measure. Hoping that members will pass
the Bill right away, I wnove-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

MR. LINDSAY (Toodyny) [10.38]1- I
have listened with great interest to the Mmli-
i-ter for Lands, but I eannot agree wvith all
his statements. I realise the necessity for
the Bill, but I hope the necessity will soon
disappear. Although T was never on the
fodustries Assistance Board, I know hun-
dreds of men who arc or were on the hoard.
The board probably saved the wheat belt,
and also the State. However, the institution
does not tend to make the farmer inde-
pendent; and independence is essential to his

success. The Minister baa stated that many
farmers wvant to remain on the board because
of the advice and wisistance they receive
from the board. I interjected at the time
dinat a farmer who has been on the land for
'soie year., and still wants to remain on the
hoard for the sake of assistance and advice
is not likely to prove a very successful
fanner. A manl who has been on the land
for some years should be able to stand on
his own feet. 1 do not agree wvith some of
the Minister's statements about private
hanks. From my own experience and the
experience of others I can state that the
private banks did assist the farmers in their
timle of difficultyv. Even now there is this,
difference between the Agricultural Bank and
the private banks: a private bank, when
making a loan, does not take a mortgage awl
a bill of sale over all the borrower's pro-
perty: and it grants him an advance of, say,
£EqO0 or £1,000 for the development of hisl
holding instead of giving him £100 now and
innkin~z him apply for another £100 later.
Writh assistance from private banks, it is
possible to develop a holding much more
(qiikly. When the private banks found it
necessary to call uip overdrafts, it was the
mafn in the best position whose overdraft
was gene-rally called uip, because his pro-
perty% could always he sold. The man in a
less fortunate position was carried on. Glin-
t'rnllv speaking, however, the private banks
did assist clients whomn they had before the
drought. Thle great majority of settlers at
that time liad obtained assistance from the
Ae'gricultural Bank, which bald mortgages
over their property, and therefore the pri-
vate banks would not assist those settlers.
who consequentl 'y had to go on the Industries
Assistance Board. The private banks assisted
many settlers through what was called a
No. 2 account.

The M1inister for Lands: Admittedly the
private banks assisted somec settlers.

Mr. TINTISAY: They assisted those
people whom they actually had on their
booknq at the time of the drought.

The Prfmier: Not all of them.
Mr. LINDSAY: The advances might have

been restrieted, but I know of no ease in
which assistance was refused. I am speak-
ing of the Wyaleatebemn district.

MR. LATHAM (York) [10.45]:- While
it was not altorether expected that the Act
would cease straight away, I thought some
provision might have been made under the
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Agricultural Bank Act to carry on the l.A.B.
settlers concerned, particularly as, according
to the statement made by the Minister, their
numbers have been greatly reduced. Ha4 it
not been that the Estimates went through so
quickly last night, I would have moved to
reduce the amount provided for the manager
of the Industries Assistance Board, so that
the subject might have been ventilated.
There is aunple provision in the country dis-
trict, by means of district inspectors and
so forth, in addition to the Agricultural
Bank trustees, so that there is no necessity
for the office I refer to. Thus we could save
the salary of that officer, or he could be
placed in same other position and perhaps
earn more than be gets now. The number of
Industries Assistance Board clients has been
greatly reduced. I have a document that is
being circulated. It refers a good deal to
the Industries Assistance Board and I pre-
sume the statistics given are the latest
official figures available. It states-

Labour Established the I.A.
The operations of the Industries Assistance

,Board, created by a Labour Government, pro-
vide indisputable evidence of Labour's interest
in, anid concern for, the welfare of the farmer.
Labour's courage and foresight in the terribly
critical 1914-15 season has resulted in a return
to the State and producers, the full extent of
%rhieh it is impossible to assess in terms of
£ s. d. Through the agency of the T.A.B.
since its inception, a sum of £10,509,120 had,
up to June 30) last, been advanced to farmers,
the number assisted totalling 3,865. The
amount repaid to that date totalled £8,788,458.
There are still 786 ex-soldier, and 365 other
settlers being fully assisted, and 121 ex-soldier,
and 73 other settlers being partly assisted.
The number of settlers released to August
31st totalled 1,663.
Then this quotation closes with the following
quesqtion:-
What would have become of the total of 3,865
.assisted settlers if a Labour Government had
not established the Industries Assistance
BoardI
Of course it is admitted that the board was
established, and is now carried on, by a
Labour Government. It had to be done and
has still to be continued, as the Minister
stated.

The Premier: Of course, we do not do
things that do not require to lie done.

Mfr. LATHAM: T notice that this doen-
menit mentions in another place that the
Government have wiped off the advances
made under the Induistries Assistance Board.
During' the Past year several deserving set-
tlers had their sustenance allowances reduced

to X8 per month. The position in which
those men found themselves was owing to
the dry spell last year and to the fact that
the rabbits had invaded their crops. If the
GJoverinent are responsible for wiping off
their indebtedness, they must have been re-
,poitsible for cutting down the sustenance
allowances as well. In the past I always
blamed the manager of the Industries As-
sistance Board or the people in control of
the financial part of the concern. I did not
think that the Labour Government had con-
trol of the financial side. It was grossly un-
fair to reduce the sustenance payments to £8
a month in the case of men who had their
wives and large families to support.

The Premier: It does not depend upon the
wife and family, but upon the merits of a
ease.

Mr. LATHA M: I say it ought to depend
up~on the merits of the case.

The Premier: It is not a charitable in-
stitution.

Mr. LATHAM: I do not say it is, but
some of these men were soldiers who were
put on the land and were assisted in their
operations. They should be given a decent
sustenance allowance to provide for their
requirements.

The Premier: The finiancial aspect must
be kept in mind.

Air. LATHAM: Of course, but have we
no outlook at all? Surely to goodness a
decent living allowance should be provided
for these people, even though they may have
experienced misfortune.

The Minister for Lands interjected.
Air. LATHAM: I say there are several,

and one of these settlers had seven young
children, one uinder three months old.

The Premier: That has nothing to do with
the question.

Mr. LATHAM: It is a jolly shae to see
that sort of thing- being done.

The Premier: That is not the point. The
trustees do not act on the basis of family
necessities, hut on the merits of the case.

Mr. LATHAM: Of course that is so.
The Premier: The Charities Department

deal with men with large families.
Mr. LATHAM: Were the trustees re-

sponsible for reducing the sustenance allow-
ances to £8 a montht

The Premier: Who do you think would
be responsible?

Mr. LATHAM: I do not know. If the
Government are to get credit for wiping off
the selters' indebtedness, I want to know
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if they are also to get the (credit for tile re-
duction of sustenance allowances.

The Minister for Lands: The Government
you supported would not give the trustees
,power to write off the indebtedness.,

Mr. LATHJAM: I do not know that they
would not.

The Minister for Lands: I do.
Mr. LATHAM: I know some were written

down.
The Minister for Lands: No, they were

not.
Mr. LATHAM: "Merely because some of

these settlers have met with misfortune, their
sustenance has been reduced to £8 a mnonthi
and it is a crying shame.

The Premier: I have gone through1 many
of these complaints, and there has never been
one where the trustees of the Agricultural
Bank were not right.

Mr. LATHAM: I say it is a jolly shame,
and I hope it will not occur again. Let us
have at little faith in the future, This season
these people will be able to wipe out I-wir-e
their indebtedness to the board.

Ron. G. Taylor: Bitt they won't do it, all
the same.

Air. LATHAM: And yet for six months
or so, they have not been permitted to have
decent sustenance. We can easily itnniaii',
what a row the Premier would kick up if'
we were to attempt to reduce the living- al-
lowance to the worker-, to £8 per month.

The Premier: That has nothing to do with
the case. Can you not see that?

Mr. LATHAM: We put people, including
ex-soldiers, on the land and refuse to give
them a decent sustenance allowance, such ats
they ought to get.

The Premier: It all depecnds upon their
position. If they were to go to a bank and
asked for a decent sustenance allowance, the
bank would want to know if the security was
there.

Mr. LATHAM : Yes, and the security i'S
all right. If any of the p~roperties I refer
to were sold, they would return much more
than had been advanced against the holdings.

The Minister for Lands: Well, I say that
is not so.

Mr. LATHAM: But I know the proper-
ties.

The Premier: Then it is your judgment
against that of the trustees!

Mr. LATHAM: I do not k-now about that,
but I am just as competent as anyone else
to judge the value of the land there. As I
noticed the statemnents in the document I

hai e quoted (rown, I desired to know if t
Uovernieut were responsible for this,
uell as the writing off ot indebtedness.
do not piopose to oppose the continuatioi
of tile Act as set out in the Hilt, but 1 hop
we shall soon see the end of tile Industrie
Assiistaince Board. I hope the provision ii
the Esriutates for the manager of thle In
dustries Assistance Board will nut appea
much longer, and that the oflicial wih 6
treated as a surplus officer.

The Minister for Lands: Why, you hayi
just agreed to increase his salary by mneat.
of an Act of Parliament.

Mr. LA TRAM: At any rate, that coin-s
should be adopted.

The Minister for Lands: What would yoi
do with the surplus officer?

The l'rcinier: Who would deal with thewi
cases?

M11. LATIA.M: We already have distric
inspectors.

The Premier: But who would be thle office
to decide?

'Mr. LATH AM: We have the trustees. Wi
have the officer connected with the Soldie
Settlement Scheme, and also the geneia
waninger of the Industries Assistance Board
It is timle Ile aboiled the position I refe
to.

MR. ANGELO (Uascoyne) [10.54]: Thi
time is opportunle to secure the amialgania
tion that was recommended by a select corn
mittee some time ago.

The 'Premier: Co-ordination is the word
Mlr. ANO I'1O: It should be a simpl

matter, in view of the decreased number o
clients on the board's books, to close thos
accounts and transfer the debts to the Agri
cultural Bank. They could be considered at
accounts in excess of the AgriculturE
Bank's limit and dealt with as such, Ther
it always danger in having two sets o
ledg-ers continuing at the one time. Tb
Minister will bear me our when I say LhE
%ie had evidence concerning a number c
cases where clearances were made from th
Agricul1tural Bank and debts to the Indut
tries Assistance Board were forgotten. I
voe in stance we lost £300 because of the tw
sets of hooks. The whole matter could t
Aimplified by making the transfers durn
the coming year. If some of the aecouni
t'ere fin alised, it would be found that t1
increased value of the land provided suff
cient equity in the security to cover the del
to the Tndustries Assistance Board. In thoE
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ecases the Agricultural Bank -would have
.ample security, the Industries Assistance
Board indebtedness could be wiped out and
the whole thing treated as one account. I
-do not oppose the Bill, b~at I hope it is the
last time we shall have such a measure placed
before us.

THE INISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. C. Angwin-North-East Fremantle-in
reply) [10.56]: The member for York (Mr.
Latham) referred to settlers whose susten-
.tnce had been reduced to £8 a month, and
set his knowledge against that of the trus-
tees of the Agricultural Bank.

Mr. Latbam: The trustees do not investi-
gate every case; they could not do so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is
-no instance where the cases are not dealt
with by the trustees themselves.

Mr. Lathamn: Yes, on the reports from the
mna na ger.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, on
the reports received from district officers.

Air. Lathamn: Who, every often, have
rever been seen theme.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member is fully aware of the position. If
any settler has had his allowvance reduced, he
must be heavily involved with the Industries
Assistance Board. I do not know to whom
the hon. member referred.

The Premier: Have you investigated the
cases yourself I

Mr. Latham: Yes.
Mr. Mann: I think the Industries Assist-

ance Board has acted very well in many
tases.

Mr. Latham: I will give the Minister the
inmes of three to whom T have referred.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Many of
these men have received more than I con-
ddered was justified. I have looked through
hundreds of these cases.

Mr. Lathain: I am prepared to say there
tire some most deserving cases.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In some
instances, regarding which complaints had
been received, I was surprised, after I had
perused the files, to find 'hat the board had
ge~iven them anything at all.

Mr. Latham: The Minister can imagine
how men can get on with such a small allow-
on ce.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member for York said that if tbe Labour
Government had written off the indebtedness
in respect of these settlers, they must have
reduced the sustenance allowances as well.

[641

The board could not write off anything from
the indebtedness until we introduced legisla-
tion to provide the necessary power. That
was done the session before last. I have
been assured by bon. members sitting on the
Opposition cross benches that they ap-
proached repeatedly members of the coali-
tion Government, in which their party was
represented, with requests that legislation
should be introduced to enable the Agricul-
tural Bank trustees to write down the indebt-
edness.

The Premier: So the member for York
wvill see that we are responsible for one act,
but not for the other.

The MINISTER FOR. LANDS: Under
the system in operation prior to that, the
Lettlers were simply turned ouit. Their land
was put up to auction with the usual mort-
gage conditions. If the mioney received did
not cover the mortgage, the balance of the
debt wecnt on to the man who left the land.

Mr. Latham: That is the usual law of the
land.

The Premier: But wve have altered it.
Air~. Latham: You have not altered that.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have

altered that and, by legislation, given power
to the board, subject to the approval of
Executive Council, to wvrite down the in-
debtedness of the occupant. In that way the
board have wvritten (town thousands of
pounds. Week after week in Executive
Council we have been writing off Industrics
Assistance Board accounts. Previously that
could not be done. The Act has been fully
availed of by the trustees. Let me explain
how it camne about. On one occasion, when
I was at the bank, the managing trustee, who
is also chairrm of the Industries Assistance
Board, drew my attention to what he de-
scribed as a hard ease. He said, "Here is
a man who has done his best to make a suc-
cess of his farm. Through unfortunate cir-
cumstances be has failed in that. But we
have advanced to him More than his assets
are really worth, and so he could not possi-
bly pay off the full amount. We cannot do
any more to get him out of difficulties. The
only thing- now to he done is to put up his
farm by tender. in all probability we shall
have to write down the amount until the new
man can see his way to taking over the farm
and making a success of it." I asked. "Why
not do that for the present occupier?" The
manazing trustee extilained that. he bad not
the legal poiwer to do that; that the board
could advance money, but could not write
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off any indebtedness, That is why the legis-
lation came to be put through to enable the
board to write down indebtedness. Since
then many accounts have been written down
with a view to enabling the settlers to re-
main on their holdings.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Comm'ittee, etc.

M1r. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.

Clause 2-Continuance of Act:

Hon. G. TA-YLORt I do not think the
Minister wishes to make the Act permanent.
He indicated the possibility of amalgamating
the board with the bank. I hope he will be
successful in bringing that about, and that
this is the last time we shall see this measure.

The 'MINISTER FOR LAKOVS: There is
now a reasonable chiance of amalgamating
the hoard with the bank, but when the sol-
diers were going on the land it was utterly
impossible.

Clause put and passed.

Title-agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Sitting suspended front 71.10 to 11.32 p.m,

EILL-TRArIO ACT AMENDMENT.

council's Message.

Mcssage from the Council received and
read notifying- that it (lid not insist upon its,
amendments Nos. 6 and 8 disagreed to by the
Acstiublv, but that it disagreed to the A-
sembly's amendment to the Council's amenil-
inent 'No. 7.

Request for Conference.

HON. 3. CUNINGHAM (Honorary
Mi nister-Kalgoorlie) [11.351: 1 move-

That a conference he requested with the
Couincil, and that at such conference the man-
agers for the Assembly be the Hon. P. Collier,
11r. Davy, and the mover.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: We do not know
whether or not the House will accept the
su.-I.estian made by another place, notwith-
standing which we are appointing managers
for a conference.

The Premier: If we reject this oppor-
tunity the Bill will he lost.

M1r. SPEAKER: There is a precedent for
this.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly transmiitted to the Council.

Sitting suspended front 11.37 to 12.6 an.
(Friday)1.

Con ferenzce ith Council.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the As-
setably's request for a conference, and that
the Council had appointed as managers Eons.
A. Burvill, J. Ewing, and J. M. Drew.

Sitting suspended from 12.7 to 1.20 a.m.

Conference Managers' Report.

HON. J. OUNXINGHAM (Honorary
Minister) [1.20]: 1 have to report that the
managers met. and as a result I submit the
following report: -

Legislative Council Amendment No. 6 is
abandoned.

Legislative Council Amendment No. 7 is
aniended by deleting the word "age," in line
three, and substituting ''amended'' in line
one, and by deleting all words from "there-
of" to the end.

Legislative Council Amendment No. 8 is
abandoned.

Clause 13 of the Bill is amen ded by deleting
all words fronm "amended,"1 in line one, to
'age,'" inl line three.

Clause 4 of the Bill is deleted.

The effect of this is that all references to
ages have been struck ant of the Bill, and
Section 21 of the principal Act stands.

Ili% Davyv: With the aridition of the new
Subelause (4).

Hon. J. CIJNNTXlHA'M: The provision
re'garding the buses remains as in the Past,
and the age of drivers who may be licensed
will be fixed by regulation, as heretofore.
That means that bus drivers will have to be
ait least 21 years of age. As to fees, the
effect of the amendment agreed to makes it
clear that there shall be one license fee, en-
.abling the licensed driver to change his motor
vchicles without the payment of an addi-
tional license fee. I move-

That the report be adopted.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Before you put the
motion for the adoption of the report, Mr.
Speaker, I would draw your attention to the
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remarks I made before the managers were
appointed. I then stated that we were
rather out of order, and that the question
should have been debated in Committee as to
whether we would accept the amendments
insisted upon by the Council. In support of
my contention, I will read some extracts
from "Hansard" showing wvhat happened on
the 22nd Deemnber, 1924, when we dealt
with the Council's pressed requests ini eon-
niection with the Land Tax and Income Tax
Bill. The report reads as follows:-

Message from the Council pressing its re-
quested amendments now considered.

In Committee.
MrL Lutey in the Chair; the Premier in

echarge of the Bill.
The Premier: It is within the knowledge

of members that the Council is pressing its
requests for amendments in this Bill. I
move-

That the pressed request be not made.
Then the debate proceeded. It will be seen
that the proceedings took place in Com-
mittee, and that -was the proper procedure.
On this occasion we did not adopt that pro-
cedure, and when I drew attention to the
fact you, Mr. Speaker, assured me that it
was all right. According to the "Hnnsard"
report I have referred to, the question was
discussed at some length, and then the report
continues-

Question passed; the Council's pressed
requests not made.

Resolution reported, and the report
adopted.

At this stage you, Mr. Speaker, were in the
Chair, and that is the procedure we should
have adopted to-night. The "Hansard" re-
port proceeds-

The Premier: I move-
That the following message be transmitted

to the Legislative Council: ''With refer-
ence to Message No. 39 from the Legislative
Council, the Legislative Assembly acquaints
the Legislative Council that it has again
considered the request of the Legislative
Council for amendments in the Land Tax
.and Income Tax Bill, and has decided again
to decline to make them. The Legislative
Assembly, therefore, again requests the con-
currence of the Legislative Council in a Bill
for an Act to impose a land tax and an in-
come tax.''

Question put and passed.-

The Premier: But that was at an earlier
stage. -

Hon. G3. TAYLOR: Those were the first
pressed requests. I wish to draw attention
again to the fact that we have not discussed
I he amendments insisted upon by the Legis-

lntive Council the second time. The amend-
ments came to us by message, and we refuased
to accept one in particular. We sent it
back, and they insisted upon their amend-
nent. We did not discuss it again. The

Honorary Minister in charge of the Bill
moved for the appointmrent of managers
without members deciding in Committee
whether they would accept the amendment
insisted upon by the Council or not-

Mr. Corboy: But 'xe got through all
right.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Rut we should not
proceed in such a way. We should know
.viiere we stand.

Hon. J. Cunningham: You must have
-lipped on your job.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: No, I drew attention
to the matter at the time.

Hon. J. Cunningham: You should have
Ink-en action.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I did so, and the
Premier knows that what I say is right.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not sure as to the
attituide of the lhon. memher. If he desired
to draw attention to an irregularity, the
time to do so v-as when the Honorary
Minister's motion wvas moved.

Hon,. G. Taylor: I did so, and you
assured mue there was a precedent.

Mr. SPEAKER : I said there was a
precdent, and] an instance is to be found
in the Votes and Proceedings for Friday,
18th December, 1925.

Hon. Cr. Taylor: I wais in hospital at
that time.

Tine Premier :That is winy we went
wrong.-

Mr. SP3EAKER: The official record set,
out thaot the Order of the Day for the con-
sideration in Committee of the Legislative
Council's mnessagee No. 49 relating to the
Industrial Arbitration Act Amendment
Bill was read. This was not done in Comn-
mittee. The report proceeds-

The Minister for Works moved, that a con-
ference be requested with the Legislative
Concil on the Industrial Arbitration Act
Amendment Bill, and that the managers for
the Legislative Assembly be Mr. Collier, Mr.
Davy, and the mover.
I may inform hon. members that on the
pr-esent occasion the House had already
been in Committee, had considered the
matter, and had done all that they could
do at that stage. The House had appointed
managers, as proposed by the Minister,
ahd therefore I submit there is no point
of order. The matter cannot be raised
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now, and there is the precedent 1 have
referred to governing the position.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I drew attention to
the matter at the time, but you said it was
all right, as there was a precedent.

Air. Corboy :And the Speaker has
quoted it.

H~on. G. TAYLOR : I could not have
known of that precedent, because I was in
hospital. Such a thing had not been done
previously within my knowledge.

Mr. SPEAKER: The discussion is out
of order. The lion, member knows the
position.

The Minister for Lands: There must he
two precedents.

Hon. 0. Tay-lor: I did not know of the
other.

Mir. SPEAKER: The honl. member was
satisfied with my explanation, because he
dlid not proceed further.

ir. CORBOY : 1 would like some in-
formation regarding the age question.
Does it moan nowv that a person may
secure a license to drive a motor vehicle
irrespective of his age, provided he can
pass thle tests.

The Premier: The position is just as it
wvas.

Mr. CORBOY: There is an age limit.
The Premier : Section 21 stands and

regulations can be made.
Mr. CORBOY: Parliament decides that

there shall be no age restriction, but the
Commissioner of Police by regulation de-
cides that the applicant must be 18 years
of age.

Mr. Davy: That is just to make a bit of
work for the lawyers.

Mr. CORBOY: I want to he clear as to
whether the police must issue a license for
driving a private car to any competent
applicant, no matter what his age, or
whether the applicant must be 18 years of
age.

The Premier: The point is covered bv
Section 21 of tile Act.

Mr. CORBOY :The existing regulation
is contrary to the wish of Parliament at
the time the parent Act was passed. Are the
police to continue to insist upon a minimum
age of 18 before issuing a license to drive
a private car, or will a lad of 16 be able
to get a license on passinz the test?

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: Parliament
passed legislation in the belief that it would
he sensibly administered. I disagree with the
member for Tilgarn when he says Parlia-
ment intended that a license should be

granted irrespective of age. It is a ques-
tion of public safety. Up to the present
the police have administered the law in the
best interests of the community. The only
friction we have had has emanated from
youths desirous of handling cars; youths
of whom, in the interests of public safety,
the police have not approved as drivers.
In future the law wvill be administered by
the police on lines similar to those adopted
in) tile past.

Air. SAMPSON : In amendment No. 7
there was a provision that no license to
drive a motor omnibus in the metropolitan
area should be issued to any person under
the age of 21. Does that remain?

Member: No.
Mr. SAMPSON: Then Section 21 is the

law that stands. Also in the amendment
by another place there was provision that
a person might drive any class of motor
vehicle, and the one license would be
sufficient.

Mr. Davy: That remains.
Mr. SAMPSON: I am sorry we have not

something more definite, since it is alleged
that the regulations framed under the sec-
tion are ultra vires.

The Premier: That is for interpretation
by the courts.

Mir. Carboy: The Commissioner of Police
may gazette another regulation next week
making the age 21 years.

Hon. 0. TAYLOR: If Section 21 stands,
since there are regulations gazetted under it
it would be wise for the Government to lay,
those regulations on the Table at the nex t
sitting, so that the House might have oppor-
tunity' to discuss them and, if necessary, dis-
aillow them; otherwise we shall not be able
to consider them until next session. The
member for Yilgarn is not satisfied that
power was given to have those regulations
put into force.

Mr. Corboy: I do not dispute the power,
hut I say it was never the intention of Par-
liament.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It would he wise to
jet the House see what the regulations are
before Parliament rises. Again, I should
like to know what the managers really dis-
cussed. The only thing in dispute was the 16
years age limit.- We had no opportunity to
discuss the amendment insisted upon by an-
other place, but we understood it was the 16
year age limit. The managers apparently
discussed other things to which the House
had agreed, and actually altered them. I do
not know that the managers had authority
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for so doing. Certainly we did not instruct
them.

The Premier: We could not instruct them.
You are raising a point that hans been already
decided.

Ron. G. TAYLOR: The managers dis-
cussed things thle House did not intend thein
to discuss, things to which both Houses had
already agreed.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Many inenmbers have
sons and daughters who can drive motor cars
just as well as can their parents. I have a
daughter, aged 17, but I cannot get a license
for her, because the police quote the regula-
tion framed under Section 21 of the Act.
We do not seem to have gained anything at
all by appointing managers to deal with the
16 year age limit. They have simply brought
us back to where we -were. Where arc we
now? What is the use of accepting the re.-
port? If a child of 16 or 1734 wants a
license he cannot get one owing to the police
regulation. Yet under an Act of Parliament,
which is supposed to be supremne,' he would
be entitled, if competent, to receive a license
even if he was only nine years of age. The
managers have not done their job too well.
They have agreed to something that has left
us in a maze and we do not know where we
are. Because a few individuals in another
place have said, "I have a son or daughter
of 15 or 1S who I desire should be able
to drive mny motor truck to the stalion," our
managers have agreed to it. Yet the police
regulation insists upon a driver b)eing 18
years of age.

Mr. Panton: I think that was the opinion
of this House.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not know where
we stand. I have always understood that
Parliament was the supreme authority that
laid down the law for everyone else inl thle
State, and yet we bare the present uinsatis-
factory position. As the member for West
Perth remarked, it will be n good thing for
the lawyers.

Hon. G. Taylor: But he did not take that
view as a manager.

Mr. 3. H. SMITH: I do not know whether
the ifono-rary Minister proposed him as a
manager for some ulterior motive.

Mr. Corhoy: Do you think he has a sleep-
ing partner?

MAr. J. H. SMITH:- We do not know
wvhere we are.

Mr. Teesdale: I know where we ought to
be at this hour of the morning.

Mr. J. H. SMITH:, The Honorary Min-
ister should iet us know the exact position.
Are we under the police regulations or under
an Act of Parliament?

The Premier: You ought to be under the
police regulations.

Air. J. H. SMITH: It appears to me that
the police have power to supersede the au-
thority of Parliament.

Mr. DYAVY: I think the proverbial slings
and arrows of outrageous fortune are noth-
ing to the member for Yilgarn and Mr.
Smith.

Air. J, H. Smith: The member for
Nelson, please, one arm and one eye.

Mr, DAVY: What they complain of is
that their daughters, cousins, sisters and
aunts under 17 years of age so far have
been unable to get a license. The Minister
introduced the statutory age presmunably be-
cause he realised that the regulations fixing
the age were probably ultra vires. The
managers, to help the members for Vilgarn
and Nelson, have refused to adopt a statu-
tory age and so we are in the same position
as we were before.

Mrv. J. H. Smith: Yet we have a police
regulation limiting the age.

Mr. DAVY: Parliament did not maike
any police regulation.

Air. J. H. Sniith: But it is in force.
Mr. DAVY: The courts of law are pro-

vided to prevent Governments or Mfinisterg
from stepping outside the limits of Arts of
Parliament.

Mir. J. H. Smith: You are camouflaging
now.

Mr. DAVY: I am not. Probably the re-
gulation is ultra rires; the Minister has
more or less admitted the possibility.

Mr. Mann: It has never been tested.
Mr. DAVY: No; I suggest that the nem-

her for Nelson test it. It is absurd to talk
about Acts of Parliament overruling regu-
lations. We cannot provide in a Bill that
a regulation already made by the police shall
be deemed to be ultra vres.

Hon. Q. Taylor: What did the m-anagers
discuss?

Mr. DAVY: I understand that what hap-
pened between the managers is more or less
confidential. We certainly went to die con-
ference to discuss whether the proviso to
amendment No. 7 should he inserted.

Mir. La tham: And that was all.
Mr. DAVY: In discussing that we

worked our way into av almost imipossiblet
nosition.
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hon. G. Taylor: You should have come
bock to the House and reported.

Mr. DAVY: The only way to get back
to satisfactory ground was the way we took.
After being advised by persons qualified to
advise uS, we Concluded that what we have
dune was legitimate, proper and necessary.

Ron. G. Taylor: Both Houses, agreed to
certain things and you altered them,

Mr. DAVY: Hut if~ both sides had agreed
to 1i and B and one side also wanted C, we
could not agree to or refuse. C and leave
A and B out of consideration.

Bon. G. Taylor: That is what you should
have done.

The Premier: It has been done in dozens
off conferences. Tine conference on the Ar-
bitration Act Amnendment Bill last year re-
drafted clauses that had never been disputedl.

Bion. G, Taylor: That -was different, be-
cause that Bill contained a number of
things. Here there was only one proposi-
tion for tine conference to consider.

The Prentier: That was an occasion whven
the lion. miember was not here.

Mr. DAVY: It was. better to do what we
have done than to wrangle about the point
and lose the Bill, which contains ak vast
amount of important matter.,

Hon. (4. Taylor: 'We fought it pretty
hard in this House and] the Government
would niot adopt anything but the age of
18, and now they have Coanle down to this.

1Mr. J. H. Smith: To anyv age--nine or
six.

Mr. DAVY: We had reached a certain
point and had agreed on all things except
the proviso. In the eirc-unvanees I think
wve did the proper thing,

Mr. Sampson: Has anwnndment No, 8
been agreed to?

Mr. DAVY: No,
Mr. MNANN: T have no Fauslt to find with

the action of the conference managers. The
difficulty would ho solved if the sungestion
of the member for Mt. Margaret were
adopted and the regulations were placed on
the Table prior to the close of the session.
Then if the regniations were found to con-
tain anything- objectionable or outside the
scope of the Act, exception could he
taken to it. It is not fair to per-
mit regulations outside the scope of
ihe Act to he enforced and to compel an
aggrieved person to teat them in the court.
If it is intended to control the age of drivers
by means of regulations, the regulations
should he placed on the Table so that mem-
bers might understand them.

M. r. Chesson: Have not they been laid on
1he Tableq

Mr. MANN" : They cannot be tabled until
the Bill has become an Act.

Mr. Chesson: The existing regulations
have been tabled.

Mr. MANN: If they had been contested
it is questionable whether they could not
have been quashed.

Mr. Clydesdale: Your suggestion would
not make things any better.

IMr. MANN: I think it would.
Mr. Clydesdale: Not at all.
Ron. G. Taylor: It would at least provide

an opportunity to discuss the regulations.
Mr. MANN: Suppose a r~egulation was

framed providing that no person under the
a~ge of 21 should drive a ear, that would not
meet with the wishes of this House because
we desire the age to he 18S. If it is intended
to frame regulations let them be put up by
ine departmuent before the House rises. The
Government are well aware of the feeling of
the House.

The Premier: And, of course, knowing
the feeling of the House we are likely to
fix the age at 21! An Act is generally ad-
;ninistered with judgment and common sense.
If the police all go mad anything may
happen.

Mr. MANN:. I think the regulations
A~ould he laid on the Table before the House
rises, so that members may see whether they
come within the Act or not.

The Premier: The regulations that are in
existence will continue. They already exist
,and they wilf go on. They have been laid
on the Table. This Bill aloes not affect that
part of the Art now. New regulations are
not necessary.

Mr. MANN: I am not sure that new
regulations will not be required.

The Premier: If it is required to make
new regulations such new regulations would
'be placed on the Table.

Mr. MANN: Will new regulations be laid
on the Table of the Housc1

The Premier: Tf new regulations are re-
rquired they will be laid on the Table.

Mr. MANN: I am satisfied.
Question put and passed, and a message

according returned to the Council.

Council's Further Message.
Message from the Concil received and

read notifying that it baa agreed to the re-
commendations of the Conference managers.

Hlouse adjourned at 1.57 a.m. (Friday).


