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Hon. J. Ewing: What difference could
ihat possibly make?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Tho.e wenihers
might have a leaning towards the views of
the Giovernment.

Hon. J. Ewing: I think I should objeet
to that.

The PRESIDENT : Does the hon. member
lesire a withdrawal of the remark?

Hon. J. Ewing: No.

"Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I should like to
hear some other member express an opin-
ion.

HON. G. POTTER (West) [12.0]: Mr.
Homersley’s wish shall be granted. While
1e is guite in order in referring to the pro-
;edure undef the Standing Orders, it is
1ardly consistent with the procedure or the
raditions of this House to question the ap-
rointment of managers. The members sug-
rested know the feelings of the House, am!
rom the debate they will have been able to
srasp the desires of the House. On many
srevious oceasions we have appointed man-
:gers who, some members thought, would
.ause our representation to be somewhat
oaded. I, for one, would not like the ques-
ion to go to a ballot.

Question put and passed, and a 'ue~ssage
wceordingly returned to the Assembly.

Sitting suspended from 12.2 to 1.20 ¢.m

Conference Managers' Report.

THE CHIET SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Jrew—Central) [1.20]: I have to report
hat the Conference has met, concluded
ts business, and come to a satisfactory
greement. Legislative Conrzel! amcndment
Y0. 6 is abandoned. Legislative Couneil
mendnment No, 7 is amerded by Acleting the
rords “ ‘age’ in line three” und substituting
“‘amended’ in line one,” and by deleting all
rords from ‘“thereof” 1o th> enil.  Legisla-
ive Couneil amendment No. 8 is abandoned
Nlanse 13 of the Bill i- amended by deleting
Il words after “amended” in line one down
o “age” in line three. Clanse 14 of the Bl
3 deleted. I oave now o explain the rosi-
ion to hon. meimbers, All references (o oge
ave been deleted from the Bill; we go back
p the old pozition, and the whole matter
1ill be determined by the Commissioner of
‘olice. Even the reference to age of drivers
f motor buses has heen excised. Mr. Ham-
rsley’s amendment referring to licenses for
rivers of motor vehicles has been preserved
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in its entirety. The amendment referring to
un age limit of 17 years for persons sitting
beside a licensed driver has also been re-
moved. I wish to emphasise that the age
limit has been deleted in every case. That
is the effect of the decision of Conference..
The amendments agreed to by the Managers.
are not intelligible as presented in the re-
port, and eannot be understood unless oné
makes a eomparison of them with the amend-
ments roade by this Chamber; bui what I
have stated is the effect of them. I move—

That the Conference managers’
adopted.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Assembly.

report be

House adjourned at 1.25 am. (Friday.)

Regislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 28th October, 1926.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair ar .30
p.m., and read pravers.

QUESTION —BREAD, WHOLEMEAL
AND RETFINED FLOUR.

Myr. NORTH asked the Hon, 8. W.
Munsie {Honorary Minister): 1, Has any
action vet been taken to introduee, hy
propacr.'mda in the schools the mse of whole
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‘meal diet as opposed to refined tour? 2,
If not, will he indicate anv aobjections that
‘moy have been raised to the proposal?

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE replied: 1, Nu. 2,
There is no objeetion, but it is probable
that such propaganda directed te {le
parent wonld be preductive of more result.

QUESTION—EDUCATION, SCHOOL
IMPROVEMENTS.

Mr. NORTH asked the Hon. 35, W,
Munsie (Honeorary Minister): What are
his intentions regarding,—1, The proposed
extensions to the Eric-street School, Cut-
tesloe? 2, The proposed grant io assist
the cost of improvements to the Coltesloe
Central State School grounds? 4, The pro-
pesal to resume additional land adjoining
the Swanbourne State Schenl?

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE replicd: ), Provi-
sion has been made on the draft Estimates
for a new classroom, in brick, az the lirie-
strecet State Sehool. 2, The question of a
grant to assist in improving the Cottesloe
State School grounds will receive con-
sideration as soon as it is definitely known
what funds are available for sehools. The
provision of schools in localities where no
educational faecilifies exist, and additions
to schools where the existing acecommoda-
tion is insufficient must, however, receive
first consideration. 3, The question of
aequiring additional land at Swanbourne
has been under consideration for some
time. The matter will again receive con-
sideration when the Tstimates are passed.

QUESTION—DIVIDEND DUTIES ACT,
. APPEAL.

Mr. NORTH asked the Premier: Is he
aware—1, That under Seection 7 of the
Dividend DPuties Aet, 1902, the Commis-
sioner of Taxation may disallow as ex-
penditure any money paid by a company us
salary, fees, or otherwise to any Jirecior,
officer, or emplovee of the eompany in =0
far as, in the opinion of the Commissioner,
such payment was not made bona fide as
remuneration for services rendered but us
a means of avoiding taxation? 2, That in
Dr. Siow's opinion as expressed in a letter
to the Commissioner, there is no appeal in
a tourt of justice aeninst his decision? 3.
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1s it his intention to rewedy the position
by introducing legislation to enable com-
panies to appeal [rom the Commissioner’s
devision regarding their bona fdes?

The PREMIFER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Ves,
3, It is not proposed to amend the Divi-
dend Dnties Aet during this sessiou.

QUESTION—OLD MEN'S HOME,

Mr. NORTH asked the Hon. 8. W.
Munsie (1Tonorary Minister): 1, Is he
satisfied with the present administration
of the Old Men’s Home? 2, Has he any
reason to doubt that it is being run, at the
present time, equally as well ns when he
took over the administration?

Hon. §. W. MUNSIE replied: 1, Yes,
except that it is hoped to improve the lot
of the bed-ridden eases in the near future.
2, There is no reason whatever to doubt
that the Home is run equally well as when
the Government took office.  Indeed, in
eertain respects in conneetion with dietary,
the lot of the inmates has heen improved.

QUESTION—WOOROLOO
SANATORIUM.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Hon. 8. W.
Munsie {Honorary Minister}: 1, Has action
been taken to provide a suitable motor
vehicle to convey patients and visitors to
and from the Wooreloe SBanatorium? 2,
If not, when will it be done? 3, Has a de-
cision been reached regarding the erection

. of necessary feneing of the Sanaterium,

therchy preventing annoyanee to patients
cansad by strayving stoek?

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIF replied: 1 and 2,
T'enders are at present being invited for
the supply of motor transport both for
passengers and goods to and from the
Sanatorium. 3, There is no change in the
position regarding the proposed feneing
from the position reported in reply to a
question some two months agn. The ques-
tion of fencing was under consideration by
the hon, member when Colonial Seeretary.
and its urgenev has not increased since
that time.

Mr, Sampson :
provements,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Apparently no
progress is possible in this country.

Time should bring im-
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QUESTION—CANNING RIVER,
WEIR.

Mr. CLYDUESDALE asked the Minister
for Works: 1, Does he intend to construet
a welr acros: the Canning River at Kent-
street, Cannington? 2, 1If so, when does
he propo<e to vommensve operations’

Hon. J. CUNNINGILAM (for the Min-
ister for Works) replied: 1, Yes. 2, The
materials are being assembled, and opera-
tions will be commenced early next month.

BILL—ROYAL AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY.

Jecand Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. M. I. Troy—NMt. Magnet) [1.37] in
moving the ~ccond reading said: For some
time an agitation has been in progress
amongst the agricultural societies of this
State for tha purpose of seeuring legislation
on the lines =et vut in this measure. Owing
to the lack of ro-ordination amongst the ag-
rienltural soeicties, the Royal Agrieultural
Socicty and the delegates who meet at the
couneil of the Royal Agricultural Sueiety in
Perth trom time to time are asking for lew-
islation that will give them the power of
control and ai~n enable them to earry on the
administration and aefivities of their socie-
ties more satisfactorily. It is generally de-
sired that there should be a reeognised body
capable of dealing with all the questions
that arise from time to time belween the
societies, and that the head should be the
Royal Agrienltural Society of Western .\us-
tralia. The Royal Agricultural Society has
functioned in Western Australia for many
years, and the fact that the greater number
of agrieultural socicties in the State are
affiliated is evidence that it is recognised as
the head of agrvicultural societies in  the
State. It is desired under the Bill that the
Royal Agricultural Society should he vested
with the necessary anthority as the wovern-
ing head. The association between the loeal
societies and the Roval has served n useful
purpose and haz been a cordial one, I have
not heard of any inztanee of any serious dis-
acreement havinz arisen. The aim of the
Roval is to work harmoniously with the loeal
societies and to help and encourage them as
far as possible in all their activities. The
agricultural soeieties play a very important
part in the development of the State. In
addition to fostering the educational and
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~ovial sides, they advertise their rezpective
localities and ereate a feeling of rivalry
and competition which, of course, is bene-
fieial alike tu 1he loealities and the industries
of the Stale. We look upon the Royal Show
as Lbe event of the vear. 'To attend it peo-
ple come Lrom ali parts, and eompetitors are
attracted not only from within the State but
from beyond its hounds. 1 think ii can he
said that the ltoyal Show is the hest pos-
sible adverlisemient that the State ecould
have, and for that reason the society should
be enconraved. There arve BY societies aflili-
ated with the Ltoval, and for the purpose of
effeclive administration those sucieties ave
eroupwed into zoues. The Royal assists not
enly by providing judges, but by arranging
the dates and endeavouring to prevent the
dnte of a show in any zone conflicling with
that o anether show in the same zune.

Hon. ti. Tavlor: | wish they would hold
all the shows on the one date.  Then there
would not e =0 many members absent.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am zlad they are not all held on the one
date.

Mr. Lindsay: The member for Mt. Mar-
varet iz only jealous heeause an agricultural
<how is not held in his district.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTUORE:
[t is desirable fhat visitors should he able
to attend the varions shows and benefit from
the lessons imparted by them, The affiliation
fee is the modest sum of €1 1s, .\ majorvity
of the local socielies are alliliated with the
Royal. .\ number are not affiliated, hut they
work under the Royal and ave able to zet the
henefit of the exehange of stoek and oxhibits
that goes with affiliation. Theyv are ex-
empted  for a period until it is proved
whether thev ecan eonduet a show =zurecoss-
fully on the recognised lines. The societiss
desire the contrel provided in the Bill be-
cause they have no real control over their
own show grounds or over exhibitors. Some
exhibitors may vive trouble, and it is impos-
sihle for the Royal Society or any of the
local =ocietics tn take any step to regulate
the eonduet of exhibitors. Tt has ocenrred
that an exhibitor assanlted a jndge on the
show ground hecause he was not sati<fied
with the award of the judge.

Hon. &, Tavlor: Footballers often a<eault
the nmpire,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURFE:
That sort of thing should not oceur, parti-
cularly with societies of this description.
Apgain, it has happened t{hat the loeal an-
thorities have made arrangements with the
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Railway Department to put in trucks for
the purpose of bringing exhibits to a show
on an understanding with the exhibitor, and
that the exhibitor has not kept faith, with
the result that the soeieties have been incon-
venienced and put to expense. It is desire!
that the societies should have some conirol
over such eonduet. I understand that when
the Leader of the Opposition was Minister
for Agriculture, at a time when the Govern-
ment were subsidising agricultural societies,
he cailed a meeting of the societies and ex-
" pressed a strong desire for affiliation, A Bill
wag, I think, then drafted; and for some
years it has been the intention of Govern-
ments to introduce a measure of this char-
acter. However, for some reason which I
am unable to state, the introduection of the
Bill has been delayed. The time now, how-
ever, is opportune for legislation of this
character, and the Bill under consideration
shounld serve the purpose. The president and
secrefary of the Royal Agrienltural Soeiety
have discussed the measure with me. Al-
though I counld not see my way to agree fo
the Bill which they proposed, still, after dis-
cussion of the amendments whick I intro-
duced, they think this Bill will serve the
purpose admirably. The measure is to be
known as the Royal Agvieultural Socicty
Act, 1026, and is to come into eperation on
a date to be proclaimed. It will be noted
that “the Royal Agrienltural Society” means
the Royal Agricultural Society of Western
Australia. “Agricultural Soeiety” means any
society or association registered in pursu-
ance of this measure. “Agricultural show"
means any show having for its principal ob-
jeet the exhibition of agricultural or past-
oral products. The Bill provides that no
society, club, or association shall hold or
permit an agricultural show until such so-
eiety, club, or association shall have become
registered with the Royal Agrieultural So-
cicty. In order to secure this registra-
tion, the society, club, or association
must mske application in writing to the
Royal Agricultural Society, and 10 persons
must sign such application. That should not
be diffienlt; it is & very =mal! Inoatity where
thern are not 10 persons sufficiently inter-
ested to create a society of Lhis characier.
The Royal Agricultural Society may grant
registration on payment of the prescribed
fee. 1 understand that the afliliation fee at
present is one guinea, which is not very
much. All existing soeiefies have the right,
under ihe Bill, to registraiion, and the Royal
Agrieultural Socicty cannot refuse registra-

Jaws governing all
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tion. No ecavilling can deny an existing
sociely the right of registration. In the case
of new societics, as well as in the case of
eslablished societies, if the Royal Agricul-
tural Socicty should refuse registralion, an
appeal can be made to the Minister for Agri-
culture, whose decision shall be given effeet
to. Therefore the Bill does not give the
Royal Agricultural Soeiety power to vefuse
registration absolutely. A soeiety which has
been refused registration may appeal to ihe
Minister For .Agriculture against the de-
cision of the Royal Society, and the Miu-
ister’s decision shall be final and shall he ear-
ried into cliect. In that wav we exercize an
influenee over the Royal Society, Iurther,
the Royal Sociely must keep at their head
office in Perth a register of soviclies regis-
tered under ihis measure, and the register
must be open for imspection. Uniform by-
registered agricaltural
societies shall be wmade ab a meeting of the
couneil of the Royal Society sitling together
with delegates of the registered agrienltural
socictics and meeting in conference on a date
to be fixed by the Royal Society. It will
be noted thai the rules arve not to be made
by the Royal Society, but by the conneil
of that society sitting in conjunction wilh
delegates of the affiliated societies through-
cut Western Ausiralia. That will give all
the societies n voice in determining what the
rules and by-laws of the organisation shall
be. Any agricultural socicty may make by-
laws for the regulation of matters of loecal
concern, provided such by-laws are not in-
congistent with the uniform by-laws or regn-
lations made at the eonference to which I
have already referved. Al by-laws and reg-
ulations under the measure will be subject
to the approval of the Governor, and must
be laid upon the Table of this House. If
they are not fair and reascnable, they mav
he objected to in the same way as this House
has the vight to objeet to other by-laws and
regulations.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Tf they lave the
foree of law, they must be laid on the Table,

The MINISTER TOR AGRICTLTURI:
Yes.  Under the Bill the Governor may
make regulations for the registration of all
ngrieultural societies and for the cancella-
tion of such registration for breach of by-
laws or other sufficient cause. The Governor
may also make regulations for the conven-
ionee ant hioldine of the conferenee, as well
as by-laws preseribing all other matlers and
thines that may be necessary or eonvenient
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for carrying out the provisions of this meas-
are.  Tne Bill is very small. 1 hope there
will be ne objection to the provisions em-
bodied in 1. 1 believe it meets with the ap-
proval of the Royal Society and of the ofher
agricultural societies.

IFon. Sir James Mitchell: You have cou-
ferred with them, have you neot!

v The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
ez,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: And they have
agreed lo this Bill?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes.

ITon. G. Taylor: lave you consulted ai
the small societies?

The MINISTER TOR AGRICUL LS :
Nu. | have, hewever, protected those socie-
ties, inasmnch as T have given them a voiee
in the drawing up of the rules, and inasmuoch
as nofhing can be done in regard to rules
and regulations without their consent and
agreenent. 1 do not think there will be any
chjection, because I have here a 8le, furn-
ished to me by the Royal Society, containing
a large nomber of letters from affilinted
societivs asking tor (his legislation.

Hom, Sir bames Mitehell: That is perfeetly
reasonable.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
1 hope, therefore, that the Bill will meel
with cordial acceptance from hon. meinbers,
ami 1 have pleasure in moving—-

Thal the Bill be now read a second time,

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
thmn) [4.54]: I have no objection to offer
to the Bill. Indeed, I think it is very neces-
sary. Ycears ago the Government subsidised
agricultural societies, but it was stipulated
that hefore they conld draw any subsidy they

must affiliate with the Royal Agricultural
Society. Tn that way some eonirol was
secured. Reeent developments make it quite

clear that seme organisation must have
power to deal with those who default, it may
he, in the pavment of entrance fees, those
whn abnse offieials, those who have differ-
enees with jndges, and those who exhibit
stock in other than fair fashion. Therefore
it is necessary that the Royal Agrieunltural
Sociely should bhave the powers which the
Minister now proposes to eonfer upon them.
Agrieultural shows do a great deal of coul.
Lareely they are shows of pure stock. and
it is necessary that the stoek shown should b
true to type. If a pedigree is produaced, it
should he a pedigree properly applvine {o
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the animal exhibited. It is not possible for
show authorities to prosecule for fraud, but
under this measure Lbere will be power to
disqualify persons guilty of fraud; and they
ought to be disquulified. People guilty of
frund at agricultural shows should have the
same treatinent meted out to them as is now
meted out to ihuse who iransgress the rnles
of racing.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is so.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Under
the Bill, the parent body and all agrieultural
Bill, the parent body and all agricultural
societies affiliated will have the right to dis-
qualify., That is particulavly neeessary in
these days, when most of our prizes ave for
pedigreed stock, and when we have herl
books and other inenns of recording pedi-
grees. Stock are brought into the country,
and pedigrees with them, and we want to be
certain that all is straight and right. To
that end we should see that transgressuts
can be penalised. If, after the passage
of this measmre, a man goes to, say,
Geraldton with an exhibit which is not
in accordance with the requirements of
the programme of prizes, and if he
misrepresenis  the exhibit, he can  be
dealt with. 1T he is disqualified at Geraldton
and the disqualification is approved by the
Roval Society, his name will be entcred on
the “black list” or list of defaulters or dis-
qualified persons, and he will not be able to
exhibit in fature. Tt will mean thai the
sncieties will have contrel over exhibits anid
over exhibitors too, and that some authority
will be exercised. The Minister has men-
tinned two unpleasant happenings affecting
a secretary and a show judgze. Such things
must not he. People who give their time
in econnection with shows—and nearly all
judwes aet in an honorary eapacity—must he
protected. But that is not the important
matter. The chief point is that exhibits
shall be what ther purport to he, and the
societies tanst have the right to deal with
persons who act otherwise than squarely at
shows. Arrieultural shows are of vital im-
portance to the eonntry. Onee a year at
each centre wenple interested in stock can
on and see the hest hreeds. see what a Jer-
cov or a Shorthorn eow or a Clydesdalr
stallian oncht to he.

1Ton. G. Tavler: Mr. Boas should be sent
to look at wvear dairr herd.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Tt is im-
portant that all exhihits shonld be true tn
trpe.  To-day we have a show of flowors
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in the Town Hall. There one finds many
exhibits whick are just what they are sup-
posed to be, This year I bave visited three
or four agricultural shows held to encour-
age the breeding of stock. Every vear we
see better and better stock, exeept in some
classes. At this year’s Royal Show there was
a wonderful display of sheep snd an excel-
lent display of pigs. There were also some
very good cattle, thongh the display was not
all that it might have been. However, the
type was exeellent. The sad feature of the
Royal Show to me was the disappearance of
draught sfock, and 1 may say the herses
generally. At the first show T visited, that
at Mcekering, there was a Clydesdale stal-
lion owned by the Government, and one
other horse, which ought not to have been
there. At the Nungarin show I saw one
very zood horse, a draught stallion, and also
a trotting stallion, I went to the Northam
show. That gathering is held in the centre
of a very old agricultural ddistrict where at
one time large numbers of well bred stallions
were seen in the stock parades. The locally
bred stock from that distriet held their
own with the products of any other part of
the country and many of them proved their
supertority at the Royal Agrienllural shows.
On this oceasion, however, no dranght stal-
Iion and only one thoroughhred stallion was
shown. T do not know what we are xoinz to
do ahbout it, but we might he ahle to arranze
for the agrieultural societies to take charoe
of dranght stallions and so supply a want
that is apparent at present. Tt i= guite
evident to me that horse hreeding iz not
very popular at the moment, althongh this
i5 just the fime when that orcupation should
he popular. The industry will be prpfitable
heeanse we must have draught stoek. Every
ship from the Eastern Stales brings in
dranght stork and vet there is none bred
within the State. Tn the Northam distriet
this vear it was not possible to zo in for
breeding, hecause there were no draught
stallions available. The same thing may he
said of other districts.

Hon, G. Taylor: Dealing in lighi hovses
is unprofitable,

Hon. 8ir JTAMES MITCHELL: T am re-
forring to draucht stock., Of conrse. there
are hundreds of the inferior tvpe that ean
he proenred, hut thew are not the animals
we want for aerienltural purposes. We
want animals that ean he sold as remounis.
When the affliation econditionz regarding
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agricultural societies are tightened up, it will
be possible to encourage the breeding of the
heavy stock reguired on the farm and also
of the several hreeds of cattle suitable for
various districts. Why should we bring
dranght stoek from the Bastern States when
we were able to breed the necessary stock
onrselves in years gone by? Good must
come from the agricultural societies getting
together. This may lead to the subsidising
of the societies in respeet of stallions
throughout the State. Agriculturc plays a
big and lending part in most countries to-
day, and in other parts speeial sieps are
taken to assure the breeding of suitable
stock.  In Iveland speeially good mares are
suhsidised, whereas in other countries sires
are subsidised. The Minister knows that
Continental Governments take steps to keep
up the standard of their blood stock and
pay very high prices for animals in order
fo maintain their standards. That applies
to horses especially. Tn Australin we have
not taken any trouble in this respect. Teo-
day the Arab, the Timor, the Pexcheron, and
the Clydesdales are as pure as they ecver
were. On the other hand, in Australia we
do not worry about mixing the breeds, with
the result that the standard of onr horses
has deteriorated. T hepe the affiliation of the
various agrienitural societies will prove help-
ful, for, hx acting logether they may he
able to make suggestions regarding the weak-
neszes that are evident in our agrienltural
life fo-dax. At any vate, it will give them
the opportunity {o do sn, and T hope the
olficors of the Agvicultural Department will
make speeial efforts to secure the promotion
of horse breeding again. The Chief Tnspeectar
nf Stock might well give econsideration to the
question. To-dny we are putting thousands
of people on the land and not all of them
are in a position to buy tractors and so forth.
The Minister for Lands told us that theve
are over 1.000 horses on the group settle-
menis at present.  The settlers there will
require at least 1,000 more. Many other
people will iake np land and they, oo, will
require stock. The agrienltural soeieties can
help in that direction. Thus it is that the
breeding of stock is essential in the interests
of the farmers. T can sec nothing but good
likely to come from the operations of the
Bill and it has my hearty support. Only
transgressors can raise objections to sueh a
meagnre and to the regulations that will be
framed under the Bill. As to the sugzestion
that people in small centres will nat he able
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1v hold shows because permission is likely
to be withheld, it has to be remembered that
provision is made for an appeal to the Min-
ister, As a matter of fact, we do not want
too many shows throughout the country. We
want good shows at convenient places. What
with cur railways and motor cars, people in
counfry districts can travel easily to the
centre where a show is to he held.

My, Latham: But they capnot transport
vheir stock so easily.

The Minister for Agriculture:
should be a creditable business.

Hon. Sivr JAMES MITCHELL : Yes. We
want fairly good shows and if is not possible
1o hold shows every fen miles or so. I am
sure no objection will be raised by the parent
body to the establishment of other agricul-
tural societies and the holding of shows.

Hon. G. Taylor: But the Bill will give
the Royal Agrieultural Society a monopoly.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, it
will not.

The Minister for Agriculture:
course not.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It does
not give the societv a monopoly at all.

The Minister for Agrienlture: It merely
gives the society stafutory power.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Someone
lias to administer the legislation and the
regnlations. As the result of the delibera-
tions of representatives of the varions show
committees, suitable regulations will be
tramed. I not only willingly give my sup-
port to the Bill, but feel sure that the time
has eome when we should have some sueh
legislation enacted. We are not slow in this
House in taking away liberty from people
In this instance, however, what is provided
for is a cuild in which everyone is free.
There iz no compulsion about it.

Mr. Sleeman: There :5 no job eontrel.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: And no
compulsion at all. The Bill is a very
moderate one and all thai can be done is to
require that all people controlling agrieul-
tural shows shall see to it fhat the proper
standard is maintained and the necessary
regulations observed. I hope the Govern-
ment will find it possible to subsidise agri-
cnltural socleties as was done at one fime.
By the means provided in the Bill it will be
possible to see thet eny such money is well
spent. Agrienltnral shows are of great im-
portance te Western -Anstralia becanse
people are brought together in order to
stndy the various breeds and standards of
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In a eountry such as oars, where
wmany people have gone on the land withount
experience, it is of great importanee that
opportunities shall be provided for them to
see stock of an excellent type. Some peopie
I om acquainted with knew nothing about
stock a few years ago, but to-day they are
suceessfol exhibifors. [ welcome the DBill
snd hope the Homse will agree to pass it.
It will make for much better control, and
I believe the authority songht to be set up
will work for good and do svmething to im-
prove our methods of azriculture and our
ztock throughout the farm:ng areas.

On motion for Mr. Latham, debate ald-
journed.

BILL—CITY OF PERTH ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. C. Apgwin—North-East Fremantle)
I56.15] in moving the second reading said:
The Bill, like most of those I introduce, is
a very small one.

Mr. SBampson: And consequently d&an-
gerous.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
think so. Last year we passed a Bill con-
terring on the City of Perth additionaj
powers relating to the alignment of streets.
Tt was thought at the time that the legisla-
1fon met all requirements but, aceording to
the solicitors for the Citv Couneil, it seems
there is a doubt as to wkether the Act ap-
plies to vaecant lnnd. The Aet provides that
the City Council shall have power to declare
a new street alignment when an old building
is being removed to maka room for a new
vae, but it is open te doubt whether the Act
applies to vacant land or which a building
is about to be erected.

Hon. G. Taylor: That seems strange.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is
erave doubt about it. The Bill removes that
doubt, for it makes the Act apply also to
vaeant areas. When the Aet was passed
1ast year, T think Parliament intended there
chould ve no doubt whatever about vacant
land.

Hou. Q. Taylor: Do you know whether
there have been any cases to test the Act?

The MINISTER FOR Y ANDS: I cannot
say, but there iz a doubt abont the applica-
{ion of the Act to vacant land, and the City
louncil desirez that that doubi should be
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removed. ~The Bill provides that the Aet
shall apply to land upon which no building
or work, or portion of a building or work,
is erected or in course of oreclion ai the time
of the preseribing of the new huilding line,
or the date of such preseribing, or on the
date of the commencement of this measure,
whichever shall be the later date. If merely
makes it elear and definite that the Aet shall
apply to vacant land, just as it applies to
land upon which a building is or has been
ereeted. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

“On motion by Hon. G. Taylor, delate ad-
Jjourned.

BILL—DAIRY CATTLE COMPENSA-
TION.

S2:0041 Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. M. F. Troy—Mt. Magnet) [5.20] in
moving the second reading said: The Bill
is introduced largely as the result of the
activities of the Stock Department during
last year. That department has been en-
deavonring to clean nwp the dairy herds in
the metropolitan area, and has been ad-
ministering very rigidly the Stock Diseases
Act relating to tubereulosis or actinomy-
cosis in onr dalry herds. In consequence
of catile being econdemned and destroyed,
a deputation waited on me and asked that
compensation should he provided for those
dairvmen whose stock had heen destroyed
by eompulsion. They eclaimed that their
livelihood was at stake as the result of. de-
partmentat action, that they were not a
very prosperous community, that they had
to work long hours, that they had built up
their herds over a number of years by exer-
cising earve and industry and thrift, and
that they felt very strongly the action of
the department in destroying what they
had so laboriously bunilt up. They also
claimed that if the community was to be
protected by the provision of a pure milk
supply, the community should compensate
the dairymen who ran the risks of the
trade. Of course, that is not to be ad-
mitted in any principle. In almost every
industry, the persons carrying on the in-
dustry take the risk. But much can be
said for those in the dairy indnstry, be-
canse the community are protected by the
Stock Diseases Act. In order to give them
the protection of a pure milk snpply, we
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have entered into dairymen’s premises an!
seized and destroyed their stock. I do
not know any other industry in which the
department aets so decisively. There are
other industries penalised by enactments
such as the Noxions Weeds Aet.

Mr. Latham: That is pretty well a dead
letter.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Under that Act we do not go in and deal
with the offender as decisively as we deal
with the dairymen, Then there is the
Plant Diseases Aet, giving the department
extensive powers, and imposing penalties.
However, none of these other Acts goes so
far as to empower the department to
destroy a man’s means of livelihood. Binee
the stringent measures taken against in-
fected cattle are for the protection of the
community, T really think the dairymen
are deserving of some eonsideration. In
the Bill compensation is based on the prin-
ciple of sclf-help by means of an insurance
scheme under which the owner contributes
o eertain sum in registration fees. To the
amounnt so subseribed, the Government will
contribute a further sum, and the two
amounts, the registration fee plus the Gov-
ernment contribution. will constitute the
compensation fund. Compensation shalt be
paid to the owner of eattle destroyed hy
the department to the extent of 90 per
cent. of the assessed value of the animals
destroyed, the Government contributing
two-fifths of the amount payable, and the
dairymen the remaining three-fifths. 'Com-
pensation can only be paid suhject to regis-
tration in aecordance with the Bill, and
rezistration is compulsory. The claimant
must have made registration at least 14
days prior to making a eclaim, except in
such circumstances as the Minister may
decide.

Hon. G. Taylor: Who assesses the value
of the stock?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T will come to that. Where it ean he
proved that the owner of the stoek has not
registered because of eertain valid eon-
siderations, the Minister will have power to
set aside the condition that the owner
should have registered 14 days before
making his c¢laim. For the purposes of the
Bill, no animal shall he assessed at a value
exceeding £15, and the e¢laimant will be
paid only up to 90 per cent. of the assessedl
value, The assessed value of animals
slaughtered shall be determined by the in-
spector ordering their destruetion and the
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owner of the heasts. Provision is madc
whereby, in the event of a disagreement
hetween the owner and the inspector, the
Minister shall appoint an independent arbi-
trator whose decision shall be final. The
Minister will be able to aet impartially,
heeause the amount is to he paid from the
fund, and so all the Minister has to do is
to appoint an independent arbitrator,
whose decision shall be final. Registration
of dairv herds for the purposes of the Ril
shall be compulsory ir such districts asz
gshall be defined by proclamation. Tt is
proposed first to confine the measure to Lhe
metropolitan area. In that avea during the
past 12 months the Stock Department has
inspected between 3.000 and 4,000 dairy
rows, a percentage of which has Deen
(aken out of the herds and destroved.

Mr. (riffiths: What percentage?

The MINTSTFER FOR AGRICULTURE:
A prefty small one, only about 32 heasts in
all. If a similar inspection had heen car-
ried out in previons vears, the percentage
would have hbeen still smaller, for the
herds would have been cleaner. Tt is pro-
posed to proclaim the Aet first in the
metropolitan area, and to extend it later
by further proclamations. In the metro-
politan area there are 6,000 dairy cows.
The registration ot those animals at 2s.
per head will provide £600 as a nueleun:
for the fund. Tt will be neeessary, theve-
tore, for the Government to set aside £300
towards the operations of the Aet in the
first year. The Bill provides that if the
funds become sufficiently strong to warrant
a reduction in the amount provided to
make up the fund, this shall be done.

Hon. G. Taylor: Proportionately.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURY.:
Yes. There would be no value in establish-
ing a fund and holding a big sum of money
nnless that money was utilised for the pur-
poses set forth in the measure.

Mr. Latham: Are you going to pay for
the inspectors out of the fund?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No. The administration will he earried ont
by the inspectors under the Stoek Diseases
Act. Nothing will be paid out of the fund
exeept by way of eompensation. Any animal
that is ordered to be slanghtered must be
delivered at a Government abattoir and
slaughtered there, Afier it is slaughtered
there the value of the carcase or part thereof
will be passed into the compensation
fund. The Bill says that the proceeds
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shall remuin the property of the Govern-
ment. It must be the property of someone,
but actually the proceeds will be paid inte
the compensation fund.

EHoun. G. Taylor: Who will control Lhe
fund?

The MINISTER ¥FOR AGRICULTURE::
Nominally the Treasury, but actually the
Department of Apgriculture will eontrol it.
I eonsider that dairymen are entitled fo soine
consideration at the hands of the community.
Their lot is a difficult one. 1 do not think
anyone can say that dairying is a prospe:-
ous ealling, or that it atfracts great numbers
to it. The life is 2 bard one.  The people
engaged in that occupation rise envly in the
morning and work long hours.  There is
natural feed available only for a few months
of the year, and for the rest of the year the
cattle have 1o be hand fed. When officers
of the department enter a dairy farm and
take cattle ont and destroy them, this must
be a great blow to the owners. As this Bill
will be the means of proteeting the com-
munity, the community should pay a little
by way of ecompensation of this c¢haracter.

Mr. Sampson: Will the Bill be restricted
to the two diseases mentioned in it?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. The cattle can by law be destroved
for pleure, but that would not be done for
the sake of the health of the community, but
in order to proteet the remainder of the
herd.

Hon. G. Taylor: Tt would be the same
with rinderpest.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. This compensation is to be given Le-
cause we intend to protect the community.
We, therefore, think the community should
to some extent compensate the owners for
the cattle destiroved. T move—

TFhat the Bill be now read a second time.
On motion by Mr. Sampson, debate ad-

journed. e
: ' T T TR

BILL--SPECIAL LEASE (ESPERANCE
PINE PLANTATION).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 21st October.
HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [5.35]: For some time past people
in this country with money have heen buying

shares in a company promoted to carry on
pine planting in New Zealand. I al-
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ways thought it was wrong ibat our
money should go to New Zealand when pine
trees, that would prove so useful in this
State, ean be grown here. People put their
money into this venture no doubt lared by
the promise of a substantial and guiek re-
turn. The company in question has ex-
pressed o desire to plant pines in Western
Australia. In submitting the Bill the Minis-
ter asked the House to authorise the issue of
a conditional purchase lease of 15,000 acres.
Under the Land Aet the amount is limited
to 5,000 acres of second elass land, and
coneerning anything beyond that area Par-
liament must be consnlted. We have heard
from the Minister that the people who are
applying for this lease belicve that pine
trees will grow well in this aren. I do not
know if the Minister has consnlied the For-
ests Department.

The Minister for Lands: I read the report.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It ap-
pears that the Forests Department are fav-
ourable to the granting of this lense. The
railway line from Esperance to Salmon
Goms runs throngh a portion of the area.
I have been necross from Salmon Gums Le
Esperance, and I know something of the
land in question.

Hon. G. Taylor: Did you net go through
at night time®

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T hope it
will be found that pine trees will grow there,
and that the Minister is not letfing go any
land suitable for agriculture. We have
vlenty of land of the class in question, bui
pot too much land near Esperance of the
elass that wil! grow wheat.

The Minister for Lands: T made full in-
quiries about that heforehand.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T soppose
the land has been thoronghly classified, IF
the trees will grow there, affer some
years we shall reap the reward. TUnder
the Bill it is provided that 1,000 aeres will
he planted in the first year, and a similar
area during each year thereafter. Tt
will, therefore, be a long time before the
full area is planted. I hope it may be pos-
sthle to ecarry out the programme ecarlier than
that. There is a zood deal of coastal land
of a ruality the Minister seeks to sell to
these people, so that T am not going to ob-
ject to the passage of this Bill. The Min-
ister rightly provides that a freechold may
igsne for each thousand acres when pines
have heen properly planted upen it. If we
are going to do the thing at all, it iz just
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as well we should do ii geuerounsly, and en-
courage these people to put their money
into the venture. We cannot, of course, ac-
cept any responsibility as to whether or not
the trees wiil grow there, but we cay permit
these people to feel that when 1,000 acres
bave been planted and properly cared for,
their investment, so far as the title goes, iz
safe. 1 should object to the arrungement
if anything better could be done with this
land, but 1 think no better can be done willt
it according to the report the Minister has
submitted to the House, Some members
think that land can he classified merely by
driving through it, but onc cannot see much
of an area of 45,000 acres over a trip of a
few miles, We can, however, accept the re-
port of the department vwpon this area, In
order that the money may be kept within
the State, and these trees grown here, we
should assist the Minister in the passage of
the Bill. I have often wondered why people
are so willing to invest their money in pine
plantations in New Zealand. They might
well consider that it would be worth while
to plant wattle frees in order to obtain tan-
ning bark within the State. In British
Fiast Africa, as well as in South Australia,
a great deal of money is made from the
prowinge of wattle trees. British Bast Afriea
obtained its seed from South Australia, and
has heen growing these trees for years. The
wet parts of this country are sunited for tne
growing of wattle. At Harvey and in vari-
ous parts of the South-West some wonder-
ful trees can be seen on the railway reserve,
I think that from the Moore River to Al-
bany we could grow wattle snecesstully and
profitably, possibly more profitably than othes
trees could bhe grown. The return wounld
be guicker, for the tree grows at a fast rate.
The trouble in this country is that there are
too few of these trees prown. It is like the
people in Heaven as compared with those in
another place. There are so few of them to
do the work that they have a fairly hard
time. Tn this favoored country of ours
there are so few people that we, ton, have a
fairly hard time, and we have not heen able
to do the things that can most profitably
be done. T hope the resuit of this plantine
wilt be to call the attention of other enter-
prising people to the opportunity which ix
afforded of investing money in the growing
of other prefitable trees. There is no reason
why we should not do a considerable amoant
in this direction. If British East Africa ean
take seeds from Anustralia, grow trees, and
market the bark, surely in the hom2 of the
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seed we can do more than we are doing. 1
hope this venture will prove snecessful. We
are letting go a fairly large area of land,
but the position is safeguarded {o the ex-
tent that it must be planted. An undertak-
g of this pature involves a cousiderable
outlay of money. I1f the trees grow well, a
considerable revenue will ecome to ihe Gov-
ernment by way of the transport charges
that will be imposed on the timber. T am
zlad that the enterprise is being entered
upuen, and have no desire to oppose the pas-
gage of the Rill.

_ MR. SAMFSON (Swan) [543]: T am
wlad the Bill has been brought down. The
idea is 0 splendid ore. Our imports of soft-
wood, 1 Delieve, average something like
£1040,000 in value every year; consequently
there is a zood opportunity for the growing
of that timber in this State. L had an op-
portunity when in New Zealand of seeing
what is being done there in respect to the
afforestation of soft woods. 1 have also seen
what is being done in South Australia. These
trees are heing grown on what inay be
termed land of a nondeseript c¢haracter, and
that is very often the best type of land for
the production of softwood, There is a
great deal of land in Western Australia that
has proved good for the production of pinus
insignus and pinus pinaster, and other pines.
In the Darling Ranges the Forests Depart-
ment are doing splendid work. Some hun-
dreds of acres of pine plantations were re-
cently inspected by the Premier. I under-
stand he expressed surprise and admiration
at the wonderful growth that had heen made
in so short a period.

The Premier: Admiration for the work of
my own department.

Mr., SAMPSON: I am advised that the
Premier pui up something of a record in
the number of miles that he walked.

The Premier: I did that, and berame very
tived.

Mr. SAMPSON: 1If there is anything
+nlenlated te weaken the physical powers of
v inember it is the long hours that he has
to spend in the House. The ex-Premier had a
similar weakness. It was difficult to prevent
Lim walking a long distanee if there was a
cow to he seen or a new grass to be inspected.
Ount from Ballarat a great deal has been done
in the way of producing soft woods. These
nre now being used for the making of fruit

cases in the dried fruit areas. That
wst mean an immense saving,  Speaking

of the wattle of commerece, one of 1lie varie-
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ties of the acacia, I can endorse what has
been said by the Leader of the Opposition.
I bave never seen better wattle trees than
are to be seen in Western Awmstralia. Un-
fortunately there are only a few examples,
und those have been specially planted. The
late Mr. Thomas Blake, wlo was town elerk
in the municipality of North Perib, was
responsible for having the broad-leafed
wattle planted in some of the streets of that
suburb. Those trees can be inspected to-
day; they are of immense size and their
appearance goes to prove that if watile
planting were entered upon in a commercial
way, it would prove a payable proposifion.
'n South Anstralia, small farmers add to
their mmcome each year by stripping wattle
trees when they reach matority. I ecan speak
with some assurance in this respect becaunse
when I was a lad I did o good deal of it
T understand that other members in this
¥ouse spent some of their youthful days
in a similar way. If is a great pity that
Western Anstralia has noi seized the oppor-
{unity that exists here to grow wattle be-
cause there is no elimate more suitable for
i{s prodnction that that of this State. I
weleome the Bill and T bope the company
that is to be formed will prove suecessful.
Tt has been a matter of deep regret to me to
know that a large sum of money has been
sent out of Western Anstralia fo assist in
the growth of soft woods in New Zealand
and certain of the Eastern States. I support
the second reading of the Bill.

(uestion pnt and passed.
Bill read a second time

In Committer, cle.
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, veported without amendment and
{he report adopted. '

BILL—WIRE AND WIRE NETTING.
Second Reuding.
Debate resumed from the 7th October.
MR. LATHAM (York) [3.52]: There ean
te no objection to this Rill as the Minister

lias told us the object is lo confirm the ad-
wanees that have been mnde.

Mr. Sleemnan: Yon mn:t be in favour nf
Yi{ate trading.

Mr. LATHAM: If all legislation proved
ag helpful as this is likel to Dbe, we wounld
Lave no oceasion to worry.
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Mr. Marshall: Who is going to be the
judge?

Mr. LATHAM: The supply of netting
bas proved of great bencfit to the farmers
f this State, and T am pleased that the
Minister has been able to render assistance
at such & time. If the netting had not been
listributed early, there would have been
great destruction cansed by rabbits. I
do not know of any instance where
Government officials have been so ac-
tive as in the case of the bandling of the
cetting for distribution. They all seemed
to realise the importanee ol getting the work
<done quickly,  Having come closely into
contact with the work of those officials, I
can vouch for the expedition that they used.
T hope the Minister will yet the money from
the Commonwealth. It will not be a gift to
the people, but it will mean a slight redue-
1ion in interest. Anything that we can de
10 assist in the netting of the agrieunltural
lands will mean not omnly proteeting the
ussets of the farmers, bui it will improve the
value of the production, and it will farther
mean that every time we énclose a holding,
that holding will be vendered capable of
carrying additional stock. It may also mean
% mortgage, but the mortgage on the holding
is necessary. The amoun®. however, will be
:mall and the security of the property will
not be affected. The Aszoeiated Banks have
fallen in with the idea, knowing that the
«wsset is doubly protected by the erection of
+he fence. As T said last night, the people
in my distriet appreciate very much the
«fforts made by the Minister for Lands in
eetting the work done guickly. There is no
reason why the Bill shounld not be adopted
in its entirety.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [5.56]:
T have no intentien of opvosing the measure
because I realise the importance of rendering
.ssistance to the agricultnral industry in the
manner intended. It is 4 remarkable thing
how some members can support a measure
such as this without apparently a hlush
upon their faces, and «t the same time,
almost within 24 hours, they can oppose a
measure on all-fours with it. even when the
Government have actuslly expended money
without the aunthority of Pariiament.

Mr. Latham: To what are you referring?

Mr. MARSHATL: Stale insurance.

- Mr. Latham: A totally different thing.

Mr. MARSHALL: O? course, and hon.
memhers take a delight in urging the Gov-

[ASSEMBLY.)

crnment to leave private enterprise alone.
That is the substance of their argument,

Mr, Latham: Are you going to vote
against the Bill?

Mr. MARSHALL: Thkat is a matter for
my conscience and I shall evercise it more
amiably than does the hon. member on many
ceeasions. I merely rose for the purpose
of drawing attention to the unblushing way
in which some members attack the Govern-
ment because of what they eall the Govern-
ment’s socialistic legislation, and the man-
ner in which the Government dabble in State
trading. I would like to hear what the mem-
ber for West Perth has to say on the ques-
tion. Tt is most interesting to hear members
speak on legislation of this nature, if only
for the purpose of finding ount the type of
politieal aerobats that thoy are This will
Le of value on the hustings in Mareh next.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mi. Margaret)
[5.58]: Some of my friends who wanted
wire netting a little time ago bad to give a
mortgage over their property. The mort-
gage rather stifled them. The whole of the
vrea was secured against dogs and rabbits
except two miles of it that needed to be
fenced. I do not know whether I am correct
in saying that a mortgage under this Bill
will be on an equality with a prior mort-
gage.

The Minister for Lands: We have priority
under the Bill.

Hon. G. TAYIOR: You supersede other
mortgages?

Mpr, Latham: Only by arrangement.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The Bill will certainly
be of great value to the people so long as
ihe netting snpplied is suffieient.

The Minister for Lands: There is no
limitation.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T do not know what
conditions obtain, but I was told that five
miles would be the maximum granted to any
one individual.

Mr. Latham: The Federal Aect fixes that.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T have an idea that it
is fixed by regulation under the Federal
Aect.

The Minister for Lands: That does not
apply to this measure. I shall explain it
later.

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [6.0]: I seem
t¢c have received a challenge to make a speech
vn this Bill and I am not afraid to aecept
it. The tail-end of the speech of the mem-
ber for Murchison (Mr. Marshall) appeared
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to indieate that he had made a strong protest
against the inconsistency of members on this
side of the House. It 18 a poor kind of
creature who is afraid of being inconsistent.

Mr, Sleeman: It is a hit inconsistent, is
it not?

Mr. DAVY: I do not think so, but if it
were inconsistent, I should not be afraid to
alter my mind. Any man who governs his
views by some rigid formula becomes a
‘alneless meinber of the community

Mr. Sleeman: But theve is a vital prin-
eipal involved,

Mr. DAVY: And a valueless member of
this Assembly. We are eharged with having
accepted the principle laid down in this Bill,
« hereas we contested, as a matter of gereral
principle, the advisableness of State trading.
This Bill deoes not appeac to invelve State
trading in any sense of the term.  The
Premier smiles and I feel =ure that he agrees
with me,

The Premier: That is why I am smiling.

Mr. DAVY: Al that is proposed by this
Bill is that the Government shall bave power
to advance money to settlers who wish to
buy wire netting, and allow them to repay
it on long terms secured hy a mortgage over
their property. That is not State trading.
Tt bas not the elements of State trading. It
is not not competion with other people.

Mr. Sleeman: Of course it is.

The Minister for Lands: This Bill does
not say that. It provides for wire netting
supplies.

Mr. DAVY: What is the difference? The
Minister knows there is no difference be-
tween providing the wire netting or the cash
with which to buy wire netting. The Agri-
cultural Bank makes advances to persons
for specific purposes and when they receive
the money they have to expend it for those
specific purposes.  In fact they have to
zpend it before they get it. The chief eriti-
cism levelled against the Government over
the State Insurance Bill was that they em-
Larked upon the State insuranee business
first of all and then asked the approval of
Parliament,

My, Sleeman: That is what this Bill does.

Mr. DAVY: No, the Bill asks the per-
mission of Parliament and proposes t»
carry out the work after permission hus
been obtained.

Mr, Sleeman: How much wire have the
Government bought already?

Mr. DAVY: 1s there any Act of Parlia-
ment that forbids the Government to buy
wire?
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Mr. Sleeman: No, it is quite right, but
Jast week it was quite wrong,

My, DAVY: L am not aware that the
Government have bought any wire netting,
though they might have done so. If they
have done so, and if for any reason this
Bill is defeated, they could always sell the
wire netting and ne one would be any the
wiser. If for any reason the State Insur-
unce Bill—

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
uot discuss the Stnte Insurance Bill.

Mr. DAVY: It on the other hand the
other measure were defeated, the Govern-
ment could not revert to the position in
which they stood previeusly, 1 do mnot
think any member on this side of the House
is afraid of being charged with being incon-
sistent oeccasionally. It is impossible to
lay down a rigid prineciple and apply it
with absolute exaetness all the time. The
needs of the country are elastie.

Hon. G. Taylor: And the views of the
farmers are more so.

Mr. DAVY: In agreeing to this Bill T
cap see no departure from the principle
that actuated most members on this side
of the House in opposing the State Insur- -
ance Bill, The members for Murchison
and Fremantle are extraordinarily difficult
lo satisfy, If we fight their Bills they get
VEry Ccross.

Hon. G. Taylor: Venomous at times.

Mr. DAYVY : Almost venomons. They
work themselves almost into a passion, as
the Minister for Works did the other night.
Some of them look towards us with locks
of hatred and contempt.

Mr, Sampson: Some of them with murder
in their eyes.

Mr. DAVY: Tuat is how they regarded
us the other night. Now, when we approve
of a Bill, tl:e member for Fremantle works
himself into a passion. There is no satis-
fying members opposite. T propose to re-
frain from making any attempt to satisfy
them, but shall vote on any measure as T
think proper. 1 hope other memhers on
this side will continue to do likewise.

ME. LINDSAY (Toodyay} [6.7]: I sup-
port the seeond reading. This is a subject
of which I know something. I congratulate
the Minister for Lands on having taken
the action that he has done. Although the
measure contemplates a departure, it
eannot be deseribed as State trading, We
have in existence am Agricultural Bank
and an Industries Assistance Board who
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are prepared to advance to settlers money
for wire netting and whe have doue sn.
Unfortunately they have not been as
liberal in their advanees for wire netting
as they should have been. Some time ago
the Iederal Government decided to make
available to the State certain money free
of interest for the purchasc of wire net-
ting, This State secured a large share of
that grant. Later the Federal Parliament
agreed to provide a certain amount with
interest.

The Minister for Lands : The Federal
Parliament has not yet agreed to it.

Mr. LINDSAY : I am aware that the
measure has not yet been passed. The
Federal Government agreed to find a cer-
tain amounnt to provide wire netting. Pend-
ing the passing of the Federal measure,
this State could not afford to wait for the
wire netting. I told the Minister for
Lands some months ago that if we obtained
2,000 miles of wire netting early enough,
the saving of damage to the crops would
more than pay the total cost of the netting.
Unfortunately we did not obtain it quite
early enough, but it came to hand in suffi-
cient time to save damage to quite a lot of
the erops. Before I entered Parliament I
accompanied to Perth a neighbour of mine
who had been practically driven off the
land through the rabbits eating his crops.
I approached the then Minister for Agri-
enlture and he agreed to gn to the trustees
of the Apgricultural Bank and ascertain
whether they wounld grant advances for
wire petting. That was in 1922, which was
rather a dry season owing to the lack of
spring rains. A considerable number of
failores in the wheat belt have been due to
the non-provision of advanees for netting
holdings. A private financial institution in
my distriet, before it will take a elient.
insists npon his providing a certain amount
of netting around his holding, and that is
not a State trading coneern. The Minister.
in providing wire netting, is not doing an¥-
thing that the State has not done before.
The Government have been lending money
to people on the land, and that is all they
propose to do under this measure. By no
stretch of imagination can that be termed
State trading, The sole object is to make
advances of wire netting to the farmers in
ordcr that they may protect their erop-.
That is the right thing to do, and I compli-
ment the Minister for Lands on having
done it. There is nothing socialistic ahout
the scheme. Private institutions have
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been wmaking similar advances for years
and they cannot be deseribed as socialistic
concerns. In the wheat belt the banks are
advancing money for wire netting on the
security of a mortgage.

The Minister for Railways: And insur-
anee eompanies are doing insurance busi-
ness.

Mr. LINDSAY : Before a settler can ob-
tain au advance for wire netting, his title
must be investigated and the Agrienltural
Bank trusiees must be of opinion that the
position of the applicant warrants his being
eranted an advanece. The applications
have also to be approved by the Tederal
Government. ‘The Minister has informed
us that he has received between £50,000
and £60,000 from the Federal Government
free of interest, the repayment to be spread
over 20 or 30 years.

The Minister for Lands: That does not
come under this measure,

Mr. LINDSAY : Under this measure a
settler has to pay for any advance he
receives.

Hon. &, Tayler: I am glad to know it is
not a socialistic scheme,

Mr. LINDSAY: The repayments will be
spread over 25 years, and the rate of in-
terest and sinking fund will be £8 1s. 2d.
per cent. Between such a scheme and
State insurance, there is no analogy what-
ever. We are seeking to benefit still fur-
ther the agricunltural industry, to whiel
the Government have already advanced
ahout £10,000,000 of the State’s money. To
protect the State’s seeurity in vermin-
infested areas, it is necessary that vermin-
proof fencing should be provided. TIf the
neffing were not made available, in some
inztances sufficient erop would be eaten by
the rabbits to pay for the whole cost of
fencing the property. I compliment the
Minister for Lands, not so mueh on having
introduced thiz Bill, as on having taken
prompi aetion in the first place.

Mr. Panton: This Bill is to legalise his
action,

Mr. LINDSAY: The Minister's action was
taken to protect this season’s erop. A good
many farmers are enjoying the henefit of
the protection, which will result in the safe-
guarding of a considerable portion of the
wheat prodoction. I support the second
reading. There is no comparisnm between
this measure and the State Insurance Bill.

Sitting suspended :ffom 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
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MR. BROWN {lingelly) [7.30]: After
the remarks of the member for Murchison
(Mr. Marshall) 1 wish to say a few words
on this Bill. k do not knew whether [ shail
be called a politieal acrobat, but I favour the
Bill. I cannot see any likeness beiween what
the measure proposes and the fuuctions of
State trading concerns. The Premier has
told us that the whole of Western Australia
depends on primary production. If this Bili
is not passed, some of our largest wheat-pro-
ducing distriets will be eaten out by rabbits.
The Premier realises that if we can get a
30-bushel average per acre—which is quits
possible—it will mean huge prosperity for
Western Australia and for its Tveasurer.
Therefore I assure the House and the country
that the Bill ought to be passed. Who holds
the mortgages over the properties of Indus-
tries Assistance Board clients? The Agri-
cnltural Bank, which means practically the
Government. Therefore it behoves the Gov-
ernment to see that the formers get wire
netting. The Government will reap the bene-
fit. Are the farmers to get the wire netting
for nothing? No. Thanks to the cheap
money obtained from the Imperial Govern-
ment, our Government, are enabled to supply
money for the purchase of wire netting at a
cheap rate. Eventually, however, the monev
has to be refunded, with interest and sinking
fund, by the men who get the wire. Tlus
they will be onder ne obligation whatever
to the Government. There is #nod in all
Governments, even in a Labour Governmenlt.
Probably, however, there is “better” in other
Governments. Representing an agricultural
constituency, I regard the Bill as of the ut-
most importance. Only a little time ago,
when passing through the eastern portion ot
my electorate, I was sorprised to see thous-
ands upon thousands of rabbits passing in
front of the ear,

Mr. Panton: Millions of them!

Mr. BROWNXN: Yes, millions. T eould not
bave counted them, nor eould the hon. mem-
ber interjecing. Not much diseussion iz
needed, the Bill being good and fair. Any-
one having the interests of Western Aus-
tralin at heart must snpport the measure un-
reservedly.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [7.33]: T
do not oppose the Bill, though T believe it<
ohject eould have heen attained through the
Aerieultnral, Bank without the introduction
of any legislation. I helieve I can read the
mind of the Minister for Lands =0 far as the
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introduetion of the Bill is eonvernci.. 1 Wit
the Minister in his reply to assure me that
the favours proposed by the Bill are not to
be extended only to the wheat areas. 1 un-
derstand that the primary object of the (iov-
ernment is to provide wire nctting tor the
wheat areas solely. South-Western farmers
and settlers, however, are now irouhled with
Yabbits and vermin. Even in the orchards
the rabbits are gnawing the fruit trees. Con-
sequently the South-West needs assistance
of the kind proposed by the Biil. 1 presume
that lthe reason why the proposals of the Bill
are not fo he effected through the Agrieul-
tural Bank, which would be an adequate
channel, is that people who are dealing with
private banks may be assisted. [The policy
of the Agricultaral Bank is not to advance
money on orchard propertics. Indced, that
has been its policy in the past. Through
the strenuouns vears of the war and its after-
math, therefore, orehardists hnd to go to the
private banks for funds to earrv them ovér.
Thus the private banks have first mortgages
¢ver orchard properties. Will the Bill ad-
mit of advances being made to orchardisis
and others who are clients of the private
hanks and not of the Agricultural Bank or
the Industries Assistanee Board?  If not,
hardship will he occasioned to many deserv-
ing people who ave unable to purchase wire
netting themselves. Will the Bill apply only
to the wheat areas, or will it apply alsn 1n
the South-Wesi?

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [7.35]: X
support the Bill. Having always tried to be
fair and conscientious, I cannot for the life
of me understand the attitude of members
opposite on this Bill, having regard to their
attitude of a few days ago. The member for

"Toedyay (Mr. Lindsay) said that in this

matter the Government were right beeanse
it was impossible for the farmers to wait
for wire netting, [Et is no more impossible
for the farmers to wait for wire netting
than it was impossible for the Alinister
for Works to wait hefore coming to the
resene of stricken miners on the goldfields.
The member for Wes<t Perth (Mr. Davy)
said I was working myself up into a pa=-
sion over the faet that the Opposition were
supporting a Government measure. Nobody
ever worked bimself into a greater passion
than did the member for West Perth when
the Bill to establish State insurance was be-
fore the House. That was when we saw ex-
hibitions of passion from members opposite,
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who said it was utterly wrong from the Gov-
ernment to do something behind the back of
Parliament instead of waiting for Parlia-
ment to meet,

Mr. Davy:
a passion yet.

My, SLEEMAN: The same principle ap-
plies in this ease. In connection with the
Rill establishing State insurance we saw the
nsurance companies ramping and roaring all
round the State and eireularising members
of Parliament against the measure. T have
no doubt that to-day the private firms desl-
ing in wire netting are roaring just as much.
I have much pleasure in supporting the Bill.
[ merely rose t¢ point out the inconsistency
of membels opposite.

You have never seen me in

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. C. Angwin—North-East Fremantle—in
reply) [7.37]: Replying first to the mem-
ber for Mt. Margaret (Hon. G. Taylor), I
wish to point out that work under the Com-
monwealth Wire Netting Aect of 1923 has
ceased. That measure, which imposed a limit
of five miles, has not operated since the 30th
June last. As regards mortgages, a large
number have been fixed up with private
banks. That answers the member for Nel-
son {Mr. J. H. Smith).

Mr, J. H. Smith: It will make no dif-
ference?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It makes
no difference. If the Commonwecalth com-
plete their work, we shall have sufficient
money to supply a very large quamtity of
wire netting. Wire netting is urgently
needed by farmers in the wheat areas who
lost their crops last year. They suffered
most severely, and they would not have been

likely to put in crops for this season if wire

netting had not been supplied. The member
for West Perth (Mr. Davy) and the member
for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) said this Bill
did not represent State trading. Appar-
ently they do not want to know what it re-
presents; they certainly do know. The Gov-
ernment are buying wire neiting and selling
it again, which is an entirely different mat-
ter. If a farmer had money lent to him by
a bank for the purpose of purchasing wire
netting, he conld go to Sandover’s or to Me-
Lean Bros. and Rigg to buy it. In this case,
however, the Government buy the wire net-
ting and sell it to the Earmers. The Govern-
ment do not profit from their action, but all
the same it is State trading. The wire net-
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ting is to be paid for if bought with money
obtained from the Agrienitaral Bank.

Mr. Lindsay: Does the farmer get the
wire netting cheaper from the Government
than from private firms?

Mr. Panton: OQf comrse.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If a
farmer gets Government money to buy wire
netting, he gets it at a lower rate of interest
than he would have to pay outside. Under
the Bill wire netting will be supplied at a
cheaper rate than that at which the Agrieul-
tural Bank can supply it, because that in-
stitution reguires 1 per cent. over the rate
which it has to pay for money. The mem-
her for West Perth said it was a matter
of entire indiflerence. Iowever, with the
consent of the Treasurer, I have spent over
£90,000 without the consent of Parliament.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: That is quite all
right.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The rea-
son for my action was the urgent necessity
of the case. The action was taken for the
purpose of protecting the best interests of
the State, for the purpose of securing the
sowing of larger areas than otherwise would
have been sown. Another object was to pro-
tect crops already sown.

Mr, Davy: Nobody is ecomplaining of
what you have done.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Presisely
similar action was taken in regard to wor-
kers’ insurance, Without the authority of
Parliament the Government agreed to grant
insurance covers in order to prevent the
mining industry from closing down and in
order to protect miners who were suffering
from diseases.

Mr. Davy: But yon did not eonfine younr-
self to the mining industry.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
the reason why State insurance was started.
It was started in the interests of the mining
industry and has been extended fo other in-
dustries. The action taken was absolutely
necessary in the interests of the State. Per-
haps I am trespassing, but T should like to
add that while the Government expended
over £30,000 on wire netting without the con-
sent of Parliament, they did not expend £1{
on State insurance.

The Premier: And have not donc so yet.

Mr. Sleeman: 1t is all right when the
Government spend money on wire netting,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T know
what is in the legal mind.
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Mr. Latham: You had better not mix up
the two things.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Though
I knew it was illegal, I would do the same
thing mext year in similar eircumstances.
We could not wait for the Commonwealth
Government because it was necessary to pro-
ceed at once, and we took action accord-
ingly. The Bill does not refer to wire pet-
ting only. We are able to provide supplies
of wire in accordance with the scheme we
hope will be arranged with the Common-
wealth Government. If that arrangement is
not made, a higher rate will have to be paid
for the netting, but if the scheme js ar-
ranged, the farmers will gef the benefit of
the reduction in accordance with the Com-
monwealth seheme. At present three States
have not approved of the proposal, and time
has to be allowed to enable them to give the
matter full consideration. I hope members,
who represent country constituencies, will
advise farmers, whose applications for wire
netting have been approved, to seenre their
requirements quickly. We have about 900
or 1,000 miles of netting at Fremantle and
there is considerable congestion. If the
farmers, whose applieations have been ap-
proved, do not take their supplies, others
who are asking for the netting will get it in-
stead. We cannot keep them waiting as well.

Mr. Lindsay: The trouble is that wmany
farmers eannot make use of it at present,
and not for some time to come,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
makes no difference. Other people are ask-
ing for supplies.

Mr. Corboy: The farmers could take de-
livery of their supplies now.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
0. -

Mr. Stubbs: Is there any limit to the mile-
age that can be obtained?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T do not
know what aetion the Under Secretary has
taken, but there is no limitation that 1 know
of regarding the Commonwealth supplies.
Under the Commonwealth Act of 1023 there
was a limitation of five miles, but on this
oceasion I know of no such proposed limita-
tion. In my opinion the Government took
a wise step in securing the supplies in order
to protect the farmers, just as we acted
wisely for the protection of the miners.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.
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BILL—TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.
Standing Orders Suspension.

THE PREMIBR (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder) [7.48]: I move—

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is uecessary to enable the cop-
sideration of the Council’s amendments in the
Trafiic Act Amendment Bill to be taken into
consideration upon the receipt of the message
from the Legislative Council.

Question put and passed.

Council’s Amendments.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it Lad agreed to the Bill
subject to a schedule of 18 amendments.

In Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; Hon. J. Cunning-
ham (Hgonorary Minister) in ¢harge of the
Bill.

No. 1. Clause 7.—Add at the end of the
clause the following words:-—*‘and by adding
to the section a further proviso, as follows:—
Provided also that a lecal authority may, in
exceptional ecircumstances, and with the ap-
proval of the Minister, grant a license to the
owner of a particular vehicle therein men-
tioned without payment of the preseribed fee,
under and subject to such conditions, if any,
aa may be stated in the license.’’

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I move-—

That the amendment be agreed to.
The gmendment provides for the total or
partial exemption from the payment of fees
for vehicles rarely used. It further provides
that if, instead of a fee being charged, a
lump sum may be agreed upon belween the
owner and the local authority, in that event
no fee shall be charged, provided the ap-
proval of the Minister has been obtained.
Heavy steam-driven tractors which are sel-
dom used, are one type that would be af-
fected.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

No, 2. Clause 83 —Delete the first three
lines of paragraph (a), and insert the follow-

ing words in lien thereof:—'‘(a) By insert-
ing after the word ‘and,’ at the beginning of
the amendment to paragraph (b) of Subsec-
tion (2), made by the Act No. 16 of 1922, the
following words:—‘as to one-half of the net
balance of said fees to deduct therefrom.’’’
(b) By adding to paragraph (b) of Subsee-
tion (2), as amended, the following words:—

Hon. .J. CUNNINGHAM: I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

The effeet of the amendment is that not more
than half the traffic fees can be retained for
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the repair of main roads, the auseway and
tire Fremantle road bridge. We see no se.-
ivus objection to the amendment. The nesxt
three amendments proposed by the Counvil
are consequential,

Question put and passed: the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 3. Ulause 8 —Delete the words ‘‘the
Metropolitan Traffic Trust Aceount,’’ in lines
11 and 12, and insert the words ‘‘the said one-
half of the net balance of said fees, so far as
the same shall be available after providing for
the deduetions aforesaid.’’

No. 4. Clause 8.—Add the following, to
stand as paragraph (e):-—(e) Paragraph (c)
of Subsection (2} of Seetion 13 of the prin-
cipal Act iv hereby repealed, and the follow-
ing is inserted in lieu thereof:—‘'{c) The re-
maining half of the net balance of said fees
shall, together with any moneys remaining un-
expended out of the said first-mentioned half
of the net balance of the said fees, be annu-
ally paid to and divided amongst the loeal
authorities of the distriets and subdistricts
comprised in the metropolitan area in such
shares and proportions as the Minister may
determine.*?

Xo. 5. Clanse 12.—Add at the end the fol-
Iowing words:—*‘The proviso to Subseetion
(7) of Bection 20 of the principal Act is
amended by inserting after the word ¢shall’
the words ‘subject to the next following pro-
vign'; and a further provisc is added to the
said Subsection (7), as follows:—Provided
also that the Minister may appoint officers of
the Main Roads Board to regulate and control
traffic within the metropolitan area, on roads
under construction or maintained by the said
Board under the provisions of the Main Roads
Aect, 1925.*’

On motions by Hon. J. Cunningham the
foregoing amendments were agreed to.

No. 6. Clause 13.—Delete ‘‘eighteen’’ and
insert ‘‘seventeen,’’ in line three.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I move—
That the amendment be not agreed to.

The Legislative Couneil seek to reduce the
age at which a person may receive a license
to drive a motor vehicle from 18 as apreed
to by this Chamber, to 17 years. YWhen the
Bill was introdueed, the age limit proposed
wags 19 years. The question was discussed
at great length, and, in my opinion, we
should adhere to our earlier decision, when
we decided to make the aze 18 years.

Mr. DAVY: It is very diffienlt to draw a
definite line in such a matter. There is a lot
to be said for the younger age, particularly
when we bear in wind the Council’s amend-
ment relating to this subject. From my ex-
perience, 1 should say that 99 hoys of 17
vears of age ont of every 100 are quite fit.
hearing in mind the further limitatinns sug-
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gested by the Legislative Council, te drive
ixotor vehicles. There are one or two wew-
bers of this louse whose sons of 17 drive
their motor ears with conspicuous skill and
caution.

The Premier: What, breaking the law!

Mr. DAVY: At present there is no law
except such as is set up by way of regula-
tion. I take it that the amendment proposed
1s, in effeet, a recognition that tle reguiation
dealing with the sabject is ultra vires. Even
under the proposed law it may be possible
to allow an individual under the speeified age
to drive a ecar in the presence of an older
person. I know at least one member of this
House who expressed the opinion that his
son, who is 17 years old, was n better driver
than he,

Hon. S. W, Munsie: That may not be say-
ing too much.

Mr. DAVY: From what I know of the
member in question he drives particularly
well and partienlarly earetfully. One conld
understand the age limit being pushed up
by erusty eonservatives, but it iz hard
to realise that the proposal wonld re-
ceive the support of our radical Minister for
Works or of the radical Monorary Minister
who is now representing that Minister,

Mr, Sampson: He has young ideas.

The Premier: If I may divulge a secret.
it was their influence in Cabinet that de-
cided the question.

Mr. DAVY: When the Minister for
Works introduced the Biil he said that the
age should have been 21 vears and not 19,
«nd now the Honorary Minister takes up
the same attitude,

The Premier: I had a job te hold the
halanae hetween the two =ections in Cabinet.

Mr, DAVY: It was the older people who
prevented the tendency to raise the age to
21, instead of 19.

The Premier: Tt was.

Mr, DAVY: That is a surprising thing!
One would expect to find members viewing
the position somewhat slong the lines of
fathers and other older people who, with
their long experience of life, and the older
ihey met, have less trnst in youth,

Mr. Panton: Some of us remember when
we were boys.

Mr. DAVY: Some of us look back over
long vears as throngh a dark veil, and sec
a hazy picture of ourselves in vouth.

The Premier: Look at the old chap draw-
ing on his vast experience of many years!

Mr. DAVY: Tt is surprising that we
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should be tanght a lesson as to trusting
vouths by the members ot another place to
whom in our lighter mowments we refer as
“the dear old gentlemen.” T suggest we ae-
cept their amendment.

Question put and negatived: the Coun-
vil’'s amendment not agreed to.

No. 7. Clause 13.—Insert after the word
““age.”’ in line three, the following:—*‘and
br substituting the word ‘any’ for the word
‘a,” in the fourth line, and by imserting the
words ‘or kinds' after the word ‘kind,” in the
fifth line thereof’’; *‘and by adding a proviso
to Subsection (1Y, nfter the word ‘specified,’
ag follows: —‘Provided that no annual license
shall be granted to drive a motor wagon or
motor omnibug in the metropelitan area to
any person who i3 under the age of twenty-one
years’ *'s “and by adding a proviso to Sub-
section (1), as follows:—*‘Provided further
that a lkicense may be granted to a person not
under the age of sixteen years permitting him
to drive a motor vehicle in the road district in
which he resides, exeept in the metropolitan
area" LR

Hon. J. CUNNTNGHAM: T move—

That the amendment, down to the words
ft21 years’” be agreed to; and that the re-
mainder of it be not agreed to.
1f the whole of the amendment were agreed
io it would cause endless trouble, for we
should have no check on persons 16 years
of age leaving their own distriet and coming
into the metropolitan area or some other
distriet.

The Premier:
amendment.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: In conse-
quence, it would mean redneing the age limit
to 16 years.

Mr. SAMPSON: Surely this amendment
was the result of a misunderstanding in the
Couneil.

The Premier: No, it was twice affirtmed.

Ay, SAMPSON: Stil', 1 cannot under-
stand how it came to be passed unless indeed
jt was misunderstood. 1 will supporl the
Minister,

Mr. PANTOXN: I cannot agree to the pro-
vision in the amendmen' tlhat no person
under 21 years of age thall drive a metor
wagon or a motor bus within the metropoli-
tan area. Apparently we are to allow a boy
18 years of age to drive a motor car, but not
to drive a motor truck moving at consider-
ably less speed than the car. I hope the
Minister will teonsider that provision.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I also am opposed to
that provision. It is altogether inconsistent
with the age at which a youth may drive a
speedy motor ear..

It is a supremely silly
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Hon. G. TAYL.OR: I am surprised at the
casy way in which the Minisier accepts an
amendment precluding a person from driv-
ing a motor lorry until he renches the age of
2] years.

Hon. J. Conningham: There is a similar
provision in the existing regulation, under
which a man must be 21 years of age before
driving a motor bus,

Hon. . TAYLOR: Tt is absurd to say
that a boy of 18 may drive a motor car with
cther persons aboard, hut is not to be
sllowed to drive a motor truck. T hope the
Committee will not aceept the amendment.

The CHATRMAN: T suggest the Minister
withdraw his motion and resubmit it in see-
tions.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: T will with-
draw my motion.

Motion hy leave withdrawn.

My, PANTON: I move—

That in line & the Council’s amendment be
amended by striking out the words ‘‘a motor
wagon or.’!

1 agree that a man should be 21 years of
age hefore he drives a motor bus full of
passengers.

Hon. J. Cunningham: T will accept that
amendment.

Mr. DAVY: I suggest that the supremely
silly thing—to use the Premier’s language
——was, not the act of another place, but cur
own act in attempting to Ax a rigid age limit
at all.  After all, beforc any person can
drive a motor vehicle, he wnst have a license,
and before he can get a license he must
undergo a test.

The Premier: There is nothing silly in
that.

Mr. DAVY: But it is supremely silly to
attempt to fix a rizid age limit.

The Premier: There is no eomparison in
silliness between the fwo propositions, the
fixing of an age limit and the fizing of that
limit at 16 vears,

Mr, DAVY: Our fundamental error was
in endeavouring to fix an age limit at all,
since each person has to undergo a test
before obtaining a license. Some persons
are never fit to drive motor cars, whereas
others at 15 vears of age are peculiarly
fitted for the task, I will agree with any
extension of the age limit.

The PREMIER: The fixing of an age
limit is essentially sound. There is no
weight in the contention that the test
should be, not one of vears, but one of
capacity to drive a vehicle under examina-
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tion. A boy of 16 could pass sueh an
examination: but that is not to say he has
the judgment and experience required for
practieal driving. On the other hand, a
sufficieney of years constitutes a fair
criterion of judgment and diseretion. The
fixing of an age limit plus an official test
is absolutely sound.

Mr. Davy: I drove a motor car when I
was 14 vears of age.

The PREMIER: Buot the hon. member
was quite an exceptional vouth, There is
a fair percentage of boys of 15 or 16 who
can not only pass the official test, but are
in every other respeet well qualified to
handle a motor ear. However, we are
legislating, not for the exceptional boy, hut
for the average boy. .

My. Davy: What about an age limit at
the other end, say a man over 70?

The PREMIER: Scme of the greatest
deeds in history stand to the credit of men
over 70 years of age. It is difficult to
understand how another place could go to
one extreme with regard to the driving of
a wagon, and to the other extreme with re-
gard to the driving of a motor car. They
appear to have done this after recommittal.
I am justified in saying there is somethinz
supremely silly in the amendment. Possibly
their strenuous applieation over a period
of four hours cansed a little mental ex-
haustion.

Mr. SAMPSON: I support the amend-
ment. We cannot consistently refuse to
license a man to drive a wagon, and per-
mit him to drive a motor car.

Mr. KENNEDY: I am opposed to the
striliing out of these words. This is the
most important part of the Bill. There is
a big difference between driving a motor
ear and a motor wagon. The latter is
loaded np to its full capacity of possibly
«10 tons and requires very skilful handling,
In the railways an age limit is always fixed
in the ease of engine drivers and signal-
men owing to the faet that human life 1s
involved in their work. Some time ago I
was standing outside the Barracks when
a motor lorry came down the adjoining hill.
It was in charge of a young man who,
owing to lack of judement, turned the
vehicle so sharply that it capsized and
killed another voung fellow. Licenses to
drivers of motor lorries should be restricted
to persons over the age of 21.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: In the ease of a re-
cent accident that oceurred in St. George's
Terrace, when two men on a motaor bicvele
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lost their lives, hoth of the deceased were
men over the age of 21, We cannot legis-
late to prevent accidents. If a person at
18 is competent to drive a motor ecar, he
should he deemed competent to drive a
motor lorry.

Amendment on the Counecil’s amendment
put and passed.

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM: 1 move—

That the Council’s amendment bhe further
amended by striking out all the words after
ffyears'’ in line 10.

Amendment pnt and passed: the Conn-
¢il’s amendment, as nmended, agreed to.

No. 8. Clause 14.—Tnsgert after *‘words,’’

in line 3, the word ‘‘who,’’ and in the same
ling delete ‘‘seventeen’’ and insert ‘‘sixteen.?’

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: T move—
That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed: the Couneil-
amendment net agreed to.

No. 9. Clause 16.—Delete all words after
‘“follows’’’ in first line and insert the follow-
ing words:—*‘No driver of any motor vehicle
shall pass any horse being driven, ridden, or
led, or any drove of animals, in such a manner
or at such a rate ay is likely to endanger the
safety of such horse or drove of animals or

the driver, rider, or leader thereof. Penalty
£5.1

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: T move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

Questinn put and passed: the Counecil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 10. Clause 21, Subelause 2, paragraph
(u).—Dclete the words ‘‘laden with material
projecting beyond the side of the vehicle,’’
and insert the words ‘‘exceeding seven feet
six inches in width or containing a load ex-
ceeding such width.??

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM: T move—
That the amendment he agreed to.

This provides that the load and the lorry
shall not exceed 7ft. 6in. in width. Wa
already have power under the regulations
to provide that lights shall be displaved »a!
night time upon the load when the overlap
exceeds a certain distance. The officers of
the department think that 7ft. 8in. is naot
an excessive width.

Mr. PANTON : 1 am surprised at the
Couneil's amendment.  The danger is in
the overlap of the load on the lorry. The
hody of the lorry may measure 3ft. in
width, but the load may project 1ft. Jin.
on either side. The danger exists at night
when a lorry has the lights in the usual
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position in front and the load projects over
the side. A motor car might easily run into
the overbanging load. We might, of course,
pass a regulation that there should be no
such projection between sunset and sunrise;
then it wonld be all right. If the projection
is the width of the lorry, well and goed, but
lorries are not made 7ft. 6in. wide.

The Minister for Lands: Lorries have
been carrying loads with an overhang of
3ft. or 4ft. and no accident has happened
vet.

Mr, PANTON: Then why did we spend
hours discussing the question the other
night? There must have been some reason
for it?

Mr. SAMPSON: If a lorry carries a
load extending unduly over the sides, that
load becomes a danger to other road users,
particularly when such a load is being taken
over a narrow bridge. Apart from that, the
width of 7ft. 6in. is not unduly great. The
CouneiPs propozal is very fair and should re-
ceive our support.

Mr. SLEEMAN: 1 cannot support the
Council’s amendment. It has been snggested
that no accident has bappened yet, but we
should not wait for a eatastrophe before
making an alteration. The average width of
a motor lorry would be 4ft, 6in, or 3ft, That
would give 15 inches of projection on each
stde, which is far too much. Only the day
before yesterday on the Fremantle-road I
passed a lorry that was 7ft. 6in. wide, and
it seemed to take up the whole of the road.
We should do something to prevent aecidents
happening, and not wait for them to oeccur
before taking action.

Hon. 3. TAYLOR: The argument ad-
vanced by the Minister for Works was that
the overhang was too great, and that at
night tine, whilst it was possible to see the
lights, it would not be possible to see the
projecting load, and there was the risk of
running inte it. The Minister agreed that
the overbang should be 9 inches. The diffi-
culty will always be at night time, and unless
the lights are on the outer sides of the
vehicle, there will be difficulty.

Mr. BROWN: The width of the wagon
shoud be defined, I have had experience in
wagon building, and I know that we are now
building wagons up to 7it. 6in. wide. Any
number of tabletop wagons to-day are 6ft.
Bin. wide. The amendment is fair, and the
member for Menzies does not understand
the position. The whole question at night
time is as to where the lights are.
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My, WITHERS: It would be safer fo
carry the Couneil’s amendment providing

for the overhang of T7ft. 6Gin. ecovering
lorry load, and projection.
Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: It is about

time we defined the width of lorries. The
loads should be the width of the wagon, and
if we make the width 7ft. 6in. we should in-
sist on the lights being on the outside.

Mr. DAVY: When the clause left this
House there was no regulation as to the
width of lorry. We know definitely that no
vehicle which is more than T7ft. 6in. wide
may go along a road. Drivers of motor ears
will be able to train themselves to realise
that the gross width is 7ft. 6in. There is
nothineg to fear if we accept the amendment.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Ko. 11. Clause 21.—Add a subelause to
stand as Subelause (10) as follows:—(10)
By inserting in paragraph (xiv.) of Subsec-
tion (1), after the word ‘‘regulate,”’ the
words ‘‘the driving or leading of cattle (with-
in the meaning of that word in the Municipal
Corporations Act, 1906), on roads, and.’’

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.
Already we have power under the Municipal
and Roads Acts to make regulations, but it
is eonsidered that the proper thing to do is
to provide power in the Traffic Aet as well.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 12. Clause 22, paragraph (c).—Insert
after ‘‘the,’' in first line, ths word ‘‘maxi-

mutn’’ and delete the words ‘‘inclnding maxi-
mum and minimum.’?

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM: I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.
The effect of the Council’s amendment is to
prevent the Minister from making a regula-
tion to govern minimem fares. So long as
we can control the maximum fares we can
leave the fixing of the minimum fares to the
bus owners.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 13, Clause 22 —Delete the words
‘"may confer with the Commissioner of Rail-
ways,’’ jn sub-paragraph (ii.).

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

Even when the words are deleted there will
be nothing to prevent the Minister from
conferring with the Commissioner of Rail-
ways,
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Mr. Sampson: The word “and” should be
deleted.

The Premier: That is consequential.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.
No. 14, Clause 22, Subclause (3), para-

graph (g)}.—Insert after ‘‘shall,’’ in line two,
the word ‘‘not.”’

Hon. J, CUNNINGHAM: This amend-
ment is necessary to eorrect an omission. I
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Amendment put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 15. Clause 28, Subelause (1),—De-
lete the words ‘‘and approved by the Minis-
ter,’’ in lines five and six, and insert ‘‘which
has complied with the provisions of the Insur-
ance Companies Act, 1918.’

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM: I move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

If a company complies with the provisions
¢f the Insurance Companies Aet, the ap-
proval of the Minister is rot necessary.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed fo,

No. 16. Clause 36—Insert after *fAet,’
in line two, the words ‘‘as amended by the
Traflic Act Amendment Aet, 1924.77

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

These words were inserted in another place
at the request of the Government.

Question put and passed; the Conneil’s

amendment agreed to.

No. 17. Clause 37.—Insert after *‘‘Act,”’
in line two, the words ‘‘as amended by the
Traffic Act Amendment Act, 1924."'

No. 18. XNew Clause.—Insert a new eclause,
to stand as Clause 23, as follows:— ‘Any
licenge granted in respect of an omnibus or
passenger vehicle shall, during such time or
times as such omnibus or vehicle is under re-
pair, authorise the holder of sueh license, with
the previous consent in writing of the Com-
missioner of Police or any oflicer asting for
him, to substitute another omnibns or vehiele
for the bus or vehiele under repair, and to ply
for hire therewith without being required to
pay a further license fee, during omnly such
period or periods as the first-mentioned omni-
bus or vehicle is under repair and not plying
for hire or otherwise being used for profit.?’

On motions by the Hon, J. Cunningham,
the foregoing conscquential amendments wers
agreed to.

Resolutions reporfed and the report
sdopted.

[ASSEMBLY.]

A committee consisting of the Minister for
Lands, Hon. J. Cunningham and Mr. Davy
drew up reasons for disagreeing to two of
the Council’s amendments.

Reasons adopted and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Couneil.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1926-27,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr.

Lautey in the Chatr.

Department of Justice and Police {Hon.
J. €. Willeock, Minizter).

Tote—Crown Law Offie=s, £10,580:

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
J. C. Willeock—Geraldton) [0.2]: It is not
necessary to make a long speech on the
Estimates of the Crown TLaw Department.
The department carry oul the legal business
of the State year after yoar. Owing to the
mncrease of population there is more work,
and consequently increased expenditure.
Members will recollect that last year legis-
lation was passed dealing with transfers of
land. In consequence of this a reorganisa-
{ion of the Crown Law Department has been
carried out. Dr. Stow now occupies the
position of Commisssioner of Titles as well
as that of Parlinmentary Draftsman. Last
session most of us agreed that the Solicitor
General, Mr. Sayer, had altogether too much
work to do. The Government have now re-
lieved him of all the work be had as Com-
misgioner of Titles, and also of the work of
parliamentary drafting, except that part
which relates to Government Bills. Most
members have, T think, received the eircular
mmpressing on them that Dr. Stow is en-
tirely at their disposal for the purpose of
drafting private Bills and amendments to
any Bills brought forward. The Govern-
ment desire members to be considerate. Mr.
Sayer has always been most willing to do
snything he conld to assist members, hut we
do not think it fair that members should con-
tinne te consult him, particnlarly after he
has discussed the drafting of measures with
the Government. Dr. Stow, whose office is
at the Land Titles Office, is at the dizposal
of members for that purpose. The re-
arrangement is regarded as highly smitable
for members, for the Government, for Dr.
Stow, and also for Mr. Sayer, who in
the past has had too much work for ome
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mane to do. Everyone will agree that the
inerease in the Suiicitor General’s salary is
richly deserved. It is one of the largest in-
creases in the Publie Serviee Commissioner's
recent classificalion, but 1 do not think it will
be cavilled at by any section of the Cham-
ber. The inetease is given to an eflicient and
able servant.

Mr. Davy: Yon have acquired merit by
granting it.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Ther:
was no opposition to the proposal submitted
by the IPublic Service Commissioner. We
recognise that goed otlivers, especially in the
professional division, must be paid good sal-
aries; otherwise we cannot expert to secnre
the hest men when vacanecies oceur; and
there is 1o reason why, when we have an ex-
eellent man performing the duties of an
office, he should not reeeive an appropriate
salary, We have made another appeintment
in the persun of Mr, J. L. Walker to act as
assistant to the Solicitor General. I expect
that the appeintment will prove very sme-
cessful. Mr. Walker was a Rhodes scholay,
has had a brilliant career, and is well known.
T regard his as a distinet aequisition to the
department.

Hon, G. Taylor:
private practice?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do
nol wish to diseuss Mr. Walker’s personal
affairs, but T believe—

Hon. G. Taylor: That is the test of a man's
ability.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: If the
hon. member wants to know—T am not aware
that he is entitled to the information--3r.
Walker has made a financial sacrifice by en-
tering the Government service. That is the
information T have received. Tt was not
eiven to me as confidential.

The Premier: He is a very good man.

Hon. G. Taylor: I am not saying anythinyg
acainst the gentleman. T remember him as
one of our first Rhodes scholars.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: He was
very sneeessful at the Bar, and worked up a
ennsiderable practice.

Mr. Teesdale: And the acme of his ambi-
tion was to enter the Government service,

The Premier: Several of our judges have
been drawn from the Crown Law Depart-
ment.

Hon. & Tavlor: Only one, Mr. Justice
Burnside. )

The MINITSTER FOR JUSTICE: T think
it will be generally admitted by people who

How did he get on in
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Lave knowledge of Mr. Whlker that his
ability makes him an acquisition to the Pub-
lie Service. Mr. Parker has resigned the
Crown Proseoutorship and taken np private
practice. He had a very suecessful eareer in
the Public Service, and it was with regret
the Government learnt of his decision to re-
tire.  However, officers can exercise their
own discretion in that regard. Mr. Parker
has left us, and I hope he will be highly sue-
cessful. Certainly, during the time he was
in the Crown Law Department he did ex-
ceptionally good work. His duties were per-
fermed in the publie eye, and members have
an idea of the ability he brought to bear on
the performance of his tasks.

Hon. G. Taylor: In my opinion he is a
very capable man.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes,
and he decided that his capabilities were not
sulficiently recognised in the Public Service,
or that he could do better outside. Now that
Lie is gone we wish him every success in his
new sphere. Mr. Woolf has been appointed
to the vacaney. As the result of a serutiny
of applicants Mr. Woolf was selected as the
most eapable man offering at the time. Peo-
ple who are gnalified to form sn intelligent
judgment consider that in him we bave a
worthy successor to Mr. Parker.

Hon. G. Taylor: He has to follow a very
capable man.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Turn-
ing now to the work of the department, there
has been an increase in probates and lebters
cf administration. The receipts from probate
Cuties were very high last vear, owing to one
or two large estates falling in. Therefore,
whilst most sources of revenue are increas-
mg, we do not expeet an inerease in probate
duties during the present year. The pro-
gress of the State is reflected in the number
of ¢ompanies registered in  the Supreme
Court, The eapital increase last year
amounted to £291,000. The dectared eapital
of companies now existing in Western Aus-
tralia is £2.353,610, against last year’s total
of some £2,062.000. There has also heen a
fairly large inerease in the number of for-
elgn companies registered here, However,
their capital has not been stated. Bills of
gale showed an increase last year of 3,000
over the namber registered during the pre-
vions year. The respective fipures are 10,000
»nd 7,000, The inerease is largely due to the
expansion of the motor industry., Unfor-
tunately from an economie standpoint, the
husiness emanates entirely from foreign
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sources, mostly American. Lt is a pity, but
the fact remains that this business is increas-
ing largely. Last year's increase over the
tigures of the previous year is approximately
40 per cent. Now L turn to bankrupteies.
While some people told a doleful tale thut
the advent of Labour to office meant de-
creased prosperity, that predietion has not
been borne out. Bankrupteies, bankruptey
proceedings, deeds of assignment and so
forth are all on the down grade. This is
pleasing evidence of the fact that the State
is progressing and that everyhody is doing
well,

Mr. Davy:
nowadays. .

Hon. G. Taylor: Yes, that is the reason.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
banking returns show that loans are heing
made from somewhere. There is also the
large number of overdrafts to be consid-
ered.

Mr. Davy: They are all fully secured.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: All the
development that has taken place shows that
money must have come in from somewhere.

Mr. Davy: Of course that is so.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
development is not entirely represented by
the capital of the people. Tt is largely the
result of investment of capital by financial
institutions. The prosperity of the State is
reflected in the business done by the Land
Titles Office. When trade and commerce
are hrisk, considerable dealing takes place
in land. Last year there were 11,000
transfers registered, as against 9,900 in the
previous year. The incicase was between
1,100 and 1,200. Mortgages hove also in-
ereased by about 1,200. The increased busi-
ness in the Land Titles Office has made the
limited accommodation altogether inade-
qnate, and it is imperatively necessary 1o
ohtain increased accommodation. The mat-
ter iv being seriously considered by the Gov-
ernment, and it is proposed to erect up-to-
date offices on & new site. The final deei-
sion depends upon the amount of money the
Treasurer can make available for public
buildings. Certainly, the Government do not
desire to spend money on nnnecessary public
buildings, Still, the Land Titles Office is an
important department, holding the titles of
all properties in the State. Therefore it
should have an up-to-date office in which
the danger of destruction hy fire or other-
wise will be obviated. Yf the department is

People will not give ecredit
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housed in a building which does not afford
sufficient accommodation, there is a proba-
bility of something happening that will have
a serious effect on our commereial life. An
additional magistrate has been appointed in
the metropolitan area. This appointment
was necessary by reason of the inereased
business, mostly in conneetion witk traftic
proseeutions. Further, one of the magis-
trates bas to some extent been engaged on
industrial work, having been appointed an
indusirial magistrate. A new loeal court
was established at Mullewa last year. At
Merredin a permanent eourt official has been
appointed; the work was previously done by
a member of the police force. At Shark Bay
the work has increased and an increased
salary has been granted. It is proposed to
establish & court this year at Bruce Rock and
also another ai some centre along the Dow-
erin loop. There are four or five towns there
that have laid claims to a court.
Mr. Latham: We want one too.

Mr., Lindsay: There are towns more im-
portant than Bruee Roek.

My TLatham: Not o sl

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
Bruce Roek people think their town is wore
important. A eourt is alsn to be established
at Datwallinu. It is not very easy to estab-
lish courtls in new tuwns beeause it probahly
means the appointmenr of @ new nrsislrate
towards the end of this year. Members will
notiee that £100 was pravided last year for
assistance to indigent parsons in covnection
with legal work. Half that smonnt was ex-
pended last year, hut I think the vote will
be exceeded this year. 1 do not know of any
other information that T need supply te the
Committee, but if further particulars are re-
quired respeeting any of the items men-
tioned in the vote, I shall be prepared to
give them. I do not think it necessary te go
into the details of the administration of a
department that does so much work in eon-
nection with the affairs of the State.

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [917]: The
Government have cxhibited wisdom in real-
ising the importance of paying adequately
for onerous and valvable duties such aa those
rendered by the Solicitor General, Mr. Sayer,
Certainly a salary of £1,500 is not one farth-
ing more than should he paid for that par-
ticular office. Mr. Sayer is a byword for in-
dustry and efficiency. Departments would
do mnch better if they habitually took his
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advice, but they do not always do that. M.
Sayer is an extremely sound and eapable
lawyer.

Hon. G. Taylor: And most obliging.

Mr. DAVY: When he gives a considered
opinion on a yuestion, it ean be taken for
granted as highly prohable that his opinion
is correct. Sometimes he has given opinions,
but they have heen ignored because some
permanent oflictal thinks he knows hetter
than Mr. Sayer, or at any rate is pig-headed
and obstinate coneerming the view he has
formed. Mr, Walker's name was mentioned
and someone asked a question about him. 1
have had the privilege of knowing Mr.
Walker since we were hoys at school together.,
T consider the Government were extremely
fortunate in being able to secure his ser-
vices for the position he holds. It is not one
that is attractive from the finaneial point
of view to a man with any chance of success
in the legal profession. But there are other
considerations. My, Walker has met with
considerable suecess in his profession and
has acenmulated a reputation for soundness
of judgment amongst people with whom he
has come in contact. The Government would
have had no chance of securing him had it
not heen that his health has not been very
satisfactory. He felt that a position such as
he holds now, which is 2 highly interesting
one, wounld 1ift him out of the hurly-burly of
a general practitioner’s life and allow him to
enjoy the intellectual pleasure of exercising
his profession without the somewhat sordid
struggle for costs. If the Government are
compelled to always remunerate at a low
ficure the oceupant of snch an important
pesifion. they will always be lucky if they
secnve the zerviees of a man like Mr, Walker,
Mr. Woolf is a very young man in his pro-
fession, but T helieve he has marked ability.
T have no doubt that, with experience in hig
position, he will carry out his highly im-
portant duties as Crown Proseentor with
cfficiency and restraint that is so necessary
in such a position. I wish to refer to our
stipendiary magistrates. Wa have two such
officers in Perth and they can be dismissed
at the pleasure of the Government. That,
to my mind, is a sorry state of affairs. There
was one stipendiary magistrate in that posi-
tion last year. I refer to Mr. Kidson.

The Premier:
3 ear.

Mr. DAVY: But there wag only one officer
in that position then.

This was mentioned last

The Premier: I am not objecting at all
to what you are saying, but was merely ex-
plaining to the Minister for Justice what
Lappened respecting that officer,

Mr. DAVY: The Premier will agree with
me that, particularly in these days when
stipendiary magistrates are exercising all
sorts of highly mportant jurisdictions, no
man should hold such a position in an aet-
ing capacity for two minutes.

Hon. G. Taylor: 1'nless he is appointed
to relieve some other magistrate.

Mr. DAVY: I admit that oceasions may
arise when an officer may be called upon to
aet temporarily, just as it becomes necessary
now and again to appoint a special commis-
zioner to aet as a judge. 1 urge upon the
(Government the importance of immediately
appointing the officers to their positions per-
manently. Both the gentlemen 1 refer to
are exercising the funections of their offices
in a proper manner. I do not suggest any
eriticism of them at all. Mr. Kidson is a
wan well advanced in years and, in the
crdinary course of eveanfs, cannot be ex-
pected to carry on for very leng. Mr. Hor-
zan was Clerk of Courts at Perth for many
years and was sent to relieve the magistrate
at Geraldton in an acting ecapacity. Subse-
quently he was brought back to Perth. I
Lelieve he does his work very well indeed,
and I wonld like to see him permanently
uppointed to the position of magistrate. Tt
is absolutely essential that anyone exercising .
judicial funetions shall have security of
tenure and proper remunecration so that he
may exercise his judgment without fear or
favour, one way or the other.

The Premier: I agree - ith you.

Mr. DAVY: 1 believe the Premier does,
snd I hope he will act aceordingly and
promptly.

The Premier: The matter is not in my
hands. If it had been, T wiuld have acted
long ago. It is for the Pablic Service Com-
missioner to deal with. When the matter
was referred to last session, the discnssion
was brought under his notice and represen-
{ations were made to him accordingly.

Mr. DAVY: I realise that what the Pre-
mier says is trae, but T ask him if it is right
that such matters should he in the hands of
ihe Public Service Commissioner. Is it right
that our prineipal magistrates should be
¢ivil servants under the same conditions as
the office boy in the Titles Office?

The Premier: But it is so. Whether it is
richt or wrong, is ancther matter about
whiech a good deal eould be said.
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Mr. DAVY: | believe the Premier is right,
but I suggest that in a case like this, where
it is purely a matter of policy, the Public
Service Commissioner might not act on the
guggestion, but might be inllnenced by repre-
seatation from the Premier in the right
direction.

The Premier: Representations have been
made to him.

Mr. DAVY: Then | suggzest that the
representations be made to bhim again, and
in a stronger manner. .

Mr. Latham: This House could make such
representations.

The Premier: 1 have no authority to in-
fluence the Public Service Commissioner.

Mr. DAVY: Of course I know we are a
poor community and eannot splash money
sround rashly, but if we do not pay more,
we will not get good men. unless exceptional
circumstances arise.

The Premier: T agree with that, too.

Mr. DAVY: Whether anything can be
done at the moment, T cannot sav. 1 do not
suggest that we should hoost ihe salaries of
the magistrates upwards in nne swoop, but
we must bear in mind that it we are to get
good men te carry out most important duties,
we should be prepared to pay them well.
We should be in a position to get for the
position of principal maxistrate in ’erth a
man of 40 or 45 years, who has demonstrated
in lis profession his capacily and judieial
lemperament.

The Minister for Justire: You know that
under the new re-classification the salary of
the principal magistrate has gone up to
£900.

Mr. DAVY: Yes. The amount may be
all right for that partieular magistrate, hut
if we were to call for applications for the
position of magistrate in Perth al a salary
of £708, we would find very few men of the
are and experience I mention, who have been
successful in their profession, wha would
apply for the position. T alse wish to refer
10 the State Children’s "ourt. The idea of
the court is, in essence, absolutely sound.

The Minister for Justice: Tt does not
come under these Estimates.

Mr. DAVY: Ta it nof relevant to the de-
partment controlled by the Miunister?

The Minister for Justi:r: No; that romes
ander the Chief Seerctary’s Department.

Mr, DAVY: Then T will deal with it later
on. There are some matters of law reform
that should he attended tn. Tt is too late to
deal with thew this session. If T have the
honour te ke returned to the House next
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session, I will bring up those matters which
come within the purview of the Minister’s
authority.

MR. CEHESSON {(Cue) [P27)]: T am
sorry that no amendment has been made to
onr electoral laws so that we shall not
bave the sorry spectacle that we had in
the Murchison doring the last Legislative
Council election. On that oecasion hun-
dreds of persons whose pames were ob-
jected to had not an opportunity to be
present at a revision court i{o show cause
why their names should not be removed
from the electoral volls,

The Minister for Justice: That does not
reqnire an amendment of the law.

Mr, CHESSON : Then some provision
should be made to overcome the difficulty.

The Minister for Justice: That has been

done. Definite instruetions have heen
issned.

Mr. CHESSON : What happened was
that throughont the Marchison distriet

many people were disfranchised. It ap-
pears that by the payment of 2s. 6d. an
objection can be lodged against the name
of an individual on the Council rolls. The
revision court was held at Geraldton and
many people residing at Meekatharra aud
other oulback ecentres, as well as many on
stations hundreds of miles away, did net
receive their notices, intimating that their
names had been objected to, until after
the revision court had sat and their names
had been vemoved from the rolls. Revi-
sion courts could have been held at Meeka-
tharra, Cue and other eentres in the Mur-
chison distriet and that would have en-
abled people to attend the eourts.

The Minister for Justice: Definite in-
structions have been issued that the revi-
sion eourts are {o be held at those centres.

Mr. CHESSON: T am glad to know that
in futnre revision ecourts will be held at
eentres in the outbaek areas so that people
will have an apportunity to attend without
inearring oreat expense, as is the case at
present.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [9.30]: I have
not seen any reference made to the provi-
sion of a police station at Kondinin.

The Premier: That is in the next divi-
sion.

Mr. BROWXN : Well, T wish to say a
word about the electoral laws. OQur sys-
tem i< altogether wrone. T do not know
whether it i+ that not soffictent money has
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heen allocated to the administration of
this department. One c¢an find on the
rofls names of men who have been dead
for years and of others who have longz
sinee left the State. If the departwent
rely on voluntary effort to maintain the
rolls, the system is not a good one.

The Minister for Justice: They do not.
Thev colleet their own information from
many sourees.

Mr. BROWN : Well, in one small
loeality [ ¢an point to a number of names
that ought not to be on the roll, and ean
mention other names that ought to be on
it, It seems to me to be left to private per-
sons to point out amendments to the roll.
That is not right. Apparently our en-
rolling maechinery is not efficient, The
registrar, of course, is in a position to
know of a young person coming of age,
and so ean put him on the roll,

The Premier: That is the one thing the
department do not know anything about.

Mr. BROWN: A larger grant ought to
he made available to the Chief Electoral
Officer, so that he could bring the rolls up
to date.

MR. ANGELO ((iasecoyne) [9.33]: I am
pleased the (fovermmment have realised the
uecessity for extra accommodation in the
Titles Office. Last year 1 brought this
matter before the Committee. I see that
Dr. Stow, in his report, has stressed the
necessity for betier accommodation in the
department and has pointed to several
other disabilities, such as the limited
capacity of the strongroom. I do not know
that the importanee of this has been suffi-
ciently stressed. Just imagine what would
happen if a fire occurred and all the titles
were destroyed! It wounld entail endless
liligation, running to hundreds of thou-
«ands of pounds. Not only that, but con-
sider the ineonvenience caused to the
public who have business with the office!
Several times when I have gone to search
a title it has been found that the docu-
ments  are lodged away -~down in the
Supreme Court and an officer of the de-
partment is sent off {o get those docu-
ments in order that the searcher may look
into them. Frequently it means an hour’s
delay. It is not fair to the public. Nor
is it safe to have valuable doenments
passing like that from one building to
another. I hope the Minister will pester
the Treasurer until hr gets the money
necessary for this work. The building of

1773

new offices in this department is the most
important business of its kind the Govern-
ment have to look into at the present time.

MR. TEESDALE (Ronebourne) [9.35]:
Unlike the member for Pingelly, I consider
we have a first-class Chizf Electoral Officer.
I say that, althoagh 1 have not spoken to
him more than twice. T have a good deal to
do with the department and I recognise that
the staff is painstaking and considerate. I
have had every possible help from them
whenever 1 have had to zo there. There is
no diffienlty whatever in petting postal vote
officers appointed, and applications for
cards or envelopes are immediately respon-
ded to. T think the member for Pingelly
was distinetly unfair in saying the whole
system was wrong. We have just as good
an Fleetoral Department in this State as i3
to be found in any other State.

Mr, Brown: I did not say that.

Mr. TEESDALE: The hon. member’s re-
mark was that the whole system was wrong,.
I say the staff of the Electoral Department
is a most efficient one.

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [9.36]: I
should like to bear ont what the member for
Roebourne has said. During the last 12
months nearly 800 names have been taken
off the roll for Avon which, I think, shows
that the department is looking after dts
work very well, at any rate in my electorate.
As to receiving attention from the depart-
ment, I can say that every eourtesy is shown
to members who have business to do down
there. Compulsory envolment should save
the department a great deal of work, for
without it the average man leaves his en-
rolment until the last moment and even
then fails to make his application. How-
ever, when a fine is hanging to it he is
brought up to the mark. That in itself
should serve to keep our rolls in better con-
dition. When first T was elected for Avon
T found on the roll the name of a person
who had been out of the State for 14 years.
However, I agree that the Chief Flectoral
Officer is doing verv fine work,

MR, SAMPSON (Swan) [9.37}: Pro-
vision is made here for the general elections,
but T heard no reference by the Minister to
a redistribution of seats Bill,

The Premier: You cannot discuss that on
this Vote.
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Mr. SAMPSON: I wanted to ask the
Premier whether he recalls the promise he
made to the House that, at the righ{ time, he
would make a statement eoncerning a re-
distribution of seats.

The Premier: That promise will be
kept, but I am the judge of the right time.

Mr. SAMPSON: I thought the Premier
might at this juncture feel disposed to make
s statemeni touching a redistribution of
seats, particularly in view of hix promise.

The Premier: I will keep that promise.

The Minister for Mines: You are only
wasfing time,

Mr, SAMPSON:

The Premier:
order.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. roember
cannot discuss a redistribution of seats
under this Vote.

Mr. SAMPSON: Is there any other Vote
on which I can%

The Premier: Yes, later on. T will watch
the progress of the Estimates and let you
know.

Mr, SAMPSON: T have no complaint to
make of the work of the Electoral Depart-
ment. At election time there are always
many complaints touching those who are on
the roll and those who are off it. I am sorry
it is not possible at this stage to discnss the
nuestion of a general election in a eompre-
hensive way.

I am not wasling time.
You are distinctly out of

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret)
[9.43] T am not going to press the Minister
for a reply, but 1 wish to emphasise the
question of acting magistrates in Perth. Y
speak without any feeling, but I must say
that three years is a long period over which
to have an officer sitting in an acting capae-
ity. I think something should be done. T
am sorry the Public Service Commissioner
took no action about filling the posttion.

The Minister for Justice: There is some-
thing fo be said for him.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I am not making any
attack on him, but I am sorry he did not
act more promptly.

The Premier: One of his objects was to
wait for the reclassification, for the salary
wounld bhe increased and, perbaps, he would
be able to get & more highly qualified man.

- Hon. G. TAYLOR : That is a very reason-
able explanation. While the member for
Swan was quite out of order in attempting
to disenss on this Vote a redistribution of
seats Bill, T should like to know whether the
Minister wonld accept from me later an
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amendment to delete the item general elee-
tion £4,200. 1 think that could be done away
with from an economic point of view. More-
over, it would remove quite a lot of anxiety.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member will
have an opporturity of moving in that diree-
tion at a later stage.

ltem, Extra assistance in preparation of
electoral rolls, ete., £2,000:

Mr. LATHAM: What is being done to
bring the rolls up to date, and what is being
done in the newly settled areas? If is didfi-
enlt to get out cards to the outlying distriets.

The Minister for Justice: Every public
body is given a supply of cards.

Mr. LATHAM: In many paris of the
Stale there are no organised public bodies.
Could not more honorary agents be ap-
pointed in the outlying districts? Has a
house to house canvass been made in the
city?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It is
proposed to thoronzhly check the rolls in the
cities and large towns. The Federal rolls ave
kept up to date by means of the checking
system by postal officials. Every possible
means is adopted for getting people on the
roll. We find that when half a dozen people
are fined for not getting on the roll it tends
to awaken everybody. The responsibility
for getting on the roll lies with the indi-
vidual, but we assist in every possible wav.
The electoral officers intend to launch prose-
eutions in certain cases with the object of
waking people up to the necessity for get-
ting on the roll.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Police, £2:11,512-

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE {Hon.
J. C. Wilicock—Geraldton) [9.50]: There
is nothing startling in the way of an altera-
tion regarding the poliey mmiding the Police
Department. After the comprehensive report
and valuable statistical information laid on
the Table of the House by the Commissioner
of Police, there is very httle left to add.
The report is an extremely informative docu-
ment and probably contains all that mem-
hers require to know about the Police Force.
The cost of administering the police force
was raised last year to the extent of £25,000
represented by an inerease of 14 per cent. in
wages, together with increased allowances of
25 per cent. The Government have recoo-
nised that the police were not adequately re-
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munerated, and they have been given this
large increase. The police now come under the
Arbitration Act. Any further consideration
they may desire will be given or withheld by
the court. 'Thiz is in conformity with the
Government policy with respeet to all de-
partments. Everv employee in the Govern-
ment service will, if possible, be given an
opportunity to have his industrial conditions
settled by that tribunal. The police, and some
members of Parliament, have interviewed me
npon the subjeet of introduecing a Bill to
deal with appeals agaipst punishment. 1
have had an interview with the Police Asso-
etation, and I have agreed to introduce a
Bill this session, if possible, to deal with
the question.

Hon. G. Taylor: You mean a police appeal
hoard ?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes, on
almost tdentieal lines with the procedure fol-
lowed in eonnection with the Railway De-
partment.

Hon. (. Taylor: There is one in New
South Wales.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes. [
ean hardly submit these Estimates without
paying a tribute to the efficiency of our
force. It will be generally recognised that
we have a forece which eompares more than
favourably with the police forees anywhere
in Australia, Parliament and the punblic are
satisfied with its efficiency, both as regards
the C.I.D. branch and the uniform branch.
Exeellent work has been done during the
past 12 months.

Mr. Sampson: Splendid work has been
performed.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: A few
members of the forece were not up to the
standard, but they have been weeded out
during the past 12 months. The remaining
members of the force are men of
whom the State can he thoroughly
prond. The traffic regulations have heen
earried out satisfaeforily by the police,
though they have oceupied a consider-
able amount of the time of members
of the force. We have mnot increased
the personnel of the force to any extent, so
that the task of conducting the traffic side
of the department has led to a considerable
smount of work. The police will also ad-
minister the Weights and Measures Aet. I£
the Bill is passed we hope fo proclaim the
Act and bring it under the administration
of the foree early in the new year. Members
will be interested to hear about the establish-
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wment of police staiions in the metropolitan
distriet and country districts. In the case
of a non-femunerative department it is sel-
dom that a Treasurer is very ready to make
money available for it.

Mr. Teesdale: I gave up my little lot.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It will
be seen from the Commissioner’s report that
the work done in the Roebourne area has
keen more satisfactorily carried out than
was the ease two or threc years ago. The
local officer now has a side-ear, and moves
from place to place in quick time. There are
some arrears to be overtaken in the maiter
of police stations. During tbe parlous times
throngh which the Siate passed, no Trea-
surer desired to spend money on new police
stations. The policy has now been laid down
that at least four new stations shall be es-
tablished annually, so that gradunally the
arrears will be caught up. Last year new
stations were established at Dalwalliny,
Pemberton, and Narembeen. One was estab-
lished this year at Bassendean, and another
will be established at Perenjori just hefore
Christmas. Early in the New Year a sta-
tion will be erected at Bencubbine and there
will be stations at Margaret River, Xon-
Jinin and possibly at Northeliffe this year.
i.and has been purchased at Palmyra and
Mt. Hawthorn, and sites are being con-
sidered at Belmont and Hamilton Hill. Con-
siderable capital cost is involved in establish-
ing these stations, which apart from the
calary of the loeal officer will involve an ex-
penditure of £1,500 or £1,600 each. An-
thority has been given for the police patrol
tuv be placed in communication with the
central station by wireless. This system has
been adopted in Vietoria with conspicuous
suceéess, By this means officers in ountlying
parts ean immediately be brought into touch
with the central station. We have had con-
siderable experience of this system in our
forest country, where the rangers are by
meang of wireless, kept closely in toueh with
the centre of communieation. I hope the
system will be adopted with equal suceess
in the Police Department. The estimated
expenditnre for this year is sbout £2,000
greater than was the ease last year. There
has been a small increase in the revenue due
to increased traffic fees. With the increased
prosperity and progress of the State it will
he necessary fo establish more police sta-
tions. This, however, is an vnremunerative
department, and it is not easy to get money
from the Treasury for expenditure upon it.
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Nevertheless, all the urgent needs of the de
partment will be met,

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) {10.0] :
The Minister rightly said that the regulation
of the trafic has created a great deal more
work for-the police, but he did not say any-
thing about the machinery that is required to
enable the police to earry ont that work with
greater facility. So far as the constituency
T represent is concerned, the complaints are
loud and long in respect of the absence of
those facilities. A litte while ago I intro-
duced a deputation to the Minister and he
promised to see whether additional facilities
could be provided. Unfortunately he made
no reference to the matter to-night. I shonld
like to know whether it is his inteniion to
provide the Fremantle police with a moter
car. I believe provision has been made for
a motor vehicle; even if we can only get a
second-hand ear it will be better than no-
thing for the present. We will be thankful
for anything that is pruvided in the way
of motor transport. It is ridienlous to send
r'en out on horseback to endeavour to con-
trol the traffiec. Tt is mach better to send
men out on fool beeause, if a horse shies,
before you can get it into a reasonable state
again the motor vehicle may be out of sight.
During the summer months Fremantle and
its surroundings are a very busy part of
the State. Motors travel to Rockingham, to
Point Walter and to South Beach in great
rumbers and it will amount to criminal neg-
ligence if somathing is not donme to provide
nfficers with the means that will assist them
to carry out their duties in a proper way.
T would also like to know when the appeal
board is likely to be appointed. Lasi year,
when speaking on the Address-in-reply, I
mentioned the case of Sergeant Anderson,
and the Minister interjected that the man
would get a chance in the coursc of a few
weeks, The man has never had his chance.
Under the old appeal board he could
never get that chance unless he applied
for promotion. As it is not his inten-

tion to do that, he is not ahle to
oppeal.  What he desired was that
the senrrilous paragraph that has been

placed on his file by another officer who has
since left, a paragraph that had acted detri-
mentally to him, should be removed from the
file. It is wrong that an officer, after leav-
ing the service, shounld he permitted to place
anything of the kind on record, and that
the individunal affected should not he able to
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appeal. 1 hope the appeal board will be
appointed so that it may quickly get to work
and deal with questions of promotion and
other grievances that members of the torce
may bave.

MISS HOLMAN (Forrest) [10.5]: I
merely wish to ask the Minister whether he
has considered the question of providing
bummer uniforms for the members of the
police force. The Minister will readily ad-
rait that it is unpleasant for the police to
have to stand in the sweltering heat of sum-
mer elad in heavy clothing and without shel-
ter. 1 would like to know that something
is to be done in this direction.

My, Davy: For the traffic police a sort of
nmbrella on a stand might be provided.

MR. MANN (Perth) [10.6]: The Min-
ister was good cnough to mention that some
members of this Honse had interviewed him
with regard to the appeal board. I was oue
of thoze members, and I am glad the Minister
has agreed to the appointment of & perman-
ent appeal board with regard to penalties.
At the prescnt time, if a constable is charged
with an offence, he has a right to ask for
a hoard, which is appointed. That board,
however, cannot possibly be as effective as a
permanent board, similar to that which op-
erates in connection with the railway ser-
vice. That board consists of a8 member re-
presenting the department, one representing
the men and a chairman, A permanent board
can rapidly become au fait with the regula-
tions controlling the serviee, and they ae-
quire a knowledge of the intricacies of the
department, whereas a board ereated merely
to hear a partieular charge eannot possibly
be as effective. I should like to lknow
whether it is intended to consider the gunes-
tion of the salary of the Commissioner.
This officer has had one inerease during the
past 18 years and he has been given contral
of various other departments such as traffie,
weights and measures, and liguor. Probably
if his salary were apportioned to each of -
those departments, he would draw not more
than a couple of hundred pounds a year
for carrying out his police duties. Has the
Minister found the Treasurer a bit hard on
the question of an increase?

" The Minister for Police: The whole
question of salaries of officers who do
not come under the Public Service Commis-
sioner has been held up pending the reclassi-
fieation of the service which has recently
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been publised. The matter of the increases
to officers who do not ecome under the Public
Service Commissioner will be considered in
the light of that reclassification.

The Premier: The question of salaries
fixed by statute will be dealt with before the
session closes.

MR. GRIFFITHS {Avon) [10.10]: The
tribute paid by the Minister to the work oi
the Commissioner and the members of the
police force is well deserved. The (ommis-
sioner’s latest annual report is the most in-
teresting 1 have perused since I have been
a member of the House. There is just one
question I wonld like to ask the Mlinister
and it deals with the courthouse aceommo-
dation at Merredin. A great improvement
has been effected there, but I believe that the
eourthouse is being leased, and I hear that
that lease is not likely to be renewed. T
hope it is not intended to revert ifo the
state of affairs that existed prior to the ar-
rangement now in force. I regretted to note
the non-committal way the Minister referred
to the Tammin police station. That iz a
very sore point with me. The position is
that a police station is provided in the towns
on each side of Tammin and all the ne’er-do-
wells drift from those places into Fammin;
in faet, Tammin is the resort for the off-
scourings of the surrounding distrists.

The Premier: I suppose the town peopie
themselves are all right.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Yes, but they want
some proteetion from the wanderers.

The Premier: We shall send up some wire
netting to keep those wandercrs ont,

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mt Margaret!
[10.12] : T would like to emphasise the neces-
sity for the Minister earrying out the prom-
ise he made in regard to the appeal board.

The Minister for Police: The Bill is being
drafted and will shorily be submitted.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

BILL—STATE CHILDREN ACT.
Received from the Council and read a first

time.
BILL—RESERVES.

Returned from the Council with amend-
ments.
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BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT CONTINUANOCE.

Secand Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. €. Awngwin—North-East F¥remantle)
[10.13] in moving the second reading said:
This is a small Bill,

Hon. (., Taylor: That is what makes it
s dangerous.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It gener-
ally falls to my lot to introduce Bills of
one clause.

Mr, Lindsay: We have had a similar
measure each vear for a long time.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The ob-
jeet is to extend the Act for another year.
The Bill merely provides for inserting
“1028” in lieu of “1927.” Last year when
I introduced a similar Bill T was twitted
v some members with the statement that
though I favoured the abolition of the In-

.dustries Assistance Board with a view to

bhaving the work carried on by the Agri-
eultural Bank trustees as part of that in-
stitution, instead of as a separate beard,
I was moving for the continnance of the
Act. I was chairman of & seleet eommittee
that reported to this House a few years
ago. The committee recommended that
the board’s clients should be taken over by
the hank, and it was our intention to en-
deavour te earry that into effect. When
we came to investigate the matter at a
later date, we found that a large numher
of soldiers had sinece gone on the board
and that we had to assist them to erop
their holdings and provide stock to carry
on the necessary work of their farms,
Snch work was outside the provinee of the
Agrienltural Bank, and the money ad-
vanced by the Commonwealth for the
settlement of soldiers could net be nsed
for that purpos¢.  The ex-Premier, now
the Leader of the Opposition, realised that
it was advisable to bring the soldiers under
the Industries Assistance Aet. A large
amount of money has been expended to
assist the soldiers to erop and stock their
holdings. That is one of the principal
reasons why the Aet has to be continued
year after year. I pointed out last night
that the number of civilian settlers ot
present receiving assistance from the
hoard is very small indeed. In faet, the
position is sueh that the bank trustees
have under consideration a proposal to
diniinish the staff engaged on this work.
Owing to the small number of settlers at



1778

present receiving assistance, they consider
it unnecessary to retain the full number of
offtcers required in the past to cope with
the work.

Hon. G. Taylor: T should think so, what
with the good seasons and wheat at 6s. 6d.
a bushel.

Mr. Lindsay: Where do they get 6s. 6d.
a bushe] for their wheat?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : The
numher of civilians on the board at present
is 438. 1 agree that when the measure was
originally introduced, it was designed fto
assist farmers during a period of emer-
zeney and was not intended to he a per-
manent measure, However, it has been
found necessary to continue it year after
vear. The original intention was to assist
the farmers in their difficulties consequent
upon the droughf in 1914-13.

Mr, Teesdale: If thex do not get off the
hoard this year, when will they?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
think it will be possible for all of them
to get off the board this vear, but soldiers
are continually going oun the board.

Mr. Teesdale: You cannot obviate the
soldiers going on the hoard.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, we
have a duty to the ex-soldiers and must
earry it out.

Mr. Mann: I think some of the farmers
remain on the board se that the Govern-
ment will keep their books for them.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS :
does not affect us.

Mr. Teesdale: You are not carrying any
farmers who have a eredit halance?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Ther:
may be a few, but not many. A few desire
to continne on the board, seeing that they
barely cleared themselves last year and
might require assistanee at a later date.
They asked to ke ecntinued on the board
until they got on a sound footing,

Mr. Lindsav : Once they get off, they
cannot get on again.

Mr., Teesdale: YWhen they have motor

car payments falling due?

Mz, CGiriffiths: You talk a devil of a lot
about motor cars.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
number of ecivilian clients is being eon-
tinvally reduced. Last vear 208 took their
clearances from the board. The 438
settlers I mentioned are men who are still
being assisted by the hoard, but there are
a number of others who have not received

That
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their clearances, but are getting no further
assistance from {he board.

Hon. (. Taylor: Are they showing any
desire to get off?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We hope
that the excellent season this year will
Lenefit considerably the finaneial position
of the board. Last night I pointed ont
that we received £1,240,432 from clients of
the board last year. There are 907 ex-
soldiers on the board and we cannot think
of putting them off until they are estah-
lished.

Hon. (3. Taylor: Cannot you hand them
over to the Agricultural Bank?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No. The
bank ecannot advance money for the grow-
ing of evops unless the Act is amended.

Hon. Gi. Taylor: 1 do not like emergency
legislation lasting so long.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : The
amonnt granied by the Commonwealth fov
the repatriation of soldiers did not provide
for cropping or stoeking holdings, with the
result that it has been necessary to eon-
tinue the Act longer than we expected.

Hon. G. Tayler: It is peeuliar to have
an emergency Act lasting nine years,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T ¢annot
oppose that argument, There is no doubt
that the measure was introduced originally
as a temporary measure. I think we made
a higz mistake in the first place by not pro-
viding to carry the farmers on after they
had got a little eapital.

Mr. Angelo: To do that you wounld have
had to alter the name.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
finanee these people when they have no
money and run the visk of their eropping
proving suceessful. Even to-day the In-
dustries Assistance Board is the largest
farmer in the State. There is no other
farmer that provides for the cropping of
500,000 or 600,000 aecres.

The Premier: That farmer will do well
this vear.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: While
the State runs all the risk and finds the
money to provide for eropping and stock-
ing, in addition io carrying interest in many
instances, as soon as the farmers get a few
hundred pounds in ¢redit, they are handed
over to a private finaneial institution,

The Premier: And they go without re-
gret very often.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Any man
who has a few hundred pounds te eredit and
asks to remain on the hoard may remain,
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but he receives no interest on his money.
The benefit he gains is the assistance ren-
dered by the officers in the management and
conduct of his farm. The board is a great
protection to some farmers. Even though
such a farmer has money of his own, he has
to apply to the board before he can incur
expendiutre. Many men have asked to re-
main as clients beeause of the assistance ren-
dered by the officers to keep their aceounts
and carry on their farm work.

Mr, Lindsay: That may be the reason
why some have been on the board so long.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
ure very few of that sort. I wish we had
more of them. If they were all like that we
should not kave £1,974,221 outstanding
now. The Lotal proceeds from produce last
vear was £848,1B7. We hope io do better
this year, but we shall not get anything like
the £1,900,000.  When the affairs of the
bouml are finalised I think there will be &
fairly large loss. We have no security over
the property; the security is tied to the Ap-
rieultural Bank and no action can be taken
to sell it.

Hon. G. Taylor: But what you do not
cateh on the swing boats yon have a chance
of getting on the merry-go-round.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
board’s security depends entirely npon the
produce raised from the farms. Conseguently
I think it will be a long time before the out-
standing money is paid off, and there will
be a fairly heavy loss before we have
finished. There is a recorded loss to date of
£356,157.

Mr, Angelo:
of the board?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, and
that amount will be inereased before the
board’s affairs are wound up.

Hon. G. Taylor: If the farmers sold their
motor cars, they could pay that amount.

The Premier: Still, the State has got the
money back many times over.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In future
when T want money from the Treasurer, I
shall put np that propoesition to him,
Hitherto the Treasurer has wanted the
money back almost immediately. That has
been one of my diffieulties. As I caid last
night, 1,663 settlers have withdrawn from
the board. Many persons who were on the
hoard merely got temporary assistance io
tide them over a diffienlty. The Industries
Assistance Board has bheen of great help to
the State by paying land rents and other
charges which probably would never have

-
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been secured from the settlers if the hoard
kad not been in existence, Undoubtedly the
board has been a decided success from the
State’s point of view. Western Australia
would not be in its present condition of
prosperity but for the board. We appre-
ciate the services rendered by private finan.-
c¢ial institutions, but there is the unfortunate
fact that many of them are found wanting
in times of distress. At a crisis they are
more likely to put the screw on than to
give further assistance—I speak from ex-
perience. In 1912 or 1913 T assisted the
present Leader of the Opposition ir estab-
lishing the Yorkrakine settlement, The set-
tlers there were very favourably established
under the Agricultaral Bank conditions.
They obtained their land for about 10s. per
aere. It was splendid land, selected before
survey under the system then in vogue. In
the course of a year or two it was recop-
nised that the land was worth aboput £1 per
acre, and the result was that the private
banks endeavoured to get the settlers to
draw out of the Agrieultural Bank and
come to them. Those endeavours tucceeded
in some cases. Sinee then I have had ap-
plications for permission to return to the
Agricultural Bank, who were to take over
an increased liability; but I bave refused all
sueh requests. When things are flourishing,
the private hanks try to take the cream and
leave the State nothing but skim milk, I
wounld like to see the Agrienliural Bank con-
verted into a bank of isswe, so fhat the in-
stitntion could be used by the farmers for
general hanking purposes. I am sure this
would prove a decided sueeess. Tt has often
occurred fo me that if the farmers only knew
of some of the statements made here by
their representatives, thev would be angry.
Indeed T think they would be ashamed of
some of the opinions expressed here in their
behalf. 1 should say that I am not referring
to the present Parfiament. Members were
quite safe in making statements in this
Chamber, because those statements did not
appear in the Press. When the “Daily
News” pubished verbatim reports of pro-
ccedings in Parliament, statements of that
kind were not made by members. There was
a congiderable difference in what was said
about farmers in the days when the cven-
ing paper got inte the country districts with
the full reports of member's speeches. There
is & possibility of the Industries Assistance
Board and the Agricnltural Bank being
amalgamated in the near future. Members
are aware that the two institufions are con-
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trolled by the same frustees. The amalgama-
tion would be better for the State and better
for the farmers, who would be much safer
in the hands of the Government than in the
hands of private banks. There is not much
in the Bill for members to object to. It
merely extends the life of the board for
another 12 montha.

Mr. Davy: There is nothing in the Bill
to object to.

Mr. Latham: Let the board die a natural
death, and amend the Agrieultural Bank
Act.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 was
warned that the member ifor York (Mr.
Latham) was likely to try to defeat this Bill
with a view to letting the board die a
natural death. However, my reply to that
warning was that probably the member for
York was indulging in some leg-pulling. If
the board were altowed to die, 1,435 people
would immediately be prevented from carry-
ing on.

Mr. Latham:
your seeurities.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.
There would then be no option but for the
board to enforce the conditions under which
loans have been granted. There is plenty
of time for the board to do that between
now and Mareh of next year.

Hon. G. Taylor: March is a bit of a hug-
bear to many of us.

And you would lose all

Mr. Angelo: “Beware the Ides of
March,’?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1f the

Bill does not pass, the board will have to
take steps to protect the interests of the
State. However, { gave no belief to that al-
legation concerning the member for York.
I realised that he has too mueh sympathy
with the man on the land to oppose the
measure. Hoping that members will pass
the Bill right away, T move—

That the Bill be now read a gecond time.

MR. LINDSAY (Toodyay) [10.33]: I
have listened with great interest to the Min-
ister for Lands, but I cannot agree with all
hig statements, T realise the necessity for
the Bill, but T hope the neeessity will soon
disappear. Although T was never on the
Indusiries Assistance Board, I know hun-
dreds of men who are or were on the hoard.
The hoard prohably saved the wheat belt,
and also the State. However, the institation
does not tend to make the farmer inde-
rendent; and independence is essential to his
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suceess. The Minister has stated that many
farmers want to remain on the board because
of the adviee and assistance they reeeive
from the board. 1 interjected ai the time
that & farmer who has been on the land for
some years and still wants to remain on the
Lourd for the sake of assistance and advice
is not likely to prove a very successful
farmer, A man who has been on the land
for some years shonld be able to stand on
his own feet, 1 do not agree with some of
the Minister's staiements about private
banks. From my own experience and the
experience of others I can state that the
private hanks did assist the farmers in their
lime of difficullr. Even now there is this
difference hetween the Agricultural Bank anfd
the private banks: a private bank, when
making a loan, does not take a mortgage and
a hill of sale over all the horrower's pro-
perty: and it grants him an advanee of, say,
£300 or €1,000 for the development of hiz
holding instead of giving him £100 now anl
mwaking him apply for another £100 later.
With assistance from private banks it is
possible to develop a holding much more
cnickly. When the private banks found it
necessary to call up overdrafts, it was the
man in the hest position whose overdraff
was generally called up, because his pro-
perty could always be sold. The man in a
less fortunate position was carried on. Gen-
ceally speaking, however, the private banks
did assist elients whom they had hefore the
drought. The great majority of settlers at
that time lad obtained assistance from the
Agricultural Bank, which held mortgages
over their property, and therefore the pri-
vate banks would not assist those settiers.
who consequently had te go on the Tndustries
Assistance Board. The private banks assisted
many seftlers throngh what was called a
No. 2 account.

The Minister for T.ands: Admittedly the
private banks assisted some settlers.

Mr. TINDSAY: Thev assisted those
people whom thev actuallv had on their
hooks at the time of the drought.

The Premier: Not all of them,

Mr. LINDSAY : The advances might have
heen vestricted, hut T know of no case in
which assistance was refused. T am speak-
ing of the Wyaleatehem district.

MR. LATHAM (York) [1045]: While
it was not altogether expected that the Aet
would cease straight away, I thought some
provision might have been made under the
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Agricultural Bank Act to carry on the LA.B,
settlers econcerned, partienlarly as, according
tu the statement made by the Minister, their
nminbers have heen greatly reduced. Had it
not been that the Estimates went through so
quickly last might, I would have moved to
reduce the amount provided for the manager
of the Industries Assistance Board, so that
the subject might have been ventilated.
There is ample provision in the country dis-
triets, by means of district inspectors anil
so forth, in addition to the Agrienltural
Bank trustees, so that there is no necessity
for the office I refer to. Thus we could save
the salary of that officer, or he could be
placed in some other position and perhaps
earn more than he gets now. The number of
Industries Assistance Board elients has been
greafly reduced. 1 have a document that is
being cirenlated. Tt refers a good deal to
the Industries Assistance Board and T pre-
sume the statistics given are the latest
official figures available. Tt states—

Labour Established the T.AB.

The operations of the Industries Assistance
Board, created by a Labour (Government, pro-
vide indisputable evidencte of Labour’s interest
in, and concern for, the welfare of the farmer.
Labour’s courage and foresight in the terribly
critical 1914-15 season has resnlted in a return
to the State and producers, the full extent of
which #t is impossible to assess in terms of
£ s d. Through the agency of the L.AB.
gince its inception, a sum of £10,509,120 had,
up to June 30 last, heen advanced to farmers,
the number assisted totalling 3,865. The
amount repaid to that date totalled £8,788,458.
There are still 786 cx-soldier, and 3865 other
settlers being fully assisted, and 121 ex-soldier,
and 73 other settlers being partly assisted.
The uumber of settiors released to August
31st totalled 1,663.

Then this quotation closes with the following
question :—
What would have become of the total of 3,365
nssisted settlers if a Labour Government had
not established the Industries Aassistance
Board?
Of coursc it is admitted that the board was
established, and is now carried on, by n
Labour Government, Tt had to be done and
has still to be econtinued, as the Minister
stated. .
The Premier: Of course, we do not do
things that do not require to he done.

Mr. LATHAM: T notiee that this doecu-
ment mentions in another place that the
Government have wiped off the advances
made under the Industries Assistance Board.
During the past year several deserving set-
tlers had their sustenance allowances redneed
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to £8 per month. The position in which
those nen found themselves was owing to
the dry spell last year and to the faet that
the rabbits had invaded their crops. If the
Governmuent are responsible for wiping off
their indebtedness, they must have been re-
sponsible for cutting down the susfenance
allowanees as well. In the past I always
blamed the manager of the Industries As-
sistance Board or the people in control of
the financial part of the concern. I did not
think that the Labour Government had con-
trol of the financial side. It was grossly un-
fair to reduce the sustenance payments to £8
a month in the case of men who had their
wives and large families to support.

The Premier: It does not depend upon the
wife and family, but upon the merits of a
case,

My, LATHAM: 1 say it ought to depend
upon the merits of the ecase.

The Premier: 1t is not a charitable in-
stitution.

My, LATHAM: T Qo not say it is, but
some of these men were soldiers who were
put on the Jand and were assisted in their
operations, They should be given a decent
sastenance allowance to provide for their
requirements,

The Premier: The finaneial aspeet must
be kept in mind.

Mr. LATHAM: Of course, but have we
no outlook at all? Suorely to goodness a
decent living allowance should be provided
for these people, even though they may have
experienced misfortune.

The Minister for Lands interjected.

Mr. LATHAM: I say there are several,
and one of these settlers had seven young
children, one under three months old.

The Premier: That has nothing to do with
the question.

Mr. LATHAM : It is a jolly shame to see
that sort of thing heing done.

The Premier: That is not the point. The
trustees do not aet on the bagis of family
necessities, but on the merits of the ease.

Mr. LATHAM : Of course that is so.

The Premier: The Charities Department
deal with men with large families.

Mr. LATHAM: Were the trostees re-
sponsible for reducing the sustenance allow-
ances to £8 a month?

The Premier: Who do you think wonld
be responsible?

Mr. LATHAM: I do not know. If the
Government are to get eredit for wiping off
the settlers’ indebtedness, T want to know
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if they are also to get the credit for the ve-
duction of sustenance allowanees.

The Minister for Lands: The Government
you supported would not give the trustees
power to write off the indcbtedness.

Mr. LATHAM: | do not know that they
would not.

The Minister for Lands: 1 do.

Mr. LATHAM : I know some were written
down,

The Minister for Lands: No, they were
not.

Mr. LATHAM: Merely because some of
these settlers lave met with misfortune, their
sustenance has been reduced to £8 a monih
and it is a erying shame.

The Premier: I have gone through many
of these complaints, and there has never heen

one where the trustees of the Agricultural

Bank were not right.

Mr. LATHAM: 1 say it is a jolly shame,
and I hope it will not oceur again. Let vs
have a little faith in the future, This season
these people will be able to wipe out twice
their indebtedness to the board.

Hon. G. Taylor: But they won't do it, all
the same.

Mr. LATHAM: And yeif for six months
or 5o, they have not beecn permitted to bave
decent sustenance. We ean casily imaging

what a row lhe Premier would kiek up if”

we were to attempt to reduce the living al-
lowance to the workers to £8 per month.

The Premier: That has nothing to do with
the case. Can you not see that?

Mr. LATHAM: We put people, including
ex-soldiers, on the land and refuse to give
them a decent sustenance allowance. such as
they ought to get.

The Premier: It all depends npon their
position. If they were to go to a bank and
asked for a decent sustenance allowanec, the
bank wonld want to know if the security was
there.

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, and the security ix
all right. If any of the properties I refer
to were sold, they would return much more
than bad been advaneced against the holdings,

The Minister for Lands: Well, T say that
is not so.

Mr. LATHAM: But I know the proper-
ties.

The Premier: Then it is your judgment
against that of the trustees!

Mr. LATHAM: I do not know about that,
but I am just as ecompetent as anyone else
to judge the value of the land there. As I
noticed the statements in the document T

[ASSEMBLY.]

tave guoted trow, 1 desived to kuow it
Government were responsible for this, u
well us the writing off ot indebtedness.
de not propose to oppose the continuatior
ol the Aet as set cut in the Bill, but 1 hop
we shall soon see the end of the lndustric
Assistance Board. 1 hope the provision n
the Estimates tor the manager of the In
dustries Assistanee Board will not appea
much longer, and that the oflicia! wul Ix
treated as a smrplus officer .

The Minister for lLands: Why, yon haw
Just ngrecd to inerease his salary by mean
of an Aet of Parliament.

Mr. LATHAM: At any rate, that cours
should be adopted,

The Minister for Lands: What would yor
du with the surplus officer?

The Premier: Who would deal with thes
cases?

Mr. LATHAM: We already bave distric
inspectors.

The Premier: But who woutd be the office
to decide?

Mr. LATHAM: We have the trustees. W,
have the officer gonnected with the Soldie
Settlement Scheme, and also the geneia
wmannger of the Industries Assistanee Board
It is time we abolished the position I refe
to.

MR. ANGELO ((iascoyne) [10.34]: Thi
time is opportune to secure the amalgama
tion that was recommended by a select com
witter some time ago.

The Premier: Co-ordination is the word

Mr. ANGELO: It should be a simpl
malter, in view of the decreased number o
clients on the board’s books. to close thos
aecounts and transfer the debts to the Agri
enltural Bank. Theyv could be considered a
aceounts in  excess of the Agriculturs
Rank’s limit and deali with as snch, Ther
1v always danger in having two sets o
ledzers continuing at the one lime. Th
Minister will bear me our when I say ths
we had evidence concerning a number ¢
cases where clearances were made from th
Agrienltural Bank and debts to the Indus
tries Assistance Board were forgotten. 1
ene instance we lost £300 because of the tw
sets of books. The whole matter conld b
simplified by making the transfers durin
the coming year. If some of the account
were finalised, it would be found that th
inereased value of the land provided suff
cient equity in the security to cover the del
to the Tndustries Assistance Board. In thos
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«cases the Agricultural Bapk would have
.ample security, the Industries Assistance
Board indebtedness could be wiped out and
the whole thing treated as one account. I
-do not oppose the Bill, hut T bope it is the
1ast time we shall have such a measure pltaced
‘before us.

TEE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. C. Angwin—North-East Fremantle—in
reply) [10.56]: The member for York (Mr.
Latham) referred to settlers whose susten-
ance bhad been reduced to £8 a month, and
set his knowledge against that of the trus-
iees of the Agricultural Bank.

Myr. Latham: The trustees do not investi-
gate every case; they could not do so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is
no instance where the cases are not dealt
with by the trustees themselves,

Mr. Lathain: Yes, on the reports from the
manager,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, on
the reports received from distriet officers.

Mr. Latham: Whe, avery often, have
never been seen there.

The MINISTER ¥FOR LANDS: The hon,
member is fully aware of the position. If
any settler has had his allowance reduced, he
must be heavily involved with the Industries
Assistance Board. T do not know to whom
the hon. member referred.

The Premier: Have yon investigated the
cases yourself?

Mr. Latham: Yes.

Mr, Mann: I think the Industries Assist-
ance Board has acted very well in many
Gases,

Mr, Latham: I will give the Minister the
rames of three to whom T have referred.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Many of
these men have received mnore than I con-
gidered was justified. I have looked through
Lundreds of these cases.

Mr. Lathamr: I am prepared to say there
are some most deserving cases.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In some
instances, regarding which complainis had
been received, I was surprised, after I had
perused the files, to find *hat the board had
given them anything at all.

Mr. Latham: The Minister can imagine
how men ean get on with such a small allow-
ance.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member for York said that if the Labour
Government had written off the indebtedness
jn respect of these settlers, they must have
reduced the sustenance allowances as well.

[64]
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The board eould not write off anything from
the indebtedness until we introduced legisla-
tion to provide the necessary power. That
was done the session before last. T have
been assured by hon. members sitting on the
Opposition cross benches that they ap-
proached repeatedly members of the coali-
iion Government, in which their party was
represented, with requests that legislation
should be introduced to enable the Agricul-
tural Bank trustees to write down the indebt-
edness.

The Premier: So the memher for York
will see that we are responsible for one act,
but not for the other.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Under
the system in operation prior to that, the
vettlers were simply turned out. Their land
wag put up to auetion with the usual mort-
gage conditions. If the money received did
not cover the mortgage, the balance of the
debt went on to the man who left the land.

Mvr. Latham: That is the nsual law of the
land.

The Premier: But we have altered it.

Mr. Latham: You have not altered that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have
altered that and, by legislation, given power
to the board, subject to the approval of
Executive Council, to write down the in-
debtedness of the oceupant. In that way the
board have written down thousands of
pounds. Week after week in Executive
Council we have been writing off Industrics
Asgistanee Board aceounts. Previounsly that
could not be done. The Act has been fully
availed of by the trustees. Let me explain
how it eame ahout. On one oceasion, when
T was at the bank, the managing trustee, who
is also chairman of the Industries Assistance
Boord, drew my attention to what he de-
seribed as a hard case. He said, “Here is
a man who has done his best to make a sue-
cess of his farm. Through unfortunate eir-
cumstances he has failed in that. But we
have advanced to him more than his assets
are really worth, and so he could not possi-
bly pay off the full amount. We cannot do
any more to get him out of diffieulties. The
only thing now to be done is to put up his
farm by tender. Tn all probability we shall
have to write down the amount until tlie new
man ean see his way to taking over the farn
and making a sucress of it.” T agked. “Why
not do that for the present oceupier?” The
managing trustee explained that he had not
the legal power to do that; that the board
conld advance money, but could not write
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off any indebtedness. That is why the legis-
lation came to be put through to enable the
board to write down indebtedness. Sinee
then many accounts have been written down
with a view to enabling the settlers to re-
main on their holdings. _

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

In Committee, ete.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Continuance of Act:

Hon. G TAYLOR: I do not think the
Minister wisiies t¢ make the Act permanent.
He indicated the possibility of amalgamating
the board with the bank. I hope he will be
successful in bringing that about, and that
this is the last time we shall see this measure.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is
now a reasonable chance of amalgamating
the hoard with the bank, but when the sol-
diers were going on the land it was ntterly
impossible.

Clause put and passed.

Title—agreed fo.

Bill reported without amendment, and Lhe
report adopted.

Sitting suspended from 11.10 to 11.32 pm.

BILL—TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.
Council’s Jessage.

Message from the Council reeeived and
read notifving that it did not insist npon its
amendments Nos. 6 and 8 disagreed to by the
Assembly, but that it disagreed fo the As-
sembly’s amendment to the Council’s amend-
ment No. 7.

Reguest for Conference.

HON. J. CUNNINGHAM (Honorary
Minister—Kalgoorlie) [11.35}: I move—

That a conference he requested with the
Council, and that at such conferenes the man-
agers for the Assembly be the Hon. . Collier,
Mr. Davy, and the mover.

Hon. . TAYLOR: We do not know
whether or not the House will aceept the
suggestion made by another place, notwith-
standing which we are appointing managers
for a conference.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Premier: If we reject this oppor-
tunity the Bill will be lost.

Mr. SPEAKER : There is a precedent for
this,

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly transmitted to the Couneil.

Sitting suspended from 11.37 te 12.6 am
(Friday).

Conference with Council.

Message from the Counctl received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the As-
sembly’s request for a conference, and that
the Couneil had appointed as managers Hons.
A. Burvill, J. Ewing, and J. M. Drew.

Sitting suspended from 127 to 1.20 a.m.

Conference Managers’ Report.

HON, J. CUNNINGHAM (Honorary
Minister) {1.20]: T have to report that the
managers met; and as a result T submit the
lollowing report:—

Legislative Council Amendment No. 6 is

abandoned.

Legialative Couneil Amendment No. 7 is
amended by deleting the word ‘‘age,’’ in line
three, and substituting ‘‘amended,’’ in line
on¢, and by deleting all words from ‘‘there-
of ’* to the end.

Legislative Council Amendment No. 8 is
abandoned.

Clause 13 of the Bill iz amended by deleting
all words from ‘‘amended,’’ in line one, to
““age,”” in line three.

Clause 4 of the Bill is deleted.

The effect of this is that all references to
nges have been struek omt of the Bill, and
Section 21 of the prineipal Act stands.

My, Davy: With the addition of the new
Subelause (4).

Hon. J. CUNNTNGHAM: The provision
regarding the huses remains as in the past,
und the age of drivers who may be licensed
will be fixed by regnlation, as heretofore.
That means that bus drivers will have to be
ut least 21 years of age. As to fees, the
effect of the amendment agreed to makes it
clear that there shall be one license fee, en-
abling the licensed driver to change his motor
vehicles withont the payment of an addi-
tional license fee. I move—

That the report be adopted.

Hon. &. TAYLOR: Before you put the
motion for the adoption of the report, Mr.
Speaker, I would draw your attention to the
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remarks I made before the managers were
appointed. I then stated that we were
rather out of order, and that the question
should have been debated in Committec as to
whether we would aceept the amendments
insisted upon by the Council. In support of
my contention, 1 will read some extracts
from “Hansard” showing what happened on
the 22nd December, 1924, when we dealt
with the Council’s pressed requests in con-
neetion with the Land Tax and Inecome Tax
Bill. The report reads as follows:—

Message from the Council pressing its re-
quested amendments now considered.

In Committee.

Mr Lutey in the Chair;
charge of the Bill

The Premier: It is within the knowledge
of members that the Council i3 pressing its
requests for amendments in this Bill. I
move—

That the pressed request be not made.

Then the debate proceeded. It will be seen
that the proceedings took place in Com-
mittee, and that was the proper procedure.
On this oceasion we did ot adopt that pro-
cedure, and when 1 drew attention to the
fact you, Mr. Speaker, assured me that it
wag all right. Aceording to the “Hansard”
report I have referred to, the question was
disenssed at some length, and then the report
continues—

Question passed;
requests not made.

Resolution reported,
adopted. .

At this stage you, Mr. Speaker, were in the
Chair, and that is the procedure we should
have adopted to-night. The “Hansard” re-
port proceeds—

The Premier: I move—

That the following message bé transmitted
to the Legislative Counecil: ‘‘With refer-
cence fo Message No, 39 from the Legislative
Council, the Legislative Assembly acquaints
the Legislative Council that it has again
congidered the request of the Legislative
Council for amendments in the Land Tax
and Income Tax Bill, and has decided again
to deeline to make them. The Legislative
Assembly, therefore, again requests the con-
currence of the Legislative Council in a Bill

for an Act to impose a land tax and an in-
come tax,’’

Question put and passed,

The Premier: But that was at an earlier
stage, -

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Those were the first
pressed requests. I wish to draw attention
again to the fact that we have not diseussed
the amendments insisted npon by the Legis-

the Premier in
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lIative Council the second time, The amend-
wents came to us by message, and we refnsed
10 aceept one in particular.  We sent it
baek, and they insisted upon their amend-
ment. We did not diseuss it again. The
Honorary Minister in charge of the Bill
moved for the appoiniment of managers
without members deciding in Committee
whether thev would accept the amendment
insisted upon by the Council or not.

Mr. Corboy: But we got through all
right.

Hon. G. TAYI.OR: But we should not
proceed in such a way. We should know
where we stand.

Hon. J. Cunningham:
clipped on your job.

Hon. G. TAYLLOR: No, I drew attention
to the matter at the time.

Hon. J. Canningham: You should have
tnken action.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: I did so, and the
Premier knows that what I say is right.

Mr. SPEAKER: T am not sure as to the
attitude of the hon, member. 1f he desired
to draw attention to an irregularity, the
time to do so was when the Honorary
Minister's motion was moved.

Hon. G. Taylor: I did so, and
assured me there was a precedent,

Mr. SPEAKER : T said there was a
precedent, and an instanee is to be found
in the Votes and Proceedings for Friday,
18th December, 1925,

Hon. (+. Taylor: T was in hospital at
that time,

The TPremier :
wrong.

Mr. SPEAKER: The official record sets
out that the Qrder of the Day for the con-
sideration in Committee of the Legislative
Couneil's message No, 49 relating to the
Industrial Arbitration Aet Amendment
Bill was read. This was not done in Com-
mittee. The report proceeds—

The Minister for Works moved, that a con-
ference Dhe requested with the Legislative
Council on the Industrial Arbitration Act
Amendment Bill, and that the managers for
the Legislative Assembly be Mr. Collier, Mr.
Davy, and the mover.

I may inform hon. members that on the
present occasion the House had already
been in Committee, had considered the
matter, and had done all that they could
do at that stage. The House had appointed
managers, as proposed hy the Minister,
and therefore T submit there is po point
of order. The matter cannot be raised

Yon must have

you

That is why we went
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now, and there is the precedent 1 have
referred to governing the position.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: I drew attention to
the matter at the time, but you said it was
all right, as there was a precedent.

Mr. Corboy : And the Speaker has
quoted it.

ITon. G. TAYLOR : T could mot have
known of that precedent, becanse I was in
hospital. Such a thing had not been done
previonsly within my kunowledge.

Mr. SPEAKER: The discussion is out
of order. The hon. member knows the
position.

The Minister for Lands: There must he
two precedents.

Hon. . Taylor: T did not know of the
other.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member was
satisfied with my explanation, becaunse he
did not proceed further.

Mr. CORBOY : 1 would like some in-
formation regarding the age question.
Does it mean now that a person may
secure a license to drive a motor vehicle
irrespective of his age, provided he can
pass the tests.

The Premier: The position is just as it
was,

Mr., CORBOY : There is an age limit.

The Premier : Sectior 21 stands and
regunlations can be made.

Mr. CORBOY: Parliament decides thal
there shall be no age restriction, but the
Commissioner of Police by regulation de-
cides that the applicant must be 18 years
of age.

Mr. Davy: That is just to make a bit of
work for the lawyers.

Mr. CORBOY: I want to be clear as fo
whether the police must issue a license for
driving a private ear to any competent
applicant, no maiter what his age, or
whether the applicant must be 18 years of
age. -

The Premier: The point is covered hy
Section 21 of the Ast.

Mr. CORBOY : The existing regulation
is contrary to the wish of Parliament at
the time the parent Act was passed. Are the
police to continue to insist upon a minimum
age of 18 before issuing a license to drive
a private ear, or will a lad of 16 be able
to get a lieense on passing the test?

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: Parliament
passed legislation in the belief that it would
be sensibly administered. I disagree with the
memhber for Yilgarn when he says Parlia-
ment intended that a license shounld be

[ASSEMBLY.]

granted irrespective of age. It is a ques-
tion of public safety. Up to the present
the police have administered the law in the
best interests of the ¢ommunity. The only
friction we have had has emanated from
yvouths desirous of handling ecars; youths
of whomn, in the interests of public safety,
the police have not approved as drivers.
In future the law will be administered by
the police on lines similar to those adopted
in the past.

Mr. SAMPSON : In amendment No. 7
there was a provision that no license to
drive a motor omnibus in the metropolitan
area should be issned to any person under
the age of 21. Does that remain?

Member: No.

Mr. SAMPSON: Then Section 21 is the
law that stands. Also in the amendment
by another place there was provision that
a person might drive any class of motor
vchiele, and the one license would be
sufficient.

Mr. Davy: That remains.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am sorry we have not
something more definite, since it is alleged
that the repulations framed under the see-
tion are ultra vires.

The Premier: That is for interpretation
by the courts.

Mr, Corboy: The Commissioner of Police
may gazette another regulation next week
making the age 21 years.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: If Section 21 stands,

"sinee there are regulations gazetied under it

it would be wise for the Government to lay
those regulations on the Table at the next
sitting, so that the House might have oppor-
tunity to discuss them and, if necessary, dis-
allow them; otherwise we shall not be able
to consider them until next session.  The
member for Yilgarn is not satisfied that
power was given (o have those regulations
put into force.

Mr. Corboy: I do not dispuie the power,
but I say it was never the intention of Par-
liament,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It would be wise to
let the House see what the regulations are
before Parliament rises.  Again, I should
like to know what the managers reallv dis-
cussed. The only thing in dispute was the 16
vears age limit. We had no opportunity to
diseuss the amendment insisted upon by an-
other place, but we understood it was the 16
vear age limit. The managers apparently
diseussed other things to which the House
had agreed, and actually altered them. I do
not know that the managers had authority
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for so doing. Certainly we did not instruct
them.

The Premier: We could not instruct them.
You are raising a point that has been already
deeided.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The managers dis-
cussed things the House did not intend them
to discuss, things to which both Houses had
already agreed.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Many members have
sons and daughters who ean drive motor cars
Jjust as well us can their parenis, I have a
danghter, aged 17, but I cannot get a licensy
for her, because the police quote the regula-
tion framed under Seetion 21 of the Aect.
We do not seem o have gained anything at
gll by appointing managers to deal with the
16 year age limit. They have sinply brought
us back to where we were. Where are we
now? What is the use of aceepting the re-
port? If a child of 16 or 173 wants a
license he cannot get one owing to the police
regulation. Yet under an Act of Parliament,
which is supposed to be supreme, he would
be entitled, if competent, to receive a license
even if he was only nine years of age. The
managers have not done their job too well,
They have agreed to something that has left
us in a maze and we do not know where we
are. Because a few individuals in another
place have said, “I have a son or daughter
of 15 or 16 who T desive should be able
to drive my motor truck to the station,” our
managers have agreed to it. Yet the police
regulation insists upon a driver heing 13
years of age. .

Mr. Panton: I think that was the opinion
of this House.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not know wherz
we stand. I have always understood that
Parliament was the supreme authority that
Jaid down the law for everyone else in the
State, and yet we bave the present unsatis-
factory position. As the member for West
Perth remarked, it will be a good thing for
the lawyers.

Hon. G. Taylor: But he did not take that
view as a Inanager.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not know whether
the Honorary Minister proposed him as a
manager for some ulterior motive.

Mr. Corboy: Do you think he has a sleep-
ing partner?

Mr. J. H  SMITH: We do not know
where we are.

Mr. Teesdale: T know where we ought to
be at this hour of the morning.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Honorary Min-
ister should iet us know the exaet position.
Are we under the pelice regulations or under
an Act of Parliament?

The Premier: You ought to be under the
police regulations,

My, J. B. SMITH: It appears to me that
the police have power to supersede the an-
thority of Parliament.

Mr. DAVY: I think the proverbial slings
and arrows of outrageous fortune are noth-
ing to the member for Yilgarn and Mr.
Smith.

Mr. J. H. Smith: The member for
Nelson, please, one arm and one eye,

Mr. DAVY: What they eomplain of is
that their dauglters, cousins, sisters and
aunts under 17 years of age so far have
been unable to get a license. The Minister
introduced the statutory age preswraably be-
cause he realised that the regulations fixing
the age were probably ultra vires, The
managers, to help the members for Yilgarn
and Nelson, have refused to adopt a statu-
tory age and so we are in the same posiiion
as we were hefore.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Yet we have a police
regulation fimiting the age.

Mr, DAVY: Parliament did aot wmake
any police regulation,

Mr. J. H. Smith: But it is in force.

Mr. DAVY: The courts of law are pro-
vided to prevent Governments or Ministers
from stepping outside the limits of Arts of
Parliament,

Mr, J. H. Smith: You are camouflaging
now.,

Mr. DAVY: T am not. Probabiy the re-
gulation is oltra vires; the Minister has
more or less admitted the possibility.

Mr. Mann: It has never been tested.

Mr. DAVY: No; I suggest that the mem-
ber for Nelson test it. It is absurd to talk
about Aecls uf Parliament overruling regu-
lations. We cannot provide in a Bill that
a regulation aiready made by the police shall
be deemed to be ultra vires.

Hon. 3. Taylor: What did the managers
diseuss?

Mr. DAVY: T understand that what hap-
pened between the managers is more or less
confidential. We certainly went to {he con-
ference to discuss whether the proviso to
amendment No. 7 should he inserted.

Mr. Latham: And that was all.

Mr. DAVY: In diseussing that we
worked our way into ap almost iwpossible
vogition.
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Hon. G. Taylor: You should have come
back to the House and reported.

Mr. DAVY: The only way to get back
to satisfactory ground was the way we took,
After being advised by persons qualified to
advise us, we¢ concluded that what we have
dune was legitimate, proper and necessary.

Hon. G. Taylor: Both Houses agreed to
certain things and you altered them,

Mr, DAVY: Baut if both sides had agreed
to A and B and one side also wanted C, we
conld not agree to or refuse. C and leave
A and B out of consideration.

Hen. G. Taylor: That is what you should
have done.

The Premies: It kas been done in dozens
of conterences. The confercnee on the Ar-
bitration Aet Amendment Bill Iast vear re-
drafted clanses that had never been disputed.

Hon. (. Taylox: That was different, be-
cause that Bill contained a number of
things. Here there was only one preposi-
tion for the econference to consider.

The Premier: That was an oeceasion when
the hon. member was not here.

Mr. DAVY: It was better to do what we
have done than to wrangle about the point
and lose the Bill, which contains a wvast
amount of important matter,,

Hon, G. Taylor: We fought it pretty
hard in this House and the Government
wonld not adopt anything but the age of
18, and now they have come down to this,

Mr. J. H. Smith: To any age—nine or
six.

Mr. DAVY: We had reached a certain
point and had agreed on all things except
the proviso. Tn the eircumstances I think
we did the proper thing,

Mr, Sampson: Has amendment No, 8
been agreed to?

Mr. DAVY: Yo,

Mr. MANN: T have no fault to find with
the action of the conference managers. The
diffieculty would be solved if the suggestion
of the member for Mt., Margarer were
adopted and the regulations were placed on
the Table prior fo the close of the session,
Then if the regnlations were found to con-
tain anything objectionable or outside the
scope of the Act, exception could he
taken to it. Tt is not fair te per-
mit regulations outside the scope of
1the Aet to be enforced and to compel an
aggrieved person to test (hem in the court.
Tf it is intended to control the age of drivers
by means of regolations, the regulations
ghould be plaeed on the Table so that mem-
bers might understand them.
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Mr, Chessen: Have not they been laid on
the Table?

Mr. MANN: They cannot be tabled until
the Bill has become an Act.

Mr. Chesson: The existing regulations
have been tabled.

Mr. MANN: If they had been coatested
it is questionable whether they ecould not
have been suashed.

Mr. Clydesdale: Your suggestion wonld
aot make things any better.

Mr. MANN: T think 3¢ wounld.

Mr. Clydesdale: Not at all.

Hon. G. Taylor: It would at least provide
an opportunity to diseuss the regulations,

Mr. MANN: Soppose a regulation was
framed providing that no person under the
r.ge of 21 should drive a car, that would not
meet with the wishes of this House because
we desire the age to he 18. If it is intended
to frame regulations let them be put up by
the department before the House rises. The
Government are well awave of the feeling of
the House.

The Premier: And, f course, knowing
the feeling of the House we are likely to
fix the age at 21! An Aect is generally ad-
:ninistered with judgment and common sense.
If the police all go mad anything may
happen.

Mr. MANN: T think the regulations
thould be laid on the Table before the House
rises, so that members may see whether they
come within the Aet or not.

The Premier: The regulations that are in
existence will continue. They already exist
and they will’ go on. They have been laid
on the Table. This Bill does not affect that
part of the Aet now. New regulations are
1.0t neecessary.

Mr. MANN: T am not sure that new
regulations will not be tequired.

The Premier: If it is required to make
new regulations sueh new regulations would
be placed on the Table.

Mr. MANN: Will new regulations be laid
on the Table of the Housc?

The Premier: Tf new regulations are re-
ruired they will be laid on the Table.

Mr. MANN: T am satisfied.

Question put and passed, and a message
aecording returned to the Couneil.

Council’s Further Message.

Message from the Conneil received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the re-
commendations of the Conference managers.

House adjourned at 1.57 a.m. (Friday).



